


MILITARY MEMOIRS 


O F 

MR. GEORGE THOMAS, 

WHO, BY tXTKAORDINAKV TALENTS AND ENI'ERPRIZE, RUSE. 

/ROM AN OBSCURE SITUATION TO THE RANi: OF A GENERAL, 

LV TiJ£ iUyiU OF THE XaUFE POtVERS LV THE HURTll WEiT OF IHHli. 

THROUGH THE WORK ARE INTERSPERSED, 

GKOGR'\PlIIC‘\L AND STATISTICAL ACCOUNTS OFSI'VE- 
KAI.OFTHE STATliS, COMPOSING THK INTKKIOIl OF 
THE PENINSULA, FSPI'CIAI.LY THE COUNTRIES OF 
lYPOOR, JOUDPOOR ANDOUDIPOOK.UYGKOGRAPHKRS 
DENOMINATED KAIPOOTANEH. 1 HK SEIKS uE PUN- 
JAUB, THE TI'RRITvJKY OF BEYKANF.ER, AND I HE 
COUNTRY ADJOINING THE GREAT DESERT TO TnE 
WESTWARD OF liURRlANEH. 

COMITLED AND ARRANGED FROM MR. THOMAS’S ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS- 

BY WILLIAM FRANCKLIN, 

Cabtain of Infantry. 

Member of tie Afiatic Society; Author of a Tour to Peifis, and tkt Hiftory of 

SHAH AULUM. 

Mores, fefuh, it ft a lid dicam^ 

CsllCUttA, 

PriolcJ for the Author at the Hutkaru Prefi, 

[ A. D. 1803. ] 

{SHTEREO ATSIjtrmEtiS HAil-J 






O F the work now offered to the public, the au¬ 
thor forbears to fay more, than that no pains 
or diligence have on his part been omitted, to render 
it worthy of the affiftance of thofe friends who have 
honored him with their names on the prefent occafi4 
on; nor, is he lefs impreffed with a grateful recol- 
leftion of the liberal fupport, which he has fo 
repeatedly experienced from an indulgent public. 


Calcutta, 

September 1803. 


WILLIAM FRAUCKLIN. 




SUBSCRIBERS. 


HIS EXCELLENCY THE MOST NOBLE RICHARD 
MARQUIS WELLESLEY, K. P. Governor General and 
Captain General of India, &c. &c. &c. 

Honorable Sir John Anstr other, Bt, Lord Chief 
Juflice, 2 fets 

Right Honorable Lord Clive, Governor of Fort St. George 

Honorable J. Duncan, Efq, Governor of Bombay 

Honorable Sir Henry Russell, Knt, Supreme Gourt of 
Judicature 

Honorable Sir John Roy ds, Knt. Supreme Court of Judicature 

His Excellency General Lake, Commander in Chief 

* 

G. H. Barlow, Efq. Member of the Supreme Council 2 f«t» 
George Udny, ttf]- Member of the Supreme Council 

b 



vt SUBSCRIBERS. 

A. 

Captain Richard Adams 
J. Adam, Efq. 

J. Alexander, Efq. 

George Arbuthnot, Efq. 2 fets 
R. Ahmuty, Efq. 

A. Adamfon, Efq. Bombay 


B. 

Reverend Claudius Buchanan 
J. P. Brady, Efq. 

Charles Buller, Efq. 

W. A. Brooke, Efq. 

Thomas Brooke, Efq. 

R. C. Birch, Efq. 

W. B. Bayley, Efq. 

Captain J. Baillie, ProfelTor of the Arabic and Perhan languages 
in il)e College of Fort William 2 fets 
Honorable C. A. Bruce 
John Becher, Efq. 

George Boyd, Efq. head Surgeon 
Francis Balfour, Efq. head Surgeon 
Thomas Brown, Efq. Patna 
James Barton. Efq. 2 fets 
Lieutenant Colonel G. Bail 



SUBSCRIBERS. 


vn 

Richard Barker, Efq. England 
H. Baitfon, Efq. 

Captain Thomas Binny 

-Bradford, H. C. Ship Admiral Gardner 

David Burges, Efq. 

W. C. Blacquiere, Efq, 


a 

General Cameron 
A. Carnagie, Efq. head Surgeon 
John Cotton, Efq. 

Colonel Barry Clofe, Refident at Poonah 
David Campbell, Efq. 

Do 6 lor A. Campbell 

Captain B. Camac, Aid de camp to His Excellency the Go¬ 
vernor General 
Major William Campbell 
R. W. Cox, Efq. 

Captain John Collie 
Charles Cornilh, Efq. 


D. 

Major General Deare 
Samuel Davis, Efq. 

S. Droz, Efq. 



viu SUBSCRIBERS. 

Captain J. A. Daniel, Commanding the Governor General’s 
Body Guard. 

J. Douglas, Efq. 

Reverend C. Dodd, (England) 

J. Dickens, Efq. (Penang) 

Thomas Dafliwood, Efq. 


E. 

Right Honorable Countefs Dowager of Elgin 
Right Honorable the Earl of Elgin 
Honorable T. Elphinllone 


E. 


Major General Frafcr 
J. Farquhaifon, Efq. 

John Fombclle, Efq. 

J. Fofler, Efq. 

Lieutenant C. Fagan 

—- -G. A. Fagan 

Colonel John Fenwick 
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Forbes 

Captain W. Frafer, Superintendant of the Honorable Companys 
find 2 fets 



SUBSCRIBERS. 


ix 


G. 


Tliomar, Graliam, Efq. 

Colonel Green, Auillery 
Captain V 7 . S. Greene 
-A, Greene 

W. S. Grant, Efq. Surgeon to the Governor General’s Body 
Guard 

Captain Peter Grant 
-P, Gafeoigne 

J. Gilclirifl;, Efq. ProfclTor of the Hindoofirny Language, in the 
College of Fort William 
J. Glafs, Efq. 


H. 

J. II. Harington, Efq. 

Captain II. W. Flicks 
W. Hickey, Efq. 

Sir F. Hamilton, Bt. 

Lady Hamilton 
Captain J. Hardwicke • 

' W. Hawkes 
Mrs. W. Hawkes 
Jofeph Hawkes, Efq. (England) 
W., Hunter, Efq, 



X 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


J. Henderfon, Efq. head Surgeon 
Colonel R. Humfrays Engineers 
Major Robert Haldane 
Quarles Harris, Efq. (England) 

J. 

George Johnftone, Efq. M. P. 2 fets 
A. Johnllone, Efq. 

Harford Jones, Efq. Refident at Bagdad 
Robert Jarret, Efq. 


K. 


Colonel Kyd 

Chriftopher Keating, Efq. Patna 
Captain D. V. Kerin 
Robert Kier, Efq. Chittagong 
J. M. Keate, Efq. Mahim 


L. 


Reverend P. Limrick 

Captain J. Leith, Judge Advocate General at Madras 2 fets 
Lieutenant Ludlow, Aid de camp to the Governor General 
M. Leflie, Efq. 



SUBSCRIBERS. 


xi 


J.'Lumfden, Efq. Secretary to the Government 
Captain W. E. Leadbeater 

•-H. Lennon 

James Law, Efq. Bombay 


M. 

Reverend D. Mackinnon, D. D. 

James Money, Efq. 

F. Macnaghten, Efq. 

John Mackenzie, Efq. Military Pay Mafter General 

Captain James Mouatt 

Samuel Manelly, Efq. Refident at BulTora 

Captain Charles Mouatt, Engineers 

Enfign W. Macdowgal, Engineers 

Lieutenant J. Maling, ift. Battalion 9th Regiment N. I. 

Colonel John Macdonald, 15th Regiment N. I. 

Rofs Moore, Efq. Monghyr 

Captain John Macgrath, 18th Regiment N. I. 

Lieutenant Colonel D. Marfliall 

Captain Thomas Morgan 

George Mercer, Efq. 

Major C. Macauly, Refident at Travancore 
Major T. Malcolm, Refident at Myfore 



XU 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


John Neave, Efq, 




O. 


Chriflopher Oldfield, Efq. 

Sir W. Ouflcy, L. L. E>, 

Gore Oulley, Efq. 


P. 

Colonel "W, Palmer, hlonghyr, 3 fets 
Colonel James Prrnc^le 
Lieutenant Colonel John Powell 

» ■ " ----- Peregrine Powell 

Mrs. Peregrine Powell 
Captain T. Prefton 
James Paul, Efq. 

Thomas Philpot, Efq. Secretary to Government 
Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Polhil), 

J. Playdell, Efq. 

M. G. Prendergaft, Efq. 




jofeph Queiros, Efq. 



SUBSCRIBERS. 

R. 


xiii 


R. Rocke, Efq. 

Jofeph Rawlins. Efq. 

Thomas Raban. Efq. 

H. Ramus, Efq. 

W. E. Reeves, Efq. Mangalore 
Claud RuiTell, Efq. 2 fets 

Doftor A. Ruflell, Surgeon to His Excellency the Governor 
General, 

Major L. Rawftorne. 

Colonel Charles Reynolds. Surveyor General Bombay 


S. 


The Honorable Major General F. St, John.* 

Colonel W. Scott. Refident at Lucknow 2 fets 
Jofeph Sherburne, Efq. 

John Stracey, Efq. 

W. Orton Salmon, Efq. 

Peter Speke, Efq. 2 fets 
Captain Thomas Salkeld. 

Captain Sydenham. Aid de camp to His Excellency the Gover-. 

nor General. 

N. Sturt, Efq. 

Captain John Stewart 



xiv 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


J. Sandford, Efq, 

H. Scott, Efq. M. D. Bombay 
J, Spencer, Efq. Bombay 

Major Meyrick Shawe, Private Secretary to His Excellency the. 

Moft Noble Marquis Wellefley. 

Major L. *Smith, Marhatta Service.' 

T, 

John Taylor, Efq. Board of Trade. 

E. Thoroton, Efq. 

P. Tate, Efq. 

Benjamin Torin, Efq, England 
Charles Trower, Efq. 

Thomas Thornton. Efq. Conftantinople, 

John Thornhill, Efq. 


V. 

Lord Valentia 

Reverend Do6lor "Vincent Dean of WeflminRer 

W, 

Major General Ware 
John Wintle, Efq. 

Lieutenant W. M. Watfon 



SUBSCRIBERS. 


XV 


Captain H. V. White 
Captain H. Worfley 

Reverend Thomas Ward, Weftminfter School 
A. Welland, Efq. 

John Wombwell, Efq. England 
John Williams, Efq: India Houie 
Captain P. Walker, Madras Cavalry 
Francis Werry, Efq. Britifh Conful, Smyrna 


y. 

Capain William Yule, 2 lets 
Lieutenant Yates, 13th Regiment N. I, 

Jofeph Yates, Efq. England 

Thomas Yeld, Efq. Surgeon 6th Regiment N. T, 




SUBSCRIBERS. 

FROM GENERAL WELLESLEY’s ARMY^ 

The Honorable Major General Wellefley, (2 fets,) 

Major Malcolm, (2 fets,) 

Captain Robert Barclay, 

Lieut. Colonel Maxwell, Light Dragoons, 

Lieut. John Smith, 7th Regiment N. C. 

Lieut. P. Anderfon, N. C. 

Lieut. McLeod, 5th Regiment N. C. 

Henry Fowle, Efq. Allillant Surgeon, 

Captain L. Colebrookc, 5th Regiment N. C. 

Lieut. Edward L. Srnythe, 5th Regiment N. C, 

Lieut. S. Bonomi, 5tli Regiment N. C, 

A. Grant, Brigade i^^ajor, 

R. Barclay, Junior, Pioneers, 

I^Iajor Kennedy, 19th L. D. 

Lieut. John George Bellingham, 

Captain II. Mackay, 4th Regiment N. C. 

Lieut, ''^olonel William Ilarncfs, H. M. 80th Regiment, 
Lieut. Colonel Allen McLeod, 2cl Battalion 12th Regiment, 
Lieut. Colonel D. F. Griffin, ill Battalion 2d Regiment, 
Lieut. John Forde, 1 ft Battalion 2d Regiment N. I. 

Captain Lieut. Noble, 

Lieut, Colonel Wallace, H. M, 74th Regiment, 



SUBSCRIBERS. 


iikajor Swintoh, H. M. 74th Regiment, 

Regimental Library, ditto ditto. 

Captain McLeod, ditto ditto. 

Surgeon M. Gallagher, ditto ditto, 

Enfign B. Kernan, ditto ditto. 

Captain P. H. Vefey, ift Battalion 3d Regiment, 

William Harris, Lieut, and Adjutant, ift Battalion 8th Regiment^ 
Lieut. Henry Davie, ill Battalion 8th Regiment, 

Lieut. R. Fenwick, ditto ditto, 

Lieut. C. A. Walker, ditto ditto, 

Lieut. John Denton, ditto dito, 

Lieut. Robert Home, ditto ditto. 

Captain Thomas Baynes, 

Captain Boyle, 19th L. D. 

James Gilmour, Efq. Staff Surgeon, 

N. Ingledew, Efq. Surgeon, 

John Grant, Efq, Affiftaat, Surgeon, 



SUBSCRIBERS 


FOR MALABAR. 

Robert Rickards, Efq. Judge and M.-igiflrat'% 
Richard Xorin, Efq. Commercial Rcfuleiit, 

G. W. Gillio, Efq. Collcdlor, 

'William Richardfon, Efq. Military Paymafler, 

H. Fridge, Efq. 

Lieutenant Dickinfon, 

T. H. Rudland, Efq. 

John Price, Efq. 

G. L. Gowan, Efq. 

T. M. Kcatc, Efq. 

D. Carnegie, Efq. 

H. P. Lawrence, Efq. 

F. Reeves, Efq: 

F. Crufo, Efq. 

John Strachie, Elq. 

T. G. Ravenfhawc, Efq. 




TABLE OF CONTENTS. 


CHAP. I. 

Pagei 

INTRODUCTION. — Mr. Thomas enters into the Service of 
Appakandarozc, — R(pairs to Delhi.—Account of the 
Environs of that City. ^ 


CHAP. IL 

Mr, Thmas marches towards his new Purgunnahs.—* 
Military Operations.—Intrigues of Begum Somroo.—She 
is Depafed.—Death of Levajfo.—Altercation bctxoixt Mr. 
Thomast and Jppakandarow.—Occurrences. - - 14 

CHAP. III. 

Deferiptive Account of the Ilurdwar, and of the annual 
Pilgrimage — Mr. Thomas defeats the Ghojfeins—the dif~ 
trills of Panniput and Soneput are added to M?'. Thomas's 
pojfejfions—account of the City of Panniput, and of the 
Canal of Ali Mcrdan Khan, •• - - - " 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
CHAP. IV. 


P«S«s 

Rejtoration to her authority of the Begum Somroo—account 
of Sirdannah—death and charaSler of Appakand&row— 
capture of Samli — Mr, Thomas marches to Panniput, - 54 

CHAP. V. 

Geographical defcripiion of the Purijab,—of the Seiks, their 
manners, cvjloms, forces and refources. 

CHAR VI. 

Mr. Thomas defeats the Sei&s — Concludes an advantageous 
treaty; Difagreemmt with Bappoo Scindia — Mr. Thomas 
forms the defgn of f.ablijhing hinfef as an independant 
chief—For that purpofe felcbls the province of Hurria- 
nah—His efahlijhment at Hanfi, « - • - jg 

CHAP. VII. 

Refe^ions — Mr. Thomas refolves to invade the jfypoor 
territory—Geographical and fatijlical account of that 
country — Revenues, Hiflory, manners and cufems of the 
Xnhabitants, 



TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

CHAP. VIII. 


In an expedition againjl Jypoor^ Mr, Thomas is joined by 
Vavon Row—Their proceedings—Account of the city oj 
Futtahpore—Approach of the Jypoor army—Battle of 
Futtahpore, - .. » « - - - -107 


CHAP. IX. 

Military Operations continued — Mr. Thoinasis compelled to 
retreat—Difrefs of the army—Peace concluded — Mr. 
Thomas marches againf the Rajah of Beykaneer — Geo¬ 
graphical defeription of that country—Of the Lackhi 
Jungle—Military Operations — Mr. Thomas enters into 
engagejnents with Amhajee. - - - - - 123 


CHAP. X. 

Geographical defeription of the country of Oudipoor or 
Mewar—Its con/litution—Manners and cuftoms of the 
inhabitants—Military Operations in the Oudipoor coun¬ 
try—Termination oj the campaign. - - ~ - 1^1 

CHAP. XI. 

Deferiptive account of the country of the Baities—Singular 
manners and cufoms of the Inhabitants—Military 
Operations againf the Rajah of Beykaneer — Mr. Thomas 
returns to Jyjur. - - - - - - -163 




TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
CHAP. XII. 


Page* 

Geogi’aphical defcription of Joudpoor, or Martoar ,— Man¬ 
ners and cufoms of the Inhabitants—Hi/lory—Mr, 
Thomads Military Operations—Capture of Bhaut— 

Trarfalliens in the territories of Roy Kellaun. - - ryS 

CHAP. XIII. 

Singular account of an Impofor among the Saks—His 
preienfons He is detedlcd by a Seik chief—Threatens Mr. 
Thomas—Is compelled to fy—Redudion of Kanhori — 

Attack of Sefccdoo—Termination of the campaign. - 201 

CHAP. XIV. 

Refedions.—Combination formed againf Mr. Thomas .— 
Commencement of Hofrlities—Battle with Capt. Smith — 
death of Mr. Hopkins — Mr. Thomas's opponents become 
more and more formidable—Treacherous defigns of his 
Officers — MultiplicddiJiculUcs — Mr. 7 homas is compelled 
to fly—Reaches Hanf—He cafilulatcs—Arrives at the 
Britijh frontier—His death and charader. - - 216 



MEMOIRS 


o r 

GEORGE THOMAS. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION.— Mr. Thomas enters into the Service of 
App AKANDAROw, —Repairs to Delhi, —Account of ths 
Environs of that City, 

In the enlightened period of the nineteenth century, when tlie 
world abounds in cliaraGers, as diflinguifhed for their abili¬ 
ties, in every branch of fcicntific, and ufeful knowledge, as emi¬ 
nent for their courage and other perfonal qualifications, it may 
afford ! natter for furprife, that an obfcure individual fhould 
merit the attention of the community.—Yet, when it is con- 
fidered that the fingularity of charafler, exhibited in the 
fubje£l of the prefent Memoirs, is rendered ftill more inter- 
clling by his adventures, his talents, his fucceffes, and his 
misfortunes, detailed in the following fliects, it may not only 
form, the bell apology for the compiler in fubmitling thefe 
memoirs to the public view, but alfo, afford fome ufeful iii- 
llruflion to the reader. 
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From the beft information, wc could procure, it appears that 
Mr. George Thomas Grit came to India in a Britilh (hip of war, 
in 1781-2. His fituationin the fleet was humble, having ferved 
as a quarter raafter, or, as is afTirmed by fome, in the capacity 
•of a common failor. 

Shortly after landing in the vicinity of Madras, the a6livity of 
his mind, overcoming the loM'linefs of his fituation, he de¬ 
termined to quit the fliip, and embrace a life more fuitable to 
his ardent dirpoGtion. 


His flrfl fervice was among the Polygars to the fouthward, 
where he rcfided a few years.—But, at length, fetting out over¬ 
land, he fpiritedly traverfed the central part of the Peninfula, and 
about the year 1787. arrived at Delhi.—Here he received a 
commiflion in the fervice of the Begum Sumroo.—This Lady 
is well known in the Hiilory of the Tranfaftions of Modern 
Times. Soon after his arrival at DelJii, the Begum, with her 
nfual judgement, and diferimination of characler, advanced him 
to a command in her army. From this period his military 
career in the north well of India may be faid to have com¬ 
menced; 


In various, and fuccelGve aflions againfl the Seiks, and others 
of the Begum’s enemies, Mr. Thomas, by his courage and per- 
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feverance, rendered her Authority refpeftable. By there Tuc- 
cefies, he obtained a confiderable influence over the mind of his 
miftrefs, and was, for fome time, her chief advifer and coun- 
fellor* 

But, unfortunately for the mutual intcrefts of both parties, 
after a rcfidence of fix, or feven years, Mr. Thomas bad the 
mortification to find himfelf fupplantcd in the good opinion of 
the Begum. His authority was afiumed by a more fuccefsful 
rival. 

This conduft in the Begum, exciting much aniinofity and many 
heart burnings belwcea the two rival Commanders, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas rcfolved to embark his fortunes on a different fcrvice. 
—He, therefore, quitted the Bv“gum 5 umroo, and, about 1792, 
betook hlmfclf to tlic frontier Station of the Britifli Army, at 
the pcH of Anopfiilre. 

Here he waited fevcral months, in the expeflation of rc' 


• Among other brilliant atiS, perfo-rmed by Mr. Thomas, during his fervice 
the Bfgum^was the clrcumdince related in the Hiftory of Shah Aulum. The Compiler rf 
thefe Memoirs did not know, at the time, that Mr. Thomas was the Officer who cora- 
tnanded the party. But that Gentlemafi, during his Rcfidence at Benares, coinmiinlcatcd 
.« detail of the affair, which, with a Right variation, in a few particulars, happened as Is 
dated in the printed Work. Sec the HiRt ofShiih Aulum, page 167 et feq# 
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A. D. 1793. 


ceiving overtures for employment from fome of the Native 
Powers; He was not deceived in thefe expeflations. In the 
beginning of the year 1793, Mr. Thomas, being at Anop- 
fliire, received letters from Appakanclarow, a Mahratta Chief, 
conveying offers of fervice, and promifes of a comfortable 
provifion. 

To comprehend the nature and ufe of Mr. Thomas’s fer- 
vices, at that junfture, it will be neceffary to recur to the 
previous fituation and profpcdls of Appakandarow. 

This Chief had, formerly, been himfelf in the fcrvice of Ma- 
dhajee Scindiali, wlio gave him tlie command of two ^tta- 
lions of Infantry, raifed and difciplined by the celebrated Ge¬ 
neral Duboigne.—In return, for Appakandarow’s fervices, 
Scindiah had alfo, fubfequenily entrufted to his management, 
the diftrifls of Gualier and Gohud. Thefe, for fome 
time, he condufled with fuccefs: but having, in the year 
1790, invaded Bundlecund, and being unfuccefsful in his ope¬ 
rations, he was compelled to contra6l debts to a confiderable 
amount. This irregular and improvident condufl, occafioned, 
firft, his removal from command, and afterwards, his difmiflion 
from Scindia’s employ.—Of a haughty and impatient fpirit, 
Appakandarow ill brooked this humiliation, and, from that 
time, fought, by his own exertion, to eftablifli an indepen* 
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dency. It was, at this period, he was joined by Mr. Thomas, 
who had with him 250 cavalry, chofen men, and of tried va. 
lour on feveral occafions. 

This acceflion of force was highly acceptable to the Mar- 
hattah Chief; he was, at that time, unable to keep under fub- 
jeftion feveral diftrifts, which, on account of his ill fucccfi, 
had rebelled againll his authority, and withheld the payment 
of their accuftomed tribute. 

Mr. Thomas was now direfted by Appakandarow to raife » 
battalion confifting of looo men and loo cavalry.—For the 
maintenance of this force, he afligned to him the pergun- 
nas of Thajara, Thopookara, and Ferozeepoor. They are all in 
the Mawatty diftrifl, fituated to the fouth weft of Delhi.— 
Thofe diftrifls had, fome years preceding, been in a ftate of re¬ 
bellion, nor was Appakandarow able to reduce them to fub- 
miflion. The inhabitants, when a large force was fent againll 
them, ufually took fhelter in the mountains: but when the force 
was inferior in numbers, by uniting, they proved viflorious. With 
cavalry, likewife, they, committed depredations in every di^ 
reflion, Thefe excefles, naturally rendered the Mahratta Chief 
anxious of transferring the diftrifls to any perfon who would 
exert himfelf to prevent their plundering the induftrious peafants. 
Mr. Thomas’s agreement with Appakandarow was, that he Ihould* 
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balance accounts every fix months; Thefe terms having been 
agreed on, as an alTurance of confidence, he prefented Mr, 
Thomas with two guns, ibme ammunition, and a few bullocks. 

The ncccfiary arrangements having been made, Mr. Thomas 
prepared to march, and take poffeffion of the lands aforemen¬ 
tioned. He was however flopped by accounts, difpatched by 
JMr* Perron, announcing the death of Scindia, 

The march thus poflponed, Appakandarow repaired to Delhi to 
-guard againft an apprehended commotion in that capital. On 
their arrival at court, Appakandarow, and other Chiefs, among 
whom was Mr. Thomas, were honoured with Khilluts, fimilar 
prefents were likewife given for Doxolut Row Scindia^ who had 
now fucceeded to the poireffions of his deceafed uncle. 

The mention of Delhi, affords an opportunity of prefcnting 
,the reader with an account of fome remarkable buildings, which 
jland without the precinfls of the new city, and have hitherto 
efcaped the obfervation of travellers. They were obtained by 
the Compiler of thefe Memoirs during a vifit to this celebrated 
^ity, in 1793. 

yjc come next, jto the tomb of Humaioon, the fon of 
3 stbcr, fecond of the imperial Houfe of Timoor, and memora- 
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ble for a checquered life of alternate profperity and misfor¬ 
tune.—He died Anno Hijerah 963, and the maufoleum was 
crefted by his fon, the famous Akbar, on the weftern bank of 
the Jumna, in the city of old Delhi, 

The building is fituated in the centre of an ample terrace, 
of red flone, two thoitfand feet in circumference. 

Upon this terrace, rifes the maufoleum offolid red ftone. 
It is of a circular form, furmounted by a llupendous dome of 
white marble. Confpicuous from its dimenfions, this dome 
is feen at a great dillancc.—Four Minarets, of red and white 
marble, fupport the extremities of the building.—Thefe are 
crowned with oflagon pavilions of red flone, having marblo 
cupolas.—I judge the height to be about a hundred and twenty 
feet. A winding flair-cafe, of red flone, leads to a terrace, 
which encircles the exterior of the dome.’ Hence you have 
a noble profpeft, both of the old and new Delhi. 

The principal room below, is paved with large flabs of 
white marble. It contains the fepulchre of Humaioon, of the 
common fize, but elegantly decorated with chifTel work. It 
bears no infeription ; adjoining to this room, are other apart¬ 
ments, in which are interred feveral Princefles of the Houfe of 
Timoor, 
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Upon the terrace aforementioned, are the graves of five 
Princes of the Royal Family, viz. Darah Shekoah, who was 
put to death by order of his brother Aurungzebe. 2d. 
Mooizaddeen or, Jehandar. 3d. Shah Furrukfeir put to death 
by the Seyuds. 4th. Beedar Bukht. 5th. Azim Shah, fon 
of Arungzebe; near them is the grave of the late Emperor, 
the fecond Aulumgeer. 


About two hundred yards from the maufoleum of Hu. 
maioon, is^ that of the famous Khan Khanan, Prime Minif- 
ter of Jehangeer, and fon of the renowned By ram Khan, 
memorable for contributing, in fo great a degree, during 
the fucceflive reigns of Humaioon, Akbar, and Jehangeer, 
to eflablifh the Houfe of Timoor on the throne of Hindoilan, 
The tomb refembles, both in fliape and fize, that of the Na- 
waub Sufdar Jung. The fine marble covering however of the 
dome, as well as the inlay ings of the Minarets, and the gate, 
ways, have been dilapidated. 

The generous mind cannot, without indignation, perceive 
the ravages, which, the different invaders of Hindoflan, have 
perpetrated upon thefe magnificent remains of departed 
grandeur. But what fhall we fay of thofe now living* who foe 

* To f very one at Delhi, it is notoricus that a Prince, of the Houfe of Timoor now 
living, hai a&ually foU the marble of this lomb, for imn y thoufand rupees^. 
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the paltry confideration of a few thoufand rupees, ftrip the 
venerable (hrines of the fervants of their departed anceftors, 
and, by robbing the dead of what gratitude or afiedion had 
bellowed as a parting tediinony, acquire thereby, a partial, and 
dilgraceful opulence. 

A mile to the fouthward of the new city, are the remains 
of the fort, palace, and molque of the Patan Emperor, the 
ill. Feroze. Thefe ruins embrace a confiderable extent. 
The walls of the fort, are of immenfe thickncfs, and the 
prodigious quantity of granite, with other Hones, fpread ia 
heaps over the whole of the interior of the inclofure, denot* 
it to have been a grand and fplendid edifice. 

This fort was built Anno Hijirah 755, and was deflroyed by 
the Mogul conqueror Timoor, in his invalion of HindoHan. 
Toward the centre of the place, is a building, of an ancient 
ftyle, flanked with round pillars, and crowned with turrctts 
of three ftories. At the top of this building, on an ample 
terrace of Hone, about forty feet in height, is a column of 
brown granite. On this column is an infeription, in the an-, 
cient chara6ler, beforementioned, as difcernable on the 
pillar in the fort of Allahabad, and compofed of the lame 
materials. This pillar is called, by the natives, Feroze Cote- 

lah^ the llaff of Feroze, and from the conllruflion of 

c 
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the building, on which it is placed, I ihould conjefture it 
has been a monument of Hindoo grandeur, prior to 
the irruptions of the MufTuImans. Adjoining to the cote- 
lah, is a very large building differing in the ftyle of its 
architeflure, from thofc mofques, built fubfequent to the 
eftabliflimcnt of the Moguls. This mofque is fquare, has 
four extenfive aifles, or cloifters, the roofs of which are 
hone, and fupported by two hundred and fifty columns of 
ftonc, about fixteen feet high. The length of the cloilbers 
gives a grand appearance to the building. An o6langular 
dome, of ftone and brick work, about twenty five feet 
high, rifes from the centre of the mofque. In the weftern 
cloifler, is a kibla, or niche, in the wall, in the direction 
of Mecca. Of this mofipie, the Emperor Timoor took a model, 
and carrying it with him on his return to Samarcand his 
capital, accompanied at the fame time by artificers and 
workmen of every defeription, he fliortly after his arri¬ 
val, built a magnificent temple. 


In the northern aifle of this mofcpie, at the upper end, 
is a faiail window, from which was thrown the body of the 
late Emperor the fecond Allumgeer, who had been afiaflina- 
ted at the infligation of his Vizier Gaziodeeii Khan. The 
aflaflins were two Mohomedan devotees, whom he had 
vifited under the pretext of their working miracles, The 
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body of this unfortunate Prince, unburied, for two days lay 
on the fands of the Jumna. At laft it was taken up by 
permiflion of Gaziodcen, and interred in the fepulchre of 
Humaioon. To me it appears that the ftyle of building, 
in this mofque refers to a period in the archite£lure of Hin- 
dooftan prior to the Mogul conquefts. The mofque at 
Paniput, cre£icd by the Emperor Baber, may be looked 
upon as the model of all the lliccceding Mogul buildings. 

COOTTUB MINAR. 

Nine nidcs fouth of Deliii is the celebrated column, defignated 
Coottub Minar, fituated near, and deriving that name from the 
tomb ofKhaja Cutiubadecn.—Ills difeipie, Shemfadeen, of the 
family of Gliazl, eretled this column. Anno Ilijira 770.—Shem- 
fadeen d-^'fignecl that this pillar and another fimilar one, fliould 
have marked the entrance of a magnificent morque. It was 
begun upon the ruins of a Hindoo temple. Having 
firafited this pillar, and parts of the buildings adjacent, 
Shemfadeen’s premature death, prevented the completion 
of a work, which would have been one of the molt magnificent 
in the world. The whole was intended as a monument to per¬ 
petuate to pofterity the triumph of Mahomedan faitli over 
that of Brimha. The column has a moll llupendous appear- 
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Conceive a fliaft of fixty feet diameter, compofed partly 
Rone, partly of white marble, rifing ta the height 
two hundred and fifty feet^ 


Afcending this pillar, relief is afforded by four projefling 
galleries of red ftone,. Tapering toward the fummit, it was 
crowned with an o£lagon pavilion. I imagine this pavilion 
would have contained at leaft, a dozen, perfbns. Each of the 
galleries are moft richly tho* differently ornamented. The 
column is relieved, and rendered ilrikingly bold, by convex 
and angular projedions.. 


Within this grand tower, is a circular Hair-cafe of three 
hundred and eight fteps of red Hone. There are, at intervals, 
landing places which communicate with windows. From the 
eflagon, on the fummit, the view is llrikingly grand. Looking 
from fuch a height, the mind is impreffed with fenfations of ad¬ 
miration and of awe. Inlcriptions in feveral parts, twelve inches 
in breadth, embrace the column. Thefe contain verfes from 
the Koran, in the Arabick charafter. The galleries are fup- 
ported by fculptured ornaments, of which the richnefs is greatly 
heightened by a profufion of frieze work. 


This defeription of the Coottub Minar, with the engraving • 


, *• for thit I am ind. b rd to tbe Undnefs of Litnlcnut Macdougal Englnoeri, ftofli 
Ikittll, OA Um fpotjit hat been engrated. 
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ihewing the veftiges of the ruins which furround it, 

will 1 doubt not incline the reader to think with me that they 

* 

are objeds to a travelleri perhaps, equally interefting as any 
in the world; and, thro* the eait, are not to be found, more im- 
preffive memorials of its ingenuity, its magnificence, and its 
grandeur. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Mr. Thomas marches towards his iiew Purgunnahs.-^ 
Military operations.—Intrigues of Begum Somroo. —She is 
depofed.—Death of Lev as so.— Altercation beticixtyivi. Tho¬ 
mas, and Appakandarow. — Occurences. 

HAVING remained fome time at Dtlhi, it afforded Mr. 
Thomas the opportunity, of recruiting his forces, to 700 
men, with this reinforcement, he prepared for his departure to 
the dillridts, which had been affigned to him by Appakanda- 
row. 

To the accomplifliment of that purpofe, a new obflacle a^ 
rofe,—unable to pay his troops, they became mutinous, and 
plundered the adjacent country. This condu6l, difgufting 
Appakandarow, produced high words between him and Mr. 
Thomas. The difputc after much altercation, ended in a 
compromife, by which Mr. Thomas received the fum of 14,000 
rupees, and an afhgnment, for the reft of his claims. The 
latter, however, was never fulfilled. 


In the march totvards his diflrids.. Mr. Thomas retaliated 
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upon the Begum Sumroo, whom he now confidered his bi«tcr 
enemy, laying under contribution, that part of her countrj', 
which came within his route. 


Arriving at Goorath, a large and populous village, he im- 
pofed heavy contributions. Thefe amounted to a confiderable 
fum. He found here, alfo an-ample fupply of bullocks and 
forage. 


Continuing .his march, after a long and tedious daysjoun. 
ncy, he encamped near the town of Tejara, a place in 
the center of the Mewattee diilricl.—The night was dark 
and rainy. This and the extreme fatigue of the foldiers con- 
fj)ired to render fuccefiful attempt which the Mewattys 
made, and they carried off a horfe from the very centre of 
the camp. 


In the morning, a party was detached to difeover the village 
to which the horfe had been conveyed. The party had not pro¬ 
ceeded far, when they were attacked, and obliged to retreat. 
Orders were then given for the cavalry to advance, and cover 
the detachment. And Mr. Thomas himfclf leading the infan¬ 
try, haftily marched, and with his collcftcd force, attack(cl the 
enemy at the village, to which, it appears, the horfe had been - 
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carried. By this time they had affembled and became formida¬ 
ble. The centre divifion of Mr. Thomas’s troops, in a (hort 
time, fet fire to the village, and there feemed no doubt of a 
complete vi£lory, when the divifions on the right and left giving 
w’ay, fled \v^ith precipitation. The wounded left on the field, 
were ev’en at this crifis of the aflion cut to pieces by the 
enemy. 

The center divifion, under the fpecial command of Mr. 
Thomas, now following the example of their brethren, left him 
of his troops, only a dozen infantry and a'few cavalry. 

Thus difeomfited and vexed by the unfteadinefs of his troops, 
Mr. Thomas as a laft refort, encouraged his fmall party, to exert 
themfelves in extricating a nine pounder, which unfortunately, 
previoufly to the battle, had >,j[luck in the bed of a nullah. In 
this he had juft fucceeded, when the enemy, as certain of viflo- 
ry, recommenced a furious attack, and endeavoured to feize the 
gun. 

The commandant of cavalry, a man of diftinguiflied bravery, 
ftill adhered to Mr. Thomas, and defperately with a few others, 
threw himfelf between the gun and the enemy .—They were cut 
to pieces, but the gallant effort afforded time to re-mount and 
oppofe a well direfted fire of grape from the nine pounder.—This 
fjtyed Mr, Thomas and the brave few of his furviving party 
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For, after the difchargeofa few rounds, the enemy retired to the 
furrounding ravines. 

Mr. Thomas now colle6led the fugitives, who with his veteran 
party, formed a detachment of about 300 men.—Withthefe he 
unconcernedly challenged the enemy to a renewal of the com¬ 
bat, which they, now, as cautioully declined; 

In its firft view fo difaftrous, this aftion, by the dread it fpread 
among the enemy, proved highly fortunate.—Great as was Mr. 
Thomas’s lofs of brave and attached foldiers, that of the Mu- 
watty’s was infinitely more confiderable.—The immediate confe- 
quence an overture, on the part of their chief of terms, which 
hiortly ied to an amicable adjultment.—They agreed to pay Mr, 
Thomas a year’s rent, and to reftore to him the property that 
had been ftolen.—The performance of thefe articles was guar- 
ranteed by fecurities. 

The punifhment of this village the ftrongell in the whole dif- 
trift, ana its inhabitants the moll refraftory, was highly favourable 
to Mr, Thomas’s intereft; the more fo as in a preceding cam¬ 
paign, the whole force of Begum Sumroo had been in vain exer¬ 
ted to reduce it. Mr. Thomas next prepared to march againft 
the remaining dillrifls which were Hill in rebellion; and hav¬ 
ing recruited liis force for this purpofe he was ordered by Ap- 
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patkandarow to affift the colleflor of the diftrift of Kifhna- 
ghur. 

Convinced by experience that vigorous meafures, could 
alone enfure fuccefs, Mr. Thomas, marched towards the re- 
fraftory villages, of which having gained poffeflion, they 
were quickly confumed by fire. 

An example fo fevere, deterred others from purfuing a fimi- 
lar condufl. Of thefe, the moft confiderable was the town of 
Jyjur, which, however fubmitting on the approach of the troops, 
oppofition was at an end and Mr. Thomas returned to Tejara. 

• 

On the fubmiflion of Jyjur, Appakandarow, gave Mr. Thomas 
an order for a fupply of money upon the colleflorofihat place. 
The colleflor endeavoured to evade payment by reprefenting 
that the diftrefled fituation of Appakandarow (whofe troops had 
juft mutinied for want of payment of their arrears,) required 
every rupee that could be raifed; in confequence, Mr. Thomas 
mull for the prefent difpenfe with payment. This, heobferves 
was true but his people being in dillrefs, to provide a remedy, 
he marched to Behadurghur, in order to raiie by contribution 
the neceflary fupplies. 


In his route, the fraall villages were found to be deferted and 
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the large ones increafed with numbers of armed perfons. By 
this time, Mr. Thomas’s troops thinned by frequent defertions 
amounted only to 300 men, but thefe, had they been foldiers 
accuftomed to difeipline, would ftill have been fufficient to an- 
fwer the purpofc of completing the reduflion of the rebellious 
Zemindars. 

Arriving at Mundaka, the Zemindars of which place had been 
the original caufe of the mifunderftanding betwixt Appakandarow 
and Mr. Thomas, were found ready for the combat; Mr. Tho¬ 
mas therefore, tho’ with a force fo inconfiderable, helitated not in 
making an immediate attack; in this he was fuccefsful, and hav¬ 
ing defeated the enemy, he found in the place plunder to the 
amount of four thoufand rupees. 

During thefe tranfufl-ions, the Begum Sumroo, and the 
1 ^'Iarhatta Governor of Delhi, jealous of the afcendancy Mr. 
Thomas had acquired, fent a force to watch his motions; for 
the prefent he thought the raoft prudent method to efcape obferv- 
ation, would be, by removing to a dillance, and his new levies 
being now’ complete, he marched directly back to the town of 
Tcjara. 


At this place Mr. Thomas received a letter from Appafandarow 
who was ftill detained in the fort of Kotepootly by the mutinous 
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fiate, of his troops. His fituation had been rendered thus un- 
pleaiant by the intrigues of Gopaul Row, Scindia’s Comman¬ 
der in chief. That chief had written letters to the principal fir- 
dars in the army, promifing them payment of their arrears 
provided they would deliver up Appa as a prifoner. He fur¬ 
ther obferved that he had but too much reafon to imagine the 
lirdars would yield a ready acquiefcence to this offer; that dif- 
trefled for provifions, and having his family with him, if Mr. 
Thomas could not come to his afliftance, he mult ultimately be 
compelled to throw himfelf on the mercy of his enemies; 

On receipt of this letter, although it rained heavily and the day 
was far advanced, Mr; Thomas, without hefitation fet off ; he 
marched all that night and the bell part of the enfuing day and 
night tlirough a conftant and heavy rain. About 2 o’clock in 
the morning he arrived at the fort of Kotepootly. The incelFant 
rain prevented his having any oppofition from the enemy without, 
and he encamped under the walls of the fort. The communi¬ 
cation was thus happily opened, and provifions being fent in, 
plenty fucceeded to the fcarcity before experienced. 

Mr. Thomas, aware that the force of the mutineers would 
daily become augmented, recommended to Appakandarow to 
evacuate the fort and retreat to Kanond. In the mean time he 
advifed that letters Ihould be written to Scindia, to deprecate 
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the refentmcnt of that Chief. Approving of Mr. Thomas’s pro- 
pofal, Appakandarow appointed the enfuing day for the accom- 
pliihment of his purpofe, and the bufinels was conduced with 
fo much fecrecy and addrefs, that until the moment of departure 
every one feemed ignorant of the intended movement. At the 
appointed hour, Appakandarow', attended by a few perfons who 
Hill adhered to him, came out of the fort of Kotepootely with 
his family and effefts j he was received by Mr. Thomas and 
placed in the centre of a Itrong detachment, who formed around 
him and commenced their march. 

In order to protefl the baggage, Mr. Thomas with the remain¬ 
der of his force remained behind for a fliort time, but the enemy 
now appearing prepared to purfue the detachment with deter¬ 
mination to refeue Appakandarow’, Mr. Thonrias without further 
delay joined that chief, they had not proceeded far when the 
van of the enemy made their appearance. Mr. Thomas as the on¬ 
ly means of infpiring confidence, recommended to Appakandarow 
to mount an elephant and Ihew himfelf to the troops. The mea- 
fure was inftantly adopted and attended with the happiell effetSf, 
for the enemy perceiving this refolute conduft thought it mod 
prudent to retire, and Mr. Thomas without further oppofition 
condufted his chief in fafety to Kanoond: Appakandarow, releafed 
from his embaralTment was defirous of making a grateful return 
for the fervicesthat had been rendered j He adopted Mr. Thomas 
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as his fon, prefcnted him with the fum of 3,000 rupees to pur- 
chafe an elephant and palankeen fuitable to the dignity of his 
Ration, ordered him to encreafe his force 200 infantry and 
as many cavalry, and finally, made over to him in perpetuity the 
diftri6ls of Byree, Mandate, and Phatoda, which yeild an 

annual revenue of a lack and fifty thoufand rupees. 

He was then dlfmiffed by Appakandarow anddirefted to com¬ 
plete the arrangement of the remaining diftrifts in the Mewatty 
country. 

This was become more neceHary, a principal Zemindar by 
name Gunga Bifhen and oftlie tribe called/lAerr*, had not only 
openly rebelled but had made olFers to Gopaul Row offurrender- 
ingup the diftrifltoScindia; as an additional inducement for his 
acceptance, the rebel Hated that the real amount of the reve¬ 
nues were much larger than what had been acknowledged by 
Appakandarow and paid by him to Scindia as his lord paramount. 
Appa being apprifed of this treacherous correfpondence dire£led 
Mr. Thomas without delay to march and attack the rebel. He, 
on difclofure of his treachery fled to the mountainous part of 
the Mewatty country and there fortified himfelf. The orders 
for the march had been kept a profound fecret in Mr. Thomas’s 


This tribe can bring into the held a body of 14 thoufand men* 
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camp. Arriving fuddenly before the place, by a ruccefsful ftnu 
tagem Mr. Thomas took Gunga BiOien prifoner whom he fent to 
Appa. The fort was ftill maintained by his nephew, and a garri- 
fon of 1000 men, they had abundance of provifions, ammu¬ 
nition, and (lores of all kinds, the only inconvenience fuflained 
by the inhabitants was a fcarcity of water. This article was not 
to be procured within two miles of the place. Mr. Thomas in the 
hope of compelling them to furrender, commenced a blockade 
and the better to enfure fuccefs heconftru6led a chain of redoubts 
round the fort, 

Whild employed in the erection of thefe polls he had a narrow 
efcape for his life; Retired tofnatch an hourof fleep andrefrefli- 
ment from the toils of the preceding day, Mr. Thomas was 
fuddenly awakened in the night by the noife and fliouts of the 
enemy; Repairing to an eminence in the neighbourhood he had 
the mortification to perceive that his own people had given M^ay, 
and the enem) were become mailers of a newly finifhed redoubt, 
together with the arms and ammunition contained within; to add 
to his dillrefs he perceived a party advancing to the place where 
he Rood, unarmed and defencelefs, (the hurry of his b..lng awoke 
not giving him time to fecure either pillols or fide arms,) fortu¬ 
nately however for/w7», a faithful fervant ’laJ follovired him with 
his fword, which taking from the man’s hand he prepared for his. 
defence. 
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From various quarters fpears were thrown, and matchlocks 
fired at him but without efFe£i. Perceiving a Hand of colours 
which his own men had left behind, he ftooped to pick them up 
which the enemy obferving, concluded by the motion of his 
body that he had been wounded; they rufhed on him in num¬ 
bers and wounded him in fcveral places. This compelled him to 
relinquiflt the ccdours and attack the enemy whom he foon 
obliged to retreat; Mr. Thomas then afcended an eminence in 
order to difcover if pollible the direction his own troops had 
taken in their pufillanimous flight, but in vain. Faint from the 
wounds he had received in the late encounter, he now re¬ 
tired within his trenches and got them drefled. The feige of 
the place advanced apace, and two mines having been fprung 
with confiderable effeft, the garrifon capitulated. 

During this feige, Mr. Thomas and his people had undergone 
great hardfliip. Whilll the grain remained on the ground, he 
was enabled to procure fupplies from the neighbouring country, 
but the harveft being got in they were reduced to a fcarcity of 
provifions. His own tent, the only one in the camp, was con¬ 
verted into an hofpital for the fick and wounded, and the feafon 
being fevere Mr. Thomas humanely fold his own horfes to pro¬ 
cure blankets for the men. 


Mr. Thomas next marched to Jyjur, on his arrival at that 
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|)]aee%he Zemindars who had -revolted,»Qt chufing to copvtll the 
point, paid thek rents, and the troops received their arrears. 

Gopaul Row thehforhatta General, was about tliis time fu. 
perfeded in his office of Lieut. General of the poffeffions of Scindia 
in Hindollan. Luckwah Dadahand JigwahBapoo were appoint, 
to fucceed him. In this ftate of Mr. Thomas’s affairs, the army 
of thefe chiefs arrived in the vicinity of Appa’s country. That 
chief determined to pay his refpe<Sls, and for this purpofe, repaired 
to their camp; at firft he was well received, but had not long re¬ 
mained, when a fum of money was required of him under pretext 
of payment of an old tribute due to Scindia. He was moreover 
informed, that until this was paid, he would be detained in the 
camp. 

Unable to raife the fum demanded, Appakandarow was under 
the neceffity of refigning the bell of part of his country into the 
hands of Bapoo Farneveje, who had been appointed by the ex- 
prefs orders of the Poona Government; altho’ the fum required 
was lefs than two lacks of rupees, and many perfbns in Appa’s 
family could ealily have afforded him affiftance in his diftrefs, not 
a man was to be found who would now part with a rupee. The 
diftrifts were therefore made over in mortgage; and the fura, re¬ 
quired by the Marhatta commanders, was advanced by Bapoo 
JFamevefe, 


E 
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It was moreover ftipulated, that the troops kept up by Bapoo, 
for the purpofe of colle6Iion; fliould be paid from the treafury 
of Appakandarow. ** In fliort ( fays Mr. Thomas in terms of 
** indignation) it was plainly to be feen, that whoever might 
hereafter, by chance of war, obtain polfelfion of the diftrifts 
in queftion; it was evident, that by thefe conceflions, App^t 
“ had for ever done away his own right.” 

Among thefe pergunnahs, were three in the Mewatty country, 
which belonged to Mr, Thomas; The lofs- to him was fevere, 
but as he obferves, with a confideration highly to his credit as a 
foldier. ** I had no caufe for complaint when my Principal was 
ruined.” After thefe tranfa6lions, Mr. Thomas was direfted to aflift 
the deputy, appointed by Appa, to collefl the revenues of the re¬ 
maining part of his country; a talk of confiderable difficulty; fince 
the Zemindars, hearing of Appa’s detention in the camp, of the 
Marhattahs, had broken out into open rebellion t^ainll his 
authority. To reduce them to obedience, Mr. Thomas marched 
with about 800 men that rem^ed after the heavy fervice he 
had lately experienced ; promptitude in planning, and vigor.in 
execution, being abfolutely neccffary, Mr. Thomas by his animated 
exertions, in a very fhort time, captured feveral of the principal 
places, fome by day aflaults, and others by night. 


Among others, the capture of Byree appears interefting in.thc 
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narration. ** In the fort (fays Mr. Thomas) exclufive of die gar. 
** rifon, were 300 Rajepoots and Jauts. Thefe had been hired 
*• for the exprefs purpofc of defending the place, and it was 
** here I was in the moft imminent danger of lofing the whole of 
** my party. We had llormed the fort and were beat back with 
** Ibfs, one of my Sirdars was wounded, and from the confufion 
that occured, left behind in the hands of the enemy; the danger 
** was every moment increaling, the town was on a fire in feveral 
parts, and our retreat nearly cut off by the flames that furr oundv 
** ed us. 


In this fituation, we had the additional mortification to 
perceive the mercilefs enemy feize on the wounded officer, 

" and, with favage barbarity, precipitate him into the fire; 

“ Equally animated, as enraged, by this fpetlacle, my troops 
** now ruflied forward to the attack, with an ardour that was 
** irrefiftible. Having gained intire poffcffion of the fort, 
** the foldiers with clamorous expreflions of revenge, infifted on 
“ the death of every one of the garrifon that remained, and I 
*' was not inclined to refufe; but it coft us dear, the enemy to a 
“manmade a brave refi fiance. This conteft was continued fo 
** long, as to afford time to thofewho had retreated, to return; by 
** this means, wc were again engaged, and at one time almoft 
“ overpoweredbut-receiving a reinforcement of our own party, 
“ the enemy, by flow degrees, began again to retreat ;-which they - 
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" I purfUed witii the cavalry; the enemy, once more 

** made a fland in the jui^les, ai^iaing 4be ;town; when, after a 
“ fecond defperatc confli^i, they gave way on all ■fides,and moft 
** of them were cat to pieces.” 

Scarcely however had Mr, Thomas completed the objefts ^ 
his march, when he received letters, from Appa, of a tendency 
moft unpromifittg; in thefe, Appa, after defcanting on ha 
finances, the low flate of which did not permit him to retain 
longer, either Mr. Thomas, or his troops, recommended him to 
difmifs his battalions, and repair to the head quarters, which 
were now in the country of the Row Rajah. 

In anfwer, Mr. Thomas ftated his utter impoflibility to dif- 
charge the men, without previous payment of their arrears. He 
then marched to join Appa, and found that chief in the vicinity 
of Alwar; Appa, after expatiating on the ungrateful conduct 
of thofe perfons who had enjoyed his confidence; informed Mr. 
Thomas, in terms of apparent uneafinefs, that the Marhattah 
-commanders, who had become acquainted with his influence, and 
the part he had taken in the bufinefs againft the mutineers, con- 
fidered him as a dangerous perfon; as one, who would, if occa- 
fion occurred, aO; againft the interefts of Scindia himfelf.—They 
had therefore requefted of him to difcharge Mr. Thomas from 
jjthe fervice. 
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This information however Mr. Thonuis found to be incor- 
re£l; for in a conference he had with Luckwa on the following 
day, that chief not only difclaimed all idea of difapproving Mr, 
Thomas’s conduiEl, but even offered him the command of 2000 
men in the fervice of Scindia. 

Mr. Thomas for feveral reafons declined clofing with this 
propofal; the dillriCls of Appa’s country were now in open re¬ 
bellion, and, notwithflanding the prefent deceit on his part, Mr. 
Thomas confidercd himfelf under obligations which could not 
be paired over; that if he now quitted him, it would in all pro¬ 
bability prove his utter ruin ; he, therefore, refolved to adhere 
to Appakandarow and endeavour to retrieve his affairs. 

Appa excufed himfelf for his late conduft, and Mr. Thomas 
now prepared for his march ; for the prefent he was interrupted 
by a requell from Luckwa to afford his affitlance in the reduflion 
of a fort which had refufed to pay the ufual tribute. Mr. 
Thomas with the confent of Appa, joined the forces of Luckwa 
and comnaenced their march. 

On their arrival before the place Mr. Thomas’s poll was 
afligned him, but his foldiers being now fix months in arrears 
refufed without payment to proceed; in this exigency, Mr, 
Thomas, to fatisfy their demands, was once more compelled to 
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part with his property; having done this, the foldiers returned 
to their duty. 

The enemy, in the hope of compelling the Marhattahs to raife 
the fiegc, had taken poffeffion of the ravines in the neighbour- 
Jiood; feveral flcirmifhes took place, with lofs on both lides, 

A propofal was made by Mr. Gardiner the commandant of 
a brigade of Scindia’s troops, to advance the fecond parallel: 
a council alTembled to confult on the moft eligible mode, but find¬ 
ing this could not be effcded without firfl taking a redoubt which 
lay in their front; No perfon appearing inclined to rilk the 
enterprife, the council broke up. 

On the enfuing day, Mr; Thomas, of his own accord, took 
an opportunity, when the enemy were off their guard, to ftorm 
the redoubt; repeated attempts were made by the enemy tore- 
gain poffeflion, but he bravely maintained himfelf in it, till a 
reinforcement arriving they gave up the conteft; Mr. Thomas 
immediately fortified the poll. 

The parallel was advanced, and, the garrifon, perceiving no 
chance offuccour from without, the commandant negotiated, 
and as a ranfom for the fort agreed to pay the fum of two 
Jacks of rupees, Mr; Thomas received a film fuffiqieni to 
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rcimburfe him for the expences he had incurred and then 
dire£led to return to his own diftrifl;s. Soon after his arrival 
he reftored them to order, 

Mr. Thomas had by this time formed his men into a regiment 
confiding of two battalions; Of ihcfe, one he detached to collefl 
the revenues of the country, and with the other remained at Jyjur. 

Duringthefe tranfaflions. Begum Somroo, in whofe fervice 
Mr. Thomas had formerly been employed, was now trying 
every means in her power to eff’c 6 l his ruin; She had even gone 
fo far as to bribe the Marhattah officers to advife his difiniffion; 
and a body of Marhattas having joined her army, file marched 
from a her capital, and encamped about jy cofs fouth 

eafi: of Jyjur. 

Th is conduct in the Begum Mr. Thomas attributed to the in¬ 
fluence of the officers in her fcrvice, and more particularly to 
that of Levaffo, who not only commanded her troops, but had 
lately received her hand in marriage. 

On every occafion, he was the declared, and inveterate, 
enemy of Mr. Thomas; and had by his influence, wrought in 
the Begum her prefent determination. 


In the Begum’s army it was publickly aflerted, that their pre- 
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fent deilination was againft Mr. Thomas, her force, confiding of 
4 battalions of infantry, 20 pieces of artillery, and about 400 caval¬ 
ry, was commanded by officers of tried and acknowledged abilities: 
Mr. Thomas, having recalled the battalion that had been detach¬ 
ed, had now a regiment confiding of 2000 men, 10 pieces of artil¬ 
lery, 500 irregulars and 200 cavalry. 


The diflenfions however that arofc among the Begum’s offi • 
ccrs, not only induced her to relinquifh her intention of attack¬ 
ing Mr. Thomas; but ended in her imprifonment, and the total 
fubverfion of her authority. The caule of thefe diflenfions 
mulj now be traced to its fource. 


Levajffo who had the chief command of the Begum’s army was 
jealous of the authority of Legois. This man is a German, and 
fo named from Liege, the place of his nativity. He had been 
many years in habits of intimacy and friendfliip with Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, and on the prefent occafion, had drenuoufly diflliaded the 
Begum from the propofed hodilities.—This conduft, having 
given umbrage to Levaflb, he by his influence with the Begum, 
procured Legoi’s degradation; and to render his difgrace the more 
mortifying, his place was given to a junior officer. 

A conduft fo inconfident and unjud, difguded the foldiers, 
who for many years, had been commanded by Legois, with whom 
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alfotliey had often fought and conquered; They remoahrated, 
but in vain, againft the meafure, finding there was no hope of 
altering the Begum’s refolution, they fuddenly broke out into 
open mutiny. They invited Zuffur Yah Khaxon, the fon of the 
late Sumroo, by a former wife, who then refidcd at Delhi to be¬ 
come their commander. In return, they proraifed to feat him 
on the mufnud.—For thispurpofe, a deputation of the army, in 
fpite of all the exertions of the Begum, repaired to Delhi, 
and folemnly tendered him the command, Zuffur Yab Khawn, 
fearful of the intrigues of his mother in law, at laft confented. 
To relieve his apprehenlion, the deputation, in the name of the 
army, took an oath of fidelity to him on the fpot. 

On the firft intelligence of the confpiracy, the Begum, and 
l.evaffo, with a few of their old fervants, prepared for flight.— 

It was their intention, to have proceeded direflly to the Ganges, 
and to feek refuge, in the country of the Vizier Afuph ool Dowla. 

In this refolution however, they were unfortunately intercep¬ 
ted. A party of cavalry which had been detached by Zuffur Yub 
Khawn, on the firft intimation of their flight, overtook and 
furrounded them, at the village of Kerwah, in the Begum’s Jaghire, 
4 miles diftant from her capital; Previous to the commencement 
of hoftilities, the commandant of cavalry, proclaimed a free par¬ 
don and proraife of their arrears to the foldiers, who flill adhered 
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to the Begun, on eondition, of their laying down their arms, and 
delivering up the Begum and her huiband. 


In the confufion that arofe, and before any refolution could 
be taken, fome {hot were fired, and a few men flightly wounded ; 
the foldiers, perceiving they had nothing to hope from the Be¬ 
gum (who they knew only wifhed to get away with her efFe£ls) 
openly declared themfelves for Sumroo’s fon. The infantry 
then furrounding her palanquin, demanded her to furrcnder; 
The cavalry, at the fame time furrounded her hufband, who was 
on horfe back; the Begum at that inliant, drew a poignard 
from her fide, and running the point of it a crofs her bread, drew 
a little blood, but with no intention of killing herfelf; Her at¬ 
tendants calling for alfiflance, Levajfo hearing the tumult, de¬ 
manded to know what had happened; he was anfwered, that 
the Begum had killed herfelf; Jrvzce, he put the fame queftion,. 
and receiving the fame anfwer, with great deliberation, he put 
a piftol to his mouth, ftiot himfelf, and immediately fell from his 
horfe .—** The villains, ( fays Mr. Thomas) who the preceding 
day had ftyled themfelves, his flaves, now committed every a6l, 
of infult and indignity upon his corpfe!” For three days it lay ex- 
pofed to the infults of the rabble, and was at length thrown, 
into a ditch. 


Meanwhile, Zaffur Yab Khawn, advanced to Sirdhanah whither 
the Begum had already been conduced a prifoner, and having 
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affumed the government of the jaghire, tranquillity was foon 
re-edabiiflied. 

Freed from the apprehenfion of hoilitilies, Mr. Thomas 
now feduloufly employed himfelf in the arrangement of the 
diilrifls. 

Appakandarow, who during the late events had found means 
to fow diffenfions between Luckwa and Bappoo Fernevefe, now 
reaped the fruits of his addrefs. Finding thefe commanders at 
variance, he prepared to return to Kanond; and while on the 
march to that place, fent written orders to Mr. Thomas to difmifs 
the colle6lors who had been appointed by Bappoo; and to rein- 
ftate his own. 

Mr. Thomas obeyed, but Bappoo’s army amounting to 3,000 
men, it cotl the lives of many, to dirpolTefs him. 

This aflfair however, being at length terminated j Mr. Thomas, 
had the long expefted interview with Appa. They met at 
Narnoul, a place which had that morningfurrendered to his arms. 
After the ftrongeft exprelTions of fatisfaftion, and of the fenfe he 
entertained of his fer vices; as proof of thofe fentiments, Appa- 
kandarow prefented Mr. Thomas, with an elephant, a palanquin, 
ihawls, and other articles of value. 
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A reception fo cordial was highl)^ gratifying, but its effed 
was foon diminifhed, when three days after, Appa demanded 
the delivery of a Bramin, in the fcrvice of Bappoo Fernevefe, 
from whom he intended to exa6l a fine* 


It muft here be remarked, that previous to the furrender of the 
fort, this man, coming privately to Mr. Thomas’s camp, had 
offered terms for the delivery of the fort; for himfelf and two 
others, who accompanied him, as the reward of his treachery, he 
required fecurity of life and property, to which, Mr. Thomas 
yielded a ready alTent. 

Notwithllanding thefe aflurancesi Appa, at this time, in want 
of a fupply of money, infilled on his delivery, which Mr. Tho* 
mas, for the reafons above ftated, as pofitively declined. 

To convince Appa, of the juftnefs of his reafoning, Mr. 
Thomas exhibited to that chief his own written orders, which 
had been communicated at the commencement of hoftiiities; Thefe 
pofitively fpecified, that the fervants of Bappoo or his adherents, 
who fubmitted, Ihould not fuffer either in perfon or fortune, but 
on the contrary were to be allowed, a fafe condufl, and fuitable 
cfcort, to Mattra or Delhi. 


In vain, Mr- Thomas fliewed this order, Appa continacd 
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inAniibie, and contended moreover, that as thefe people had- 
fomwrly been in his own employ, he had on the prefent occa- 
iion a right to extort money. On quitting the Durbar, the 
Bramin informed Mr. Thomas, that he with others was wil> 
ling to fettle accounts with Appa, and only required that 
perfons of integrity Ihould be appointed to infpe^ them. 
To this likcwife Appa refufed his confent, adding, that if 
Mr. Thomas ftill hefitated to ddiver up the people, his owrr 
eonfequence would thereby be leflened in the eyes of his army. 
They parted, mutually dilTatisfied with each other, to bring this 
bufinefs to an iffue, Mr. Thomas lent a meflage offering to pro¬ 
cure a perfon, who, if the Bramin was liberated, fhould become 
refponfible for the adjuftment of the accounts. Appa, highly 
enraged, and well knowing that the Bramin owed him nothing, 
not only rejefled this propofal, but declined all further inter- 
courfe, 

A few days after this altercation, Appa fent a meflage to Mr. 
Thomas defiring his attendance in the town. He went thither, 
on his arrival at the houfe he was informed by the fervants that 
Appa was unable to come down, Mr. Thomas, unwilling to give 
any caufe for offence, ordered the foldiers who had accompanied 
him to remain below, and afeending by himfelf, w’as, by a perfon 
on whofe attachment he could rely, introduced into his 

apartment, to his no fmall furprife, that chief appeared in 

F » 
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perfefi health, but of this Mr. Thomas took no notice, the 
difcourfe concerning the Bramin was renewed, and fiiort- 
ly after, Appa riling from his feat told Mr. Thomas he 
intended taking a flight repaft, and would then return. 
Scarcely bad he quitted the room in which they fat, before 
Mr. Thomas was furprifed by the appearance of feveral armed 
men; He now began to fufpefl fome treacherous attempt 
againft his pcrfon might be intended, but, with that prefence of 
mind which on trying occafions never forfook him, he continued 
firm on his feat; Convinced, that if on tliis occafion, he had 
jretired, it would have afforded matter of triumph to liis enemies. 


In this fituation he remained until Appa returned to an ad¬ 
joining room, from thence he fent Mr. Thomas a written order 
immediately to deliver up the perfons in queftion, Mr. Thomas 
perceiving matters were advancing to a crifis, and preferring 
death to difhonor, rofe from his feat, and refolutely told the 
perfon who had delivered the order, that he would never per¬ 
form what was now required; without further difculfion, he 
entered the apartment of Appa, his fword being in his hand but 
as yet undrawn; The Marhatta chief, on Mr. Thomas’s approach, 
appeared hefitating and as if he was uncertain how to aft; Mr. 
Thomas perceiving his confufion took this opportunity of 
paying him the cuftomary compliment, and retiring unmoleftcd^ 
.■tho!, fully determined to vifithim no more. 
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On arrival in the camp, Mr. Thomas difpatched his Dexoan 
to Appakandarow with the following meffage. That compelled 
by a juii indignation againft the treachery of his proceeding, he 
would no longer ferve him. In making this declaration Mr. 
Thomas had the fatisfafiion to find, he was fupported by the 
troops, who fired at the infult offered to a man, whom tliey fo 
highly refpefled, had declared with unanimous confent, that they 
would remain no longer in the fervice of Appakandarow; Inti¬ 
midated, by this fpirited refolution, Appa, now wifhed to com- 
promife the matter; He fent excufes to Mr. Thomas in miti¬ 
gation of his treachery, and to enfure confidence came the next 
day in perfon to the camp. Willing to forget the paft, Mr. 
Thomas received his chief with refpe6t, and matters having once 
more been placed on an amicable footing, Appa told Mr. 
Thomas, that he had received letters from Bappoo Farnevefe 
requefting the delivery of the perfons, who had occafioned the 
differences, as a perfonal favour to himfclf. They were accord- 
ingly fent off to Muttra, in the manner propofed. 

Mr. Thomas was now dirc6led to repair to the Mawatty coun¬ 
try, to colleft the tribute that had become due. Taking leave of 
Appa, he in a few days arrived at Mewat; His prefence at this 
junflure, was the more neceffary, perpetual quarrels having 
arifen between the colle6lors of Appakandarow, and tiiofc wlio 
ihad been recently nominated by the Marhatta commanders; 
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Mr> Thomas however by bis a6:ive and fpirited conduS. on 
occafion, by punifliing fome and conciliating others, at laft 
brought matters into a Bivourable train of fettlement.—In the 
courfe of thefe tranfafiions he had been under the neceffity of 
taking one of the forts by ftorm, in which was found leveral 
pieces of artillery, and an abundant fupply of bullocks and other 
carriage cattle. Appakandarow, hearing of this capture claimed 
as his right the artillery that had been found in the fort. Mr. 
Thomas as ftrenuoufl) infilled on its being the property of the 
captors. Repeated altercations enfued, till at length, Appakan- 
darow having fecretly gained over a body of Ghofieins, who were 
proceeding to their annual pilgrimage at Hurdzcar, infiigated 
them to the attack of Mr. Thomas’s camp. 
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CHAPTER HI. 


Defer iptive Account of the Hxj Knw a.k, and of the annual Pilgrim 
mage — Mr. Thomas defeats the Gtiosszias — thedi/lriSls of 
Panniput and Soneput arc added to Mr. Thomas's 
pofjejfions—account of the City (/Panniput, and of the 
Canal of Ahi Mekdan Khan. 

THE mountains through which the Ganges flows at Hurdwaf, 
prefent the fpcilator with the view of a grand natural amphi¬ 
theatre, their appearance is rugged and deflitute of verdure, they 
run in ridges and bluff points, in a direflion cafl and weft; at the 
baik of the largcft range, rife, towering to the clouds, the 
lofty mountains of Himmaiayah, whofe tops are covered with 
perpetual fnow, which on clear days, prefent a moll fublime prof- 
peft. Their large jagged mafles, broken into a variety of irregular 
lhapes. added to their ftupendous height, imprefs the mind with 
an idea of antiquity and grandeur coeval with the creation, and the 
eternal froft with which they are encrufted, appears to preclude 
the poflibility of mortals ever attaining their fummit. 

In viewing this grand fpe£lacle of nature, the traveller may 
eafily yield his aflent to, and pardon the fuperftitious veneration of 

G 
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the Hindoo votary, who in the fervour of his imagination, afligns 
the fummit of thefe icy regions, as the abode of the great Mahadeo 
or Firji caufe^ where feated on his throne of Ice, he is fuppofed to 
receive thchomage of the furrounding univerfe. 


Hurd war is a place of great fanftity, and rendered, memorable 
for the pilgrimages made thither, from a remote antiquity. 


About the latter end of March, and beginning of April, the 
pilgrims from Punjab, Guzurat and the lowed; parts of Bengal 
alTemble in prodigious numbers.’ 

In 1794 not Icfs than an hundred and fifty thoufand perfons. 
were aflembled, though fourteen days were Hill remaining before 
the pilgrimage would be completed. 


Brimha and Bishun, or the Creating and Preserv¬ 
ing powers, are the principal objefls of worfhip at Hurdwar. 
The temple, fuuated at the foot of the mountain is called Brimka- 
koond, or the refervolr of Brimha. Hither the pilgrims refort, 
and after purifying themfcives in the Ganges, they cut off their 
hair and fliave themfelves. Thofe who die during the pilgri¬ 
mage, are burnt on the banks of the Ganges, and their allies 
thrown into the river. 


The pilgrimage to Hurdwar is elleemed of fuch confequcnce, 
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as to be equivalent to that of Cafi (Benares) Puraug (Allahabad) 
or Chiltumbrum in the Carnatic, and a devotee who had vifited 
this place may be excufed from going to any other, the remainder 
of his days. This pilgrimage never fails to benefit the inhabitants 
of Hurd war, and the neighbouring villages; as out of the great 
number who rcfort there at the annual period, all perfons are 
obliged to pay a Dnjloor^ or tax to the Bramins and Chokeydars 
cf the villages; this amounts to a large fum. 

Exclufive of the profits before ftatcd, the Mahrattas receive a 
tax upon horfes and camels coming to the fair, the former pay- 
ing eight annas per head, and the latter fix annas ; one half of 
this impofi; is levied at the village Joalahpore, and the remain¬ 
der at the Iliirdwar. Ilackerys, or wheel carriages pay a tax of 
eight annas, and the covered doolies for the women two annas; 
There is likewifca refoom (cuflom) upon the Jale of horfes and 
camels, on the former ten per cent, and the latter eight, which 
is paid equally between the vender and purchafer. Another 
mode by which the inhabitants enrich thcmfelves, is by raifing 
the pri:e of grain, and articles of provifion, though upon the ba¬ 
lance this is not much againfl the vifitors, who bringing along 
with them the produ8.ion of their refpeftivc countries, difpofe 
of their goods to advantage at Hurdwar. 


Hence this pilgrimage has been converted into a great fair. 
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■where all forts of merchandize from various pswrts of Hindooftan 
are fold. 


To Hurdwar are brought horfes, camels, mules, cloths from 
the Punjab, fliawls, fruit, faffron, mulk, Calhmerian wool, brafs, 
and tutinague, ckerrujs, an intoxicating drug, which bears an ex. 
ceflive price in Bengal; fire arms from Lahore, and excellent 
Perfian fcimitars; Thefe feveral articles are bought, exchanged 
and fold, and from the aflemblage of people compofed of fb 
many different nations, the place refembles a grand commercial 
emporium; added to this, thofe Rajahs and petty chiefs, who vifit 
Hurdwar from religious motives, being attended by their troops, 
and their refpediive fuits, contribute to accumulate the general 
mafs, fo that all is hurry, buftle, noife and confulion. 

But to return to our narrative after this digrelfion. The 
Marhatta chief afore-mentioned, having inlligated the Ghoffeins 
to attack Mr. Thomas in his camp, to encourage them, offered 
as a reward for their fervices, the fum of«ten thoufand rupees. 
Thefe particulars were communicated to Mr. Thomas by his 
own vakeel, then refident with Appa. Incenfed at the indignity 
offered him by a conduft fo treacherous, he marched againft the 
Ghoffeins, whom he attacked and defeated with great lofs to 
them, and to himfelf but trifling; After the encounter, they fled 
towards jDelhi, and not thinking themfelves fafe there, contijm. 
cd to retreat until they had croffed the Jumna, 
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On retf«»t of the Ghofieins, Mr. Thomas expoftulated with 
Appa on the treachery of his condu6l; He told him that the 
late tranfa^ion was fo {hamefuF. that he could no longer re¬ 
main in his fervice, Mr. Thomas particularly expatiated on the 
treatment fuftained by a Mr, Taylor, whom after unjuftly de¬ 
priving of his command, Appa had confined in the fort of 
Goalier, under the pretext of extorting money, till finding the 
man was not either to be daunted by threats, or cajoled by 
promifes, he had at length given him his liberty "Such (faid Mr. 
Thomas with indignation) has been the fate of all who have 
ferved you with the fidelity,*' 

As a Mahratta is feldom at a lols for an excufe, Appa in 
anfwer to thefe charges, replied, that his own inability to attend 
to bufmefs, (being confined by illnefs) had occalioned thofe who 
had undertaken to manage his concerns, to aft in a manner fo 
unworthy; that a dangerous diforder with which he had been 
long affliftcd was growing worfe every day, and that he wilhed 
much for a perfonal interview with Mr. Thomas before his 
death; In this letter, Appakandarow, further urged, that the 
perfon whom he intended for his fuccefibr, being young and 
inexperienced, he wiflied to avail himfelf of the benefit of Mr. 
Thomas’s counfel, Appakandarow being from experience well 
convinced no other perfon would be equally interelled with the 
welfare of his family; Finally, he affured Mr, Thomas# that onr- 
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the propoftd interview he would not only clear himfclf from the 
afperfions of treachery, but arrange every thing to their matual 
fatisfa£lion and advantage. 


"This intimation excited no fmall degree of furprife in Mr. 
Thomas, but from pall experience he did not chufe to place 
implicit reliance, in the declaration of the Mahratta chief; He 
was thus reduced to a critical fituation, for as on the one hand, it 
was difficult to refufe the requeft of fo powerful a cliief, fo on 
the other, a laudable regard for his perfonal fafety, if treachery 
were intended, induced him to decline the propofed vifit. From 
this (late of uncertainty and fufpeace, he was happily relieved, 
by intelligence of a numerous body of Seiks having made an ir¬ 
ruption into the DooaA, and were at that time committing de¬ 
predations, in the vicinity of Seharunpore, the capital of the 
late Gholaum Cadir Khan. 


The apprehenfion of all parties was confiderably augmented, 
when it was known that on their firft onfet, they had cut to pieces 
fome battalions of Mahratta troops, llationed for the defence of 
that province. 

Although Appakandarow had no particular connexion with 
Seharunpore, he thought that in common with other powers 
lie ought to exert himfelf to prevent further incurfions, cfp.e- 
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crally as his own diftnft would in all probability be the next in¬ 
vaded by thefe defperate marauders; He therefore direded 
Mr. Thomas to march with his whole force, and with all pof. 
fible expedition, giving the mod exprefs injun6lions to fight the 
Seiks wherever he might come up with them in the Mahratta 
territories. 

Agreeably to thefe inflruflions, Mr. Thomas lod no time in re¬ 
pairing to Jvjur, from whence crofling the Jumna to the north¬ 
ward of Delhi, he advanced rapidh' towards the enemy. They 
not being inclined for the conteft, thought proper to retreat, 
croffed the river, and returned unmolclled to the Punjab. Mr, 
Thomas in this place remarks, that whild in the fervicc of Be¬ 
gum Sumroo, he had encountered the Seiks on more than one 
occalion, and had already given them faviplcs of his method 
of fighting f and though their number at this time were not more 
than five thoufm I men, they had not only defeated the Mah- 
rattas, but compelled them to take ftielter in the fort of Jelalabad, 

Luckwa commander of the Marhatta forces, hearing of the 
difgrace fuflained by his troops, at Scharunporc, as likewife of 
the fubfequent flight of the Seiks on Mr. Thomas’s approach, 
now requefted of Appa to permit this cnterprifing man to 
xaife a body of two thoufand men for the prote£lion of the pro¬ 
vince ofSeharunpore, and other parts of the Mahratta polTeflions. 
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To this: reqtteft Appa tho' with difficulty complied, and in 
confeqoence the Purgunahs of Panniput, Soneput, and K«maul* 
were affignedto Mr. Thomas, for the payment of 2,000 infantry,. 
200 cavalry and fixjteen pieces of field artillery. Bappoo Scindia 
was nominated to the government of SeharunporCt which with 
the country adjacent, at the period we are fpeaking of yielded an. 
annual revenue of ten lacks of rupees^ 


The (ituation the city of Panniput, and the celebrated ca* 
nal in its neighbourhood, may perhaps juftify a digreflion in its 
fi^vour, and curiofity will be gratified in the detail of its ancient, 
and prefent {late. 

Panniput is a. city- of great antiquity and was inhabited i 
by Mahometans in the reign of Mahmoud of Ghuzna^ 
who during one of his incurfions into, Hindoollan, fettled 
a colony , at that place. In the time of the Emperor Shah 
Jehan it was a populous city, and in. the reign of Mahomed 
Shah, was felefled by. that prince as his principal refidence. In 
the year goo of the Hijira, or A. D. 1525 the Mogul Emperor 
Mahomed Baber invaded Hindoollan; Ibrahim Lodi of the. 
Patan dynafty, at that time fat on the throne of Delhi, 


He prepared torefifl the invader, and aflTembling his forces 
conduced them towards the frontiers. The rival armies met on 
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the plains of Panniput, and a genera! engagement enfued, in 
which the forces of Ibrahim were totally defeated and hindelf 
flain. The deceafed monarch was interred on the fpot, vdiere 
he fell, by the command of Baber, who dire£led a tomb to be 
erefled to his memory. This tomb is ftill to be feen, about three 
miles to the north weft of the city. In commemoration of the 
victory, the Mogul prince direCted a magnificent moftjue to be 
built on the fpot, where his own tent was pitched, on the eaftern 
fide of the city. It is called Cabil' Bang. 

This building which exhibits one of the firfl fpecimcns of 
Mahomedan grandeur, among the Mogul race of princes, con. 
fills of a fpacious apartment of forty feet fquare, with others 
adjoining. It is furmounted at top, by a magnificent dome, 
with fix and twenty others of fmaller dimenfions. Thefo 
arc attached to different apartments on each fide of the mofque. 
To the eye this building has a very grand effedt, but it is 
difficult to deferibe. The edifice is furrounded by a high wall 
of confiderable length, and within the enclofure are convenient 
habitations for the attendant.s on the mofque. The wall ir; 
flanked with oClangular pavilions of red ftone, and the en¬ 
trance through the gateways are of the fame materials. 

The plain of Panniput has likewife betn celebrated in the 
hiftory of modern times; it was on this plain that the famous 
battle was fought in 1762 between Ahamed Shah, the Duranny, 
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and the Mahrattas. The latter were commanded by Vifwas 
Raou, a prince of the Mahratta empire, who was flain in the 
conteft. The lofs of this aftion, wrefled from the Mahrattas 
the fovereignty of Iliiidooftan, though the fupinenefs andeffimi- 
nacy of Ahamed Shah after his fuccefs, prevented his enjoying 
the fruits of his vi£lory.* 


The city of Panniput is fituated in 129 n. 22 m. of north 
latitude. Its circumference may be about four miles. It was 
formerly furrounded by a brick wall, which in many places 
is flill entire.—This wall and a noble caravanfera of ftone, 
adjoining the Delhi gate, was built at the expence of Nu- 
•waub Rofhun A 1 Dowlah, Grand Chamberlain of the houfe- 
hoJd to Mahomed Shah. The remains of the Delhi gate are 
Hill handfomei It is built of brick forty feet in height, arched 
at the top and flanked with towers of red ftone, and is connefted 
by a rampart with the city wall. The exterior of this gateway is 
encrufted with very fine chunam, and decorated with paintings 
of flowers, in various patterns, executed in a flyle of peculiar 
neatnefs and delicacy. 

• The particulars of tbit battle have been too ably detailed by the pen of Colonel 
Blown in a letter to the Afiatic Society, to require cotnmentt in this place. It is hare 
f jfii :icnt to remark that no remaini of the entrenched camp of the Marhattahs arc non 
to be fceii, the plain being perfeflly lerel. But about a mile eafl of the city, two trees 
wff; pointed out to ui by the nativc(| as the place where the Bhow’i Tent was pitched 
^pieviouf to thebattle« 
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In the centre of the city, is the (hrine of a Mahomedan devo¬ 
tee, by name Shah Shurfuddeen Boo All Culilider, the Son of 
Furruckuddeen Iraki; Since his death which happened in the 
y24th year of the Hijcrah, this maulbloum has been repaired 
feveral times. The tomb is fituated at the upper end of a 
fpacious fquare, at the entrance to which is a fereen of perfo¬ 
rated ftone work, beyond this, is the verandah or portico, the 
roof of which is fupported by four pillars of Sungmuliuk, a 
fpecies of black marble, the pillars are twelve feet in height 
having pedcllals of porphyry. The ceiling of this portico is 
decorated with paintings of flowers on fine Chunam; along the 
front of the veftibule, on a flab of white marble, are engraved 
couplets in the Perfian language in black marble charafters— 
Thefe verfes arc in praife of the fanfiity of the deceafed, and 
by the operation of the arithmetical verfe called Abjud* give 
the date of his death in the 721th year of the Hijerah. 


• The Arithmetical vtrfc called ABJUD confifts of the letter! of the arable alphabet joined 
together To as to form articulate foundsi but without a«y meaning. It runs thus 








which may be given as follows in Poman chara^er. 

Ahjud, HunuuuZy hut fee, Cullamun; Sau/uz, lufjlut /ukkhz, ZuzKug, 

Each of thefe letters having a nutiicrical property from one^ to one thoufandi by this 
operation the dates of inferi^tions are dlfc^verrcJ, Sec Richardfon’i Dfflionary ir:ic?c 
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Within the dl 9 me is the grave of Boo Ali Culinder, it is Hx 
feet by three, of white marble, and is covered by.a pall of 
rich brocade. The whole is furrounded by a lattice work of 
wood. Above is a covering of green filk fupported by four 
pillars of wood, encrufted with mother of pearl. 


The revenues of this tomb were formerly confiderable, but 
moft of them, during the troubles which have fubfifted in the 
upper provinces, have long fince been confifeated. However, 
ftill there are from four to five hundred perfons attendant on the 
ferine.—Thefe fubfift on the contributions of the charitable. 


The city though now much decayed, and the population re¬ 
duced, formerly contained many good houfes. The bazars, 
of which there are two, are of confiderable length, but narrow; 
they contain about three hundred fiiops tolerably well furnifhed. 
The trade of this place confills in imports of fait, grain of all 
kinds, and cotton cloths, they export coarfe fugar. 

In the flourilhing times of the empire, Panniput fituated in the 
high road to Lahore, Cabul and Perfia, was the emporium of the 
caravans from the north, and the feat of an extenfive commerce. 
But the ravages occafionecl by the dillradled ftate of the empire, 
for more than half a century have not only caufed a fad reverfe, 
but almoft annihilated its commercial.relations with other coun¬ 
tries. 
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CANAL OF ALI MERDAN KHAN. 

In the reign of Shah Jehan, Ali Merdan Khan, a nobleman 
of ihc court of Peifi i, who had revolted from entered 

into tlic fervice of the Mogul prince, having previoufly de¬ 
livered up the important fortrefs of Candahar, of which he was 
governor. 


Th’:> nobleman being a man of a public fpirit and a pattern of 
Trit'ndiecnce, dug at his own expenee a canal from the vicinity of 
the ei: y of Panniput, near the head of the l)oo-ab, which exten- 
cL';i to ill.' fuburbi' of Djllii. It comprehended a trafl of ninety 
iiiilc-i in the extent, Ip' wliich means the villages in the ncigh- 
b’-'nih I, an ! rv.iy ^vhere wkhin it.s innu..‘nce, received a inoft 
luinri/.i j'e: benefit iii the cultivation of their binds. 

T'lio' noble'C inaP' run.s in a dircelion from north to fouth, and 
is in general ah ^ut t'-n niilcr. cliflant from the Jumna, until it joins 
that river nine miles below the city of new Delhi. From this 
canal hik; it exifled, a revenue was produc ed to the royal ircafu. 
ry of fourteen lacks of rupee,s per annum. At [rrefent it is out 
of repair, dried up, and in many places ahnofl dellroyed ; and in 
llic hands of the Mahrattahs, its prefent poffclfors, the cultivation 
of the adjacent country fearcely yields a lack of rupees. 

It is c.dled by the natives NEHUR BEHI^ISHT or cann! of itrsJlft." 


£I » 
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CHAPTER IV 

Rejloration io her anihorily of the Begum Som roo —account 
of Si RD ANN AII— death and chara^ler of Appakan- 
DARow —capture of Samli—Mr. Thomas marches io 
Panniput. 

RESUMING our narrative after tlie foregoing digrcfTIon, it 
is neceffary to remark, tliat about tliis time. Begum Somroo, 
whofe depofition from authority, we have before noticed, flid 
remained a prifoncr at Sirdliannah. In a manner the mod abjetl 
and defponding, die addreffed Mr. Thomas, flie dated her 
apprehenfions of being poifoned, or otherwife put to death; 
affirmed that her only depeiidance was on him, imploreil him 
to come to her aflidance, and, finally, odored to pay any fuia 
of money the Maliraitas fiiould require, on condition they would 
rcindate her in her Jaghire. 

On receipt of ihefe letters, Mr. Thomas by an offer of 
l'20,ooo rupees prevailed on Bappoo Scindia to make a move*, 
ment towards Sirdhannah. Convinced from his former exped- 
cnce, that unlefs he could gain over a part of the troops under 
Zaffisr Yab Khan to the Begum’s interell, not only his exertions 
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would be fruitlefs, but that (he herfelf would be expofed to the 
greateft perfonal danger. He therefore fet on foot a negotiation 
for this purpofe, in which having fucceeded, he marched and 
encamped with his whole force at the village ol Kathoolee 
eight cofs to the north eaft of Sirdhannali. Here Mr. Thomas 
publitkly gave out, that unltTs the Begum was reindated in her 
authority, thofe who refilled mull expefl no mercy, and to give 
additional w’eight to this declaration, he apprized them, that 
he was atiing under the orders of thv'' Mahratta chiefs. 

This intimation was at fird attended with defired effcfl. Part 
of tlie troops belonging to the garrifon indantly mutinied, con¬ 
fined Zaffer Yab Khan, and declared fur the Begum. Mr. 
Thomas however who well knew that no reliance could be 
placed on the capricious temper of tioops accuflomed to fre¬ 
quent mutinies, lod no time in advancing to Sirdliannah, but 
before lie reached that place, a counter revolution had already 
proclaimed ihercdoration of Suniroo’s Son, 

Efcoitcclby only ro horfe of approved fidelity, Mr. Thomas 
entered the cantonments, having at the time he fet oat dircflcd 
400 of his infantry to follow him with all poUiblc expedition ; 
the arrival of the latter force was particularly fortunate, as 
ZafFcr Yab Khan on Mr. Thomas’s firft appearance, perceiving 
him flightly attended, thought he had now got him into his 
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power, and inftrufted his foldiers to threaten him with inftant 
death, but at that moment the reinforcement abovementioned 
arriving, and the mutineers thinking the whole Mahratta force 
was at hand, not only gave over their defign, but now became as 
fubmiffive, as tlicy had before been infolcnt. 


Abandoning the caufe of Somroo’s fon, they endeavoured 
through the Begum’s mediation, to deprecate the refentment of 
the Mahratta commanders, to this, the Begum having confented, 
an oath of fidelity was adminiftcred to the troops, and flie was 
finally reinllated in the full authority of her Jaghire. 


Somroo’s fon, after being plundered of his efiVcls, was recon- 
dudlcd a prifoner to Delhi. Part of the fum fiipulatcd was now 
paid to Bnppoo Scindia, and the remainder promifed. An 
interview took place between the Begum and the Mahratta 
chiefs, Vvhen every thing being amicably adjullcd, the army 
quitting Sirdhannah repaired to their rerpetlive deRinations. 


The rcftoratlon of the Begum to her authority, affords us 
an opportunity of giving a detailed account of her Jjghire, 

Sirdhannah, the rcfidence of Begum Soraroo, is the capital 
of afmall principality, fuiiated in the centre of the Dooab, in 
latitude 29, 10 north, and about thirty-five colfcs diflaiit from 
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0 elhi. This Jaghirc was' from early tim«!s rich ariH fruiifuli 
it was firit peopled by a Hindoo Rajah nSttled' Strlchut. When 
the famous Mahmood of Ghuzna invaded Hindooftan, he fet¬ 
tled a colony of mulTuImans in this diftrift, arid'diftribuiid lands 
to them in feveral parts of the coantr5^ When the pofterity of 
Timoor became firmly feated on the throne of India, Sirdhad- 
nah was firft attached to the province of Sehanrunpore, fitiiateS 
at the head of the Dooab and at the foot of the mountains cal¬ 
led Sezoalick. In the reign of Mahmood Shah it was affighed 
as a Jaghire to thefamous Kummur uddeen Khan, and fuble- 
xjuentto that period it was held by an omrah named Yacoob AK 
Khan of the court of Alumgeer the 2d. 

On the death of that monarch, the province of Sehaurun* 
pore was poffelTed by the Nawaub Nujuff Khan, prime mi- 
nifler to the prefent king, and he allotted Sirdhannah and its 
dependancy to Somroo, a German, who had been in the fer- 
vice of Cofllm Ali Khan, the depofed fubah of Bengal. This 
man is well known to the EngliiTi by the fhare he bore in the 
dreadful cataflrophy of Patna; on the death of Somroo which 
happened in the year 1776, NujulF Khan delivered over the 
pergunnah to his widow the prefent Begum, on condition of her 
keeping up a force of three battalions of infantry for the pro- 
tedion of the province. 

When Nujuff Klian died, the Begum Bill kept pofleffion of 
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her jaghire, from which time until the period we are fpeaking. 
of, her fituation has been fully detailed in recent publications.* 


The habitation of Begum Somroo is in a large and fpacious.- 
inclofure, equal in many refpefls to a fortified town. The 
Houfe is well built and handfomely furniflicd, partly after the 
European and partly after the Hindoollany ftyle, thefe blended, 
together have a fingular, though not upon the whole an un- 
pleafing appearance. Hofpitable in her manner, the Begum’s 
table is furnilhed with every thing the country can afford. 
European articles of all kinds are procured from Calcutta. 


It has been the conflant and invariable ufage of this lady, to 
exaft from her fubjefis and fervants the moll rigid attention to 
the culloms of Hindooflan. She is never feen out of doors, 
or in her public durbar unveiled. 

Her officers and others, who have bufinefs with her, pre- 
fent themfelves oppofite the place where flic fits; the front of 
her apartments is furniflied with Chicques or India fercens, thefe 
being let down from the roof; In this manner flie gives au¬ 
dience, and tranfatls bufinefs of all kinds. She frequently ad¬ 
mits to her table the higher ranks of her European officers, but 
never admits the natives to come within the inclofure. Oir 
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dinner being announced, twenty or thirty of her female* aiten-. 
dants moil of them chriftians, repairing to the outer door, there 
receive the diflies and place them upon table, they wait on the 
company during the repaft, which is always plentiful and well 
ferved.* 


The Begum being thus rellored to her authority, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas next received orders to proceed to Samli^ and punifli tlic 
commandant of that place for his condu6l in encouraging the 
Seiks in their intended incurfions into the Dooab, and having 
communicated to them the defencelefs ftate of the upper provinces. 

After a fatiguing and difficult march of 30 co/s in one day, 
Mr. Tliomas arrived before Samli.t An aflion took place, in 

* Begum Somroo Is about foitv^fivc years of age, fmall In (lalure, hut inclined to be plump# 
Her complexion is very fair, her ryes black, large and animated. Her drefs pnfctfHv min* 
dovjQany and of the mod codly materials. She fpcaks the Fcrfian and Hindooflany languages 
with fluency, and in her convcrfaiion is erg’ging, fcnfiblc and fpirited. 

i Samli , a large town filuatcd near the head of the Dooab in the province of Schaarunpofc* 
It lb two mlics in ciicumfcreiicc, and contui.iS many handfoinc houfes both of brick and (lone# 
The ftrects interfcfl each other at right arglcB, and have feparte gates at their entrance', which 
at night arc (hut for the fecurity of the inhabitants. At S.»mh is a la^'ge bazar and a mint 
where monty ufed formerly to be coined. But the trade of this place, like many others in the 
Dooab is now much on the decline, and with the exception of a Lw coarfc cloths the maau- 
faflurcs arc at a Hand, In its prcfeni ftate the vill ages atiach.d to the peigunnah of Samir, 
yield a revenue of about 50^000 rupees, though in the flourlflimg times of the cmpiic it was* 

{acthoic conftderablcr 
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which the commandant after a moft gallant refiftance wa» de¬ 
feated and compelled to retreat into the town< Mr. Thomas 
perceiving the necelfity of bringing this affair to a fpeedy 
conclufion, in the evening of the fame day gave orders for an 
effault and carried the place by llorm. The commandant, 
his fon, and moft of his adherents were cut to pieces. 

Having arranged the affairs of Samli, and appointed a Civil 
Governor on the part of the Marhaitahs, Mr. Thomas repaired 
to the camp of Bappoo Scindia with whom, by order of Appa*^ 
handarow, he now a6led in concert. 

Bappoo Scindia when joined by Mr. Thomas was employed in 
the reduction of Luenoxutyt a place of conliderable ftrength. A 
praflicable breach being effetled, preparations were made for 
llorming, when, the commandant, feeing he was likely to be 
tinfuccefsful in defending the fort, to favc a further effufion of 
blood, came privately to Mr. Thomas’s tent, and there made 
terms for the delivery of the place, which, on the enfuing morn¬ 
ing were performed with puntluality, 

A circumftance now arofe which had conliderable effeSl, not 
only with regard to the immediate fituation of Mr, Thomas’s 
affairs, but in changing the future fortune of his eventful life. 


Two days previous to tlic rcduClion of Samli, he received 
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a letter from Appakandarow, in which that chief informed Mr. 
Thomas that from continued illnefs his pains were augmented to 
a degree, which had now become intolerable, and no hopes 
appearing of recovery from the cruel diftempcr under which he 
laboured, he had determined to put a period to his mifery by a 
voluntary death 1 For this purpofe he was on his way to the 
Ganges, but requefted of Mr. Thomas to come and fee him 
once more before the fcene was clofed for ever. 

On receipt of this intelligence Mr, Thomas fet out im¬ 
mediately to meet, and if poflible, afford confolation to his 
defponding chief; but he had not advanced far, when the melan¬ 
choly intelligence reached him of Appakandarow’s having 
voluntarily drowned himfclf in the river Jumna. 

Such was the end of Appakandarow, a chief intrepid and en- 
prizing, who amid the tranfa£lions of later times, and the 
various revolutions of Mahratta politics in Hindoollan, had 
borne an a£live and diftinguilhed part. 

The death of Appa was on feveral accounts unfavorable to 
Mr. Thomas’s interefts; Vavon Row his nephew and fuccelTor 
was a youth vain and inexperienced, and better adapted to the 
life of an accomptant, than that of a general. 

Inftigated by the fuggellions of perfons who furroundcd him*. 
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the Incautions youth was perfuaded to demand reftitution from 
Mr, Thomas of the diflrifts which had been given him by his 
uncle, as an honorable reward for the fervices he had performed. 
Agreeably to this refolution, he had the weaknefs to order his 
troops to take poffefiion of the dillri6ls in queftion. 

Mr. Thomas indignant at a condufl he fo little merited, pe¬ 
remptorily refufed compliance with the order. He reprefented 
to that chief, by letter, the impropriety of his prefent proceed¬ 
ing; declared his firm re-folution to maintain pofTefiion of the 
dillrifls } pointed out to him the fatal efiefils that muft necelTa- 
rily arife to both parties if the quarrel were purfued further, and 
finally, for the fake of peace, and to prevent future difagreements, 
acquainted Vavon Row that he was willing to pay a fum of 
money if left in quiet poffelTion, 

Thefc remonllrances, however founded on reafon or juflice, 
were of no avail; Vavon Row w’ould liflcn to no terms but the 
implicit ceflion of the whole. The matter could therefore only 
be decided by an appeal to the fword. 

On Mr. Thomas’s arrival at Hoffellce a large village forming 
part of his pofTeffions, he perceived it in the hands of the enemy, 
and Vavon Row prepared to defend it encamped under the 
walls of the fort. 
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Unwilling to pufh matters to an extremity, if by any means it 
could be avoided, Mr. Thomas drew off his force to a fmall 
diftancc, and gave particular orders to his own people, to forbear 
all afts of holliiity cn their part. Tliis mode of conduct was 
of no avail, for the troops ofVavon Row coming daily from their 
own camp, infuliedand fired upon Mr. Thomas’s men, by which 
fevcral of them were feverely wounded. 

The enemy reinforced by a large body of the peafantry, and 
beaded by the Zemindars of their rofpe6fivc villages, were now 
Ivcome fo formidable, that Mr. Tliomas refolved to bring the 
bufmefs to an iffuc. He accordingly attacked them. The 
affair was quickly decided, the enemy fled in all direflions, and 
the grcaicr part having taken flielter in the fort of KuffoIIee, 
were followed by Mr. Thomas, who immediately commenced 
the ficge of that place. Having erefled batteries he ordered the 
grates for heating (Irot to be got in readinefs, which being done, 
he fired fo fuccefsfully with red hot fliot, that he quickly com¬ 
pelled tl’em to furrender at diferetion. 

It was now agreed that an interview betwixt Mr. Thom'as and 
Vavon Row fliould take place at Xanorir/,’whither the former 
had marched for that purpofe. On his arrival however, Vavon 
How, pretending to be fearful of treachery refufed to come out 
of the fort, and Mr. Thomas for fimilar reafons was unwilling to 
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enter it. The negotiations were therefore broken off, and Mr, 
Thomas continuing to confider this Mahratta chief as an enemy, 
led his troops toward the frontiers. 

This meafure was rendered more neceflary, and his attention 
called to the defence of his northern pergunnahs, which had re¬ 
cently been invaded by the SEICKS. 

But the mention of this remarkable people leading us afide 
for awhile from the ordinary courfe of our narrative, invites a 
detail of the prefent ftate of the Punjaub, or country, iituated 
between the Indus and the Sutledge. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Geographical defer ip tion of the Punjab-, —of the Sevks, their 
manners^ cufloms, forces and rcfources. 


THE extenfive and fertile country, deferibed by Arrian 
ether antient Hiftorians, as comprehended within the five great 
rivers, the Hydafpes, the Hydraotes, the Acefines, the Hyphafis 
and the Sutledge, is, by modern geographers, denominated 
Punjab, 

On the north it is bounded by the mountains inhabited by the 
tribe called Yoofuf Zey; on the call by the mountains of Naun, 
Serinnaghur and Jumbo; on the weft by the river Sind or Attack;* 
and on the fouthby the diftrifts of Panniput, and the province of 
Harrianah. It is 250 cofles from north to fouth, and nearly 100 
from eall to weft. Notwithftanding the ftate of warfare in which 
the chiefs of Punjab are conftantly involved, the country is in a 
ftate of high cultivation; and though the populationbe great, grain 

This river i*bovc the city of Attockis called by the Nativei ABA 

K 
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is chea][>er than in any other part of India. This advantage, inm 
great meafure, is derived from the numerous rivers, by which it 
is watered. Advancing from the fouth, a traveller meets, in rapid 
fucceflion, the Serfooty, the Cugger, the Chowah and the Sut- 
kdge. 

The Serfooty after palTing the towns of Mooftufabad, Sha- 
habad and Tehnaffer, and overflowing the country on each 
of its banks, joins itfelf to the Cugger to the north-weft of 
Kaylhul. 

The Cugger, on the contrary, after paffing the towns of Bun. 
noor, Seyfabad, Puttialah, Jowhana and Jomalpore, enters the 
country of the Batties at the town of Arwah, formerly the 
capital of thediftrift. The Chowah, in like manner, after pafs- 
ing through an extenlive traft of country which it fertilizes and 
enriches, is .finally loft jn the fands of Sonaum. 


The Punjab yields to no part of India; in fertility of foil, it 
produces in the greateft abundance fugar cane, wheat, barley, 
rice, pulfe of all forts, tobacco and various fruits, and it is alfo 
well fupplied with cattle. The principal manufa6iures of this 
country are fwords, match-locks, cotton cloths, and filks both 
coarfe and fine. 
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This nation, if united, could bring into the field frota fifty to 
fixty thouland cavalry, but it is Mr. Thomas’s, opinion, that they 
will never unite, or be fo formidable to their neighbours as they 
have heretofore been. Internal commotions and civil ftrife, 
have of iate years generated a fpirit of revenge, and dil'. 
union among the chiefs, which it will take a long time to over¬ 
come. 

The number of cavalry, which it is fuppoTed, this nation 
was able to aflemble, has been confiderably over-rated, in 
confequence of a cuftom, which formerly obtained among the 
Seiks, of forming an alTociation of their forces, under a particu¬ 
lar chief. From this affociation of their forces, they had the 
general interclls of the community in view. To thole who 
were ignorant of the fecret caufes of the alTociation, this junc¬ 
tion of forces, was frequently millaken for the army of an in¬ 
dividual; and this error, was perhaps increafed by the natural 
partiality of the Seiks themfelves, to magnify the force, and 
enhance the charafter df their own nation. 


It has been remarked, that the Seiks are able to collefl from 
50 to 60 thoufand horfe; but to render this number effeflive, 
thofe who do not take the field, or who remain at home to guard 
their polfelfions, mull be included, 
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Efinnating the force of the different diftrifls the aggregate- 
will be feen in the iubjoined Schedule.* • 

By this ftatement it will appear that the entire force of this na. 
tion (exclufive of the di(lri 6 l held by Zemaun Shah, eaflward of 
the Attock f) can amount to no more than 64,000 men, and 
of thefe two thirds might probably take the field, were a chief 
of experience and enterprize to appear amongft them: but this 
in Mr. Thomas’s opinion b highly improbable. The chief 
of moft confequence at prefent is Runjeet Sing. He, having 
poifeifion of Lahore, which may be termed the capital of the 
Punjab, has acquired a decided afcendancy over the other chiefs, 
though he be frequently in. a ftateof warfare with his neighbours. 


* Thediftri£U foulhof (he Stttledge, • - • « 

The Dooab, or country between the Sutledge and Beyab^, 

Between the Beyah and Rowee« . « « 

force of Bugbeel Sing, chief of PattUlahf 
The countries above Lahore, the inhabitants of which are chiefly 
influence of Runjeet Sing, • • 

To which may be added the force of Nixamnddeen Khan, 

Roy EliiSi • . • • « 

Other Patan chicEi, in pay of the Seiks, ^ » 


CaVALRYt 
• 15,000^ 

• 8,000 

• - 11,000 

12 , 000 ' 

under the 

• 11 , 000 . 

- • 5.000 

1,300 

• 800 


Grand Total 64,000 


Tltcfe diftriAi are computed to reach from Sitbiud to the banki of that livar. 
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who inhabit that part of the country fituated between the Iky;»h 
and the Rawee, This chief is deemed by the natives as the 
TOoft powerful among them. He poflefles looo horfe which are 
his own property. 

The repeated invafion of the Punjab by fmall armies of late 
years, affords a convincing proof that the national force of the 
Seiks cannot be fo formidable as has been reprefented. Several iii- 
ftances occur in fupport of this affertion. Not many years fmee Da. 
ra Roto Scindia invaded it at the head of 10,000 men, though not 
more than 6000 of that number deferved the name of troops, 
the remainder being a defpicable rabble. Tho’ joined on his 
march by tw'o chiefs Buggeel Sing and Kurrum Sing, he 
was at length oppofed by Sahib Sing the chief of Fyzealpore. 
That chief was encamped under the walls of Kujfoor* having 
the river Cuggur in his front, was defeated in an engagement, 
and the enfuing day the fort furrendered. Sahib Sing then 
agreed to pay the Mahrattas a fum of money and molil of 
the chiefs fouth of the Sutledge having by this time fubmitted 
to Dara Row, oppofition was at an end. 

It was fucceffively invaded by the armies of Ambajec, Bala. 
Row and Nana Furkiah, who drove the Seiks repeatedly before 
them. 


^ KuJpsQT a Fort fouth of the river Sutludge. 
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In i8oo Mr. Thomas himfelf entered their country at the 
head of 5,000 troops and 60 pieces of artillery, and though 
by the inftigation of enemies who promifed them aOTif- 
tance, the chiefs fouth of the Suilecige, and in the Dooab (or 
country between the two rivers* combined againll him, yet he 
penetrated as far as the Sutledge; during that campaign he 
never faw more than 10,000 Seiks in one army: he remained in 
their country fix months, two of which were paffed without 
competition, and he finally compelled them to purchafe peace. 

Of late years the Rajah of Scrinnagur has likcwife made fome 
conquclts in Punjab, chicfly betwccn the Bcyah, and the Sutledge, 
and Nizamuddeen Khan the Patan beforementioneJ, has alfo 
acquired territory yielding a revenue of three lacks of rupees 
per annum. 

The Seiks though united, have never made any confiderable 
oppofilion againll the force of Zemaun Shah who has frequent¬ 
ly attacked them, but it may be urged, that a great difl'ercDce 
is to be cxpe 61 ctl from a formidable army of 60,000 men, led 
on by the Shah in perfuii and the princes of the blood, compared 
with the detached bodies already deferibed. Hence it would 
appear that this nation is not fo formidable as they have been 
icprefcnted, anti in all probability they never will be formidable 
when oppofed by regular troops. 


♦ The Bcyah and ihc Sutledge. 
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The Seiks are armed with a fpear, matchlock and fcymetar, 
their method of fighting as defcribed by Mr. Thomas is fingu- 
ler; after performing the requifite duties of their religion by 
ablution and prayer, they comb their hair and beards with pe¬ 
culiar care, then mounting their horfes, ride forth towards the 
enemy, with whom they engage in a continued fkirmifli advanc¬ 
ing and retreating, until man and horfe become equally fatigued ; 
they then draw ofl' to fome diftance from the enemy, and, meeting 
with cultivated ground, they permit their horfes to graze of 
their own accord, while they parch a little gram for themfclvcs, 
and after fdtisfying nature by th:> frugal repaft, if the enemy be 
near, they renew the fleirmifliing; fiiould he have retreatcfi, they 
provide forage for their cattle, and endeavour to procure a meal 
for ihemfeives. 


Seldom indulging in the comforts ofa tent, whilfl in tlie rne- 
my’b country, the rcpall of a Seik cannot be fuppofed to be cither 
fumpiLious, or elegant. Seated on the ground with a mat fpread 
before hem, a Bramin appointed for the purpofe, ferves out a 
portion of food to each individual, the cakes of flour which they 
cat during the meal ferving them in the room of dijhcs and 
plates.* 


* Doe* not this ciicumnance recall our Ideas to the Situation of JENEAi and his 
companionS| (hortly afeer their landing on the Coaft of Italy ? The condition of MncAS 
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*lite Sdloiaxe fond the fiefh of the jut^Ie 

Mdg» wl^h the^ kill in the chace, this food is allowable by their 
fanr. They likewife eat of mutton and filh but thefe being deem¬ 
ed unlawful^ the Bramins will not partake, leaving thofe who* 
chufe to tranrgrefs their infiitutes to anfwer for thcmfelves. In 
the city or in the field the Sciks never fmoke tobacco; they are 
not however averfc to drinking finrituous li<|uors, in which they 
fometimes indulge to an immoderate excefs; and they likewife 
freely take opium, Bang and other intoxicating drugs. In their 
convivial parties each man is compelled to* drink out of his 
own veffcl. 

Accu Homed from their earliell infancy to a life of hardlhip 
and difficulty, the Seiks defpife the comforts of a tent; in 
lieu of this, each horfeman is furnifhed with two blankets, one 
for himfelf, and the ofoer for his horfe. Thefe blankets which are 
placed beneath the faddle, with a gram bag and heel ropes, com¬ 
prize in time of war, the baggage of a Seik. Their cooking uten- 


cxVibits 1 ffreciincn of pvimeval fimplicity of manners among the Romans^ no kfs lingular^ 
tlian the coinchleiice of cvfioais exifting in Puflj«b at the prefent day, appears ftrikingl/ 
interefting* 

Confumtls hie forte aliis» ut vertere morfus 
Extguam in Cererem penuria adeglt edendi, 

£t Violare mann malirq aadtc’bus orbem 
Fatal is oruftif patnlU nec far cere quadrif^ 

Haul! ttiam mea/as cM/umimus inquit lulus* 

Vug, ^n. Lib, 7th* 




i^odb mA tiiA 

^^p^cHxiiiia^ l»|iid|ty <>Cs;;|h!nr , ^ 90 ^ be matter 

of wonder M ^ey perform ybi^ to thofe, who are 

only accttfiomed to Boropean warfiun^ .mail appear almolt in* 
credible. 

The Seiks among other cuftoms fingular in their nature^ never 
fuffer their hair, or beards, to be cut, confequently, when moun¬ 
ted on horfeback, their black, flowing locks, and half naked bodies, 
which are formed in the ftouteft and moit athletic mould, the 
glittering of their arms, and the fize and fpeed of their horfes, 
render their appearance impofing and formidable, and, fupcrior 
to moil of the cavalry in Hindooflan. 

In the ufe of their arms, efpecially the matchlock, and labre, 
they are uncommonly expert, Ibme ufe bows and arrows. In 
addition to the articles of drefs which have been defcribed in 
recent publications * of the times, Mr. Thomas inentions that 
the arms and wrifls of the Seiks are decorated with bangles of 
gold filver brafi and iron, according to the circumi^ances of the 
wearers, but among the Chiefs, of the refpe£iive tribes, the 
horfe furniture, in which they take the greateft pride, (and which 
with the exception of the inlaying of their fire arms, is their only 
luxury,} is uncommonly fplendid, for, tho* a Seik will fcruple 


* Confult the hiftor/ of Shah Auiuin* 
L 
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chiefta^6iereQ»mder belong to the peafantry who have'be. 
c<»iie fettiers. 

A Seik foldier has alio his portion of the plunder acquired in 
the courfe of a campaign: this is fet afide as a reward for his 
fervices, and in addition to it« he fometimes increafes his gains^ 
by fecreting part of the public plunder. 

The nature of the Seik government is fingular, and probably- 
had its origin in the unfettled ilate of the tribe, when firll ella. 
blilhed. in their pofleiBons. Within his own domains each 
chief, is lord paramount. He exerts an exclufive authority ovef 
his vaflals, even to the power > of life and death, and to encreafe 
the population of his di{lri6ls, he proffers a ready and hofpitable 
afylum to fugitives from all parts of India. Hence, in the Seik., 
territories, tho’ the government be arbitrary, there exifls much 
lefs caufe for oppreflion, than in many of the neighbouring ftates, 
and, hence likewife, the cultivator of the foil being liable to 
frequent change of mafters, by the numerous revolutions that 
are perpetually occurring, may be confidered as one of the 
caufes of the flufluaxion of the national force*. 


In the above ftctch of the firi’aiion and lefourccs of the Seik nation* Mr. ThomaB 
dcica not incliide«'the territories of Zemaun Shah lying caft of the Atiock, part of which 
were during the reigniof the Emperor i included in the Pnnja^ and may therefore bo 
eonfidered as belonging to it. 
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£ls axt cmkd on tottoot. Cgniidering mode of life, «nd the 
extraordinary rapidity of their movements, it cannot be matter 
of wonder if they perform marches, which to thoTe who are 
only accullomed to European warfaire, mufl ^ appear aimpfi in¬ 
credible. 

The Seiks among other culloms lingular in their nature, never"* 
fuller their hair, or beards, to be cut, confequently, when moun¬ 
ted on horfeback, their black flowing locks, and half naked bodies, 
which are formed in the lloutell and moll athletic mould, the 
glittering of their arms, and the fize and fpeed of their horfes, 
render their appearance impofing and formidable, and, fupcrioB 
to mofl of the cavalry in Hindoollan^ 

In the ufe of their arms, efpecially the tnatchlock, and* fabre, 
they are uncommonly expert, fome ufe bows and arrows. In 
addition to the articles of drefs which have been defcribed in 
recent publications * of the times* Mr. Thomas mentions that 
the arms and wrills of the Seiks are decorated with- bangle of 
gold filvei brals and iron, according- tcv the circumflances of the 
wearers, but amoag.the Chiefs, of the refpcftive tribes, the 
horfe furniture, in which they take the greatefl pride, (and which 
with the exception of the inlaying of their fire arms-, is their only 
luxury,) is uncommonly fplendid, for, tho’ a Seik will fcruple 


Confuk the of Shah Auluiiii 

JU 
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A Seik foldier has alio his portion of the plunder acquired in 
the courfe of a campaign: this is fet afide as a reward for his 
(ervices^ and in addition to it, he fometimes increafes his gains, 
by fecreting part of the public plunder. 

The nature of the Seik government is lingular, and probably 
had its origin in the unfettled ftate of the tribe, when firft efta- 
blifhed in their poflcllions. Within his own domains each 
chief, is lord paramount. He exerts an exclulive authority over 
his valTals, even to the power of life and death, and to encreafe 
the population of his dillri£ls, he proffers a ready and hofpitable 
afylum to fugitives from all parts of India. Hence, in the Seik 
territories, tho’ the government be arbitrary, there exills much 
lefs caufe for oppreflion, than in many of the neighbouring Hates, 
and, hence likewife, the cultivator of the foil being liable to 
frequent change of mailers, by the numerous revolutions that 
are perpetually occurring, may be confidered as one of the 
caufes of the flu6luation of the national force*. 

^ In the above ftetch of the (Itvatlon and refources of the Seik nation* Mr. Thomaa 
doci not include the tcrritonet of Zexnaun Shah lying call of the Attock* part of which 
were during the reigniof the Emperors included in the Punjab^ and may therefore be 
tonfidered ai belonging to it* 
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CHAPTER Vr. 

Mr. Thomas defeat% the Seiks —Concludes an advantage*^ 
ous treaty; Difagreement with Bappoo Scindia — Mr. 
Thomas forms the defign of ejtablijhing himfelf as aft 
independant chief—For that purpofe feleds the province of 
Hurrianah —His flablijktnent at Haksi. 

SUCH was the tribe againft whom Mr. Thomas now pre¬ 
pared to march, leaving a force competent to the defence of 
Jyjur, which he expefted would be attacked by Vavon Row, 
he marched to Karndl, near which city the Seiks lay. 

Four fuccclTive aflions took place, attended with conliderable 
lofs on both fides, Mr. Thomas having loft 500 men, and the 
Seiks double that number. Both parties inclining to peace, a 
treaty was concluded by which the Seiks agreed to evacuate the 
province, which was accordingly done. 

As Mr. Thomas had forefeen, he now received intelligence of 
Vavon Row having laid fiege to Jyjur, to defend which, he im¬ 
mediately marched back. On his approach Vavon Row thought 
proper to retire, Mr. Thomas next determined topunilh Cafi- 
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miree Bake who as before ftated, had been the author and 
fomenter of all the differences which had occured betwixt him 
and Vavon Row. Mr. Thomas therefore fell fuddenly on the 
pergunnah olDaderec which belonged to Calhmiree Bolee, and 
laid it under contribution. 

From hence he was called away to affift Bapoo Scindia 
againli a body of Rohillas, who inftigated by Sivg a Seik 
chief, had croffed the Ganges, and invaded his pofll'ffions near 
the head oftheDooab; But previous to Mr. Thomas’s arrival, 
theMahratta chief had not only defeated the invaders, but fol¬ 
lowed up his blow by laying fiege to the enemy’s capital: 

A body of Seiks had affcmbled to affift him, but on the 
approach of Mr. Thomas’s force, thought proper to feperate 
and Bapoo Scindia not deeming the capture of this fort worth 
the trouble, it would take to gain polTcffion, of his own accord 
foon after raifed the fiege, and returned to Seharunpore. Mr. 
Thomas remained with his force at Soneput, a city twenty fix 
miles fouth of Panniput the neiglibour.'ng country barren and 
defolatc. 

North of this city is a Maufoleum erefled by Khizzer Khan 
a Patan nobleman, defeended from the royal family cf Sheer 
Shah* This building is an oflagon, furmounted by a fpacious 



dame» and ornamented at the top with a Cu^Uis of c^per gik. 
The interior of the Maufoleum is of grey ftonc, the cornices 
are embellinied with fculpture ornaments of red/ree ftone» and 
around the lower part of the dome runs a ilone border, on 
which are engraved verfes from the Koran in Arabick chara6ler. 
The front of the building is decorated with rofes cut in free Hone, 
of a brown colour, the whole uncommonly delicate, has been 
finilhed with more than ufual attention;^. 

The pergunnah of Soneput compofes part of the Jaghlfe of 
De/mouk fon in law of Scindia, and -yields an income of feventy 
five thoufand rupees. But in the reign of the emperor, Maho¬ 
med Shah, this pergunnah, in confequence of the benefit it 
derived, from its vicinity to the noble Canal of Ali Merdan- 
Khan, is faid to have yielded a revenue of nine lacks of 
rupees. 

In the environs of Soneput, a traveller fir ft meets with the 
Cojs Minar, or Indian mile ftone. It is a round pillar of 
brick, ten feet in height, and placed on each fide of the road, at 
the diftance of about three Euglifh miles from each other. They, 
were erefted by order of the emperor Jehan Gheer^ and formerr 
ly. extended from Lahor to Agra; adjoining.to each of thefe 
pillars is a well, lined with brick, near which are ftone benches 

exprefsly for the accommodation of travellers. 

M 
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Th<3>tiias lijid nbt Ibng remained at Soneput, wlicn ru* 
mours of die Arrival of Zemaun Shah King of Cabul at Lahore, 
ihcluced* Bappoo to meet and confult with him on the prefeift 
emergency. 


Mr. Thomas accordingly repaired to Bappoo, but his troojA 
having again fallen in arrears were become clamorous for pay¬ 
ment ; this conduft giving offence to Bappoo, a mifunder- 
ilanding took place between him and Mr. Thomas, when the 
latter in difguft marched away. 


'He was foon after attacked by Bappoo’s force, who on hear¬ 
ing of the retreat of the Shah, had determined on punifliing Mr. 
Thomas for what he termed his late milbehaviour; An aftion 
cnfued, but the commander of Bappoo’s troops being wounded 
in the conflifl, he thought proper to remove to a dillance. 

An amicable arrangement between the parties would now have 
taken place, had not the Seiks in Bappoo’s army, aware of Mr. 
Thomas’s intention to enter the Punjab, ufed their utmoft ex¬ 
ertions to widen the difference. Hoftilities being again renewed, 
an aflion took place at the paffage of the Jumna, and tho’ the 
country people hAd by this time joined the Mahrattas, Mr. 
'Thomas by afpirited attack compelled them to. have him a fra 
paffage. 
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StraJtenedToi' provifions, he proceeded onhis route to the north 
eafi frontier; in his retreat he was followed by Bappoo’s army, 
and the troops of Begunl Somroo, as alfo thole of Ragojte, 
Governor of Delhi, had now increafrd the number of his 
enemies. 

Over this combined force, however he proved vi£lorious, and 
having defeated the enemy in every attempt to interrupt him on 
his march, he at length reached the neighbourhood of Panniput. 
Here on account of his inferiority in force, he was compelled 
for the prefent not only to relinquifli the frontier towns, but to 
confine himfclf to Jyjur. Thither he (hortly after arrived; Un¬ 
able to fatisfy the demands of his troops, Mr. Thomas now de¬ 
termined to levy contributions on the territories of his neigh¬ 
bours. For this purpofe he led his army to Oreecha, a large and 
populous town belonging to the Rajah of Jypore. 

As a ranfom for this place, Mr. Thomas demanded of the 
governor a lack of rupees, which being denied, he ftormed and 
took poifeflion of the city; the fort which was feparate ftill hold¬ 
ing out, he was on the point of making a fecond alTault, when 
the Killadar agreed to ranfom both for 52,000 rupees. During 
"the negotiations the town had unfortunately been fet on fire, 
which burnt fo fiercely, that it was with difficulty extinguilhed, 
and not until goods to the amount of feveral lacks of rupees bad 
been totally confumed; 




thii timi! a rirecondliatioii was cjffefted betwikt Mr; 

I ' )s' 'J. V • l'* 

and Vavon Row When it wje agreed to adjuft all former 
differences, and Mr. Thomas to evince the reconciliation was on 
h*is part fincere, brought under obedience to Vavon Row, 
feveral refra£lory Zemindars. He now entered the Jypore 

-! 4 

country the fecond time, and the Meenas, a thievifti tribe inhabit¬ 
ing a part of the country on his route, about 30 cofs north of Jy¬ 
pore, having formerly invaded Vavon Row’s pofleffions, Mr. 
Thomas attacked them in force, and in a very Ihort time annihi-. 
lated'this neft of banditti. After thefe tranfaQions, Mr. Thomas 
returned to Jyjur. 

At this place, about the middle of the year 1798 he firft formed; 
the eccentric and arduous defign of ere£ling an independant prin-. 
cipality for himfelf. The country of Hurrianah, which from, 
the troubled ftate of the times, had for.raany years acknowledged, 
no matter, but became in turn the prey of each fucceeding 
invader, appeared to him, as bett adapted for the execution of 
hjs purpofe. 

The fcarcity of water however in this part of India, induced 
Mr, Thomas to ppttpone his intended expedition, until the 
i^proach of the rainy feafon; Having reinforced his army, and 
hieing well provided with every thing neceflary to enfure fuccefs^^ 
he commenced his march.. 



iSil wat ifir6£iQd againft the town an4 fort of 

Kmkmet the inhabitants of which place were notorious for 
their thicvifli depredations. Advancing with celerity, Mr. 
Thomas according to his ufual cuftom, attempted to carry the 
place by florm; In this however, he was not only prevented by 
the fpirited conduft of the enemy, but compelled to retreat 
with the lofs of 300 of his men. 

In confequence of this fevere check, it became neceflary to 
fortify his camp, and the conftant and heavy rains which now 
fell preventing his erefting batteries, he fortified a chain of polls 
round the town, and thereby prevented any fuccour from 
without. 

The garrlfon he well knew was llraitened for provifions, and 
the liege thus converted into a blockade augmented their dif- 
irefs. The enemy by frequent Tally’s endeavoured to interrupt 
Mr. Thomas’s operations. In one of thefc, an attack was made 
on the redoubt occupied by himfelf. In the confufion attendant 
on a bufinefs of this nature, the greater part of his people being 
panlck llruck run away. Mr. Thomas was thus reduced to 
a fituation truly critical, five men only remained with him of the 
infantry, to whom had been allotted the particular charge of his 
fire arms, confilling of piltols and blunderbulTes of a large lize; 
With thefe, and the alliftance of a few horfemen, who had 


tiiiiiiiiy^ed';tbe pok fot a 4 dkMm’' 
ev&ry i^drt of the ««i!iy, and at length’ by 
felted and well direfled difcharges Compelled th&m. to i^ktreau 

A few days after this occurrence, the weather becoming mom 
favourable, and Mr. Thomas having rallied the fugitives ereAed 
a battery, from which he fired with fuch good effeft, as to bring 
down a confiderablc part of the wall,, but night intervening 
before he could prepare for ftorming, the aflault was delayed 
until the enfuing day. It was however rendered unneceffary 
by the enemy’s, having evacuated the town during the nighty 

The bell and braveft men of Hurrianah being in this town>, 
Mr. Thomas reduced the other places with but little refinance. 
In a Ihort time he gained complete polfelTion of the whole 
fouth part of the province,, but the north wellern part being 
occupied by the Battles, the rajah of Pattyalah, and other 
Siek Chieftains,- it coll him confiderable time, and much, 
trouble to ellablifli his authority as. far as the river Caugger. 

The fuccefsful termination of this campaign, affords us an op-. 
portunity of prefenting a detailed account of the country pofTeffed 
by Mr. Thomas, with fotne relative obfervations on the nature 
and quality of the foil, and on. the general chara 61 er of its inha¬ 
bitants. 








In called Hurrianah 90 miles to the noithweft of 

Delhi, is the ^ country of Mr. George Thomas. It extends 80 
cofs from north to foutli, and the fame diflance from eaft to 
weft. To tlie northward it is bounded by the pofleflions of 
Sahib Sing chief of Pu,t,tia,lah, on the north weft by the Batlie^y 
weft by the dominions of Bcykiinccr, and fouth by Jypore^ 
fbuth eaft by the pergunnuh of Dadaree, call by the diilricl.'i- 
adjoining to Delhi, and north eaft by the cities of RhoLuck ami 
PannipiLt. That part of the country more immediately occu¬ 
pied by Mr. Tlioinas, is in fiiape nearly oval, and extends front 
lixteen to twenty four * cofs in different dircftlons. The 
northern boundary is formed by the river Cauggur, beyond 
which are the Siek territories; To the fouth it is bounded by 
the town of BekuL call by Mahim and wxft by Bchadra^ con- 
mining in all 8co villages. 


Within this tra6l of country, as in moft parts of HurrianaBf 
water is fcarce, more efpecially during the hot feafon. To re¬ 
medy this inconvenience the inhabitants have conftrucled w’dls 
of confiderable depth, not unfrequently from 120 to 150 feet. 

In addition to this each diftrid has two or three tanks 
faced with ftone; Thcfe alford a plentiful fupply of water 
until the approach of the hot winds of the enfuing feafon. 


Confult the Mjp« 
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when they are dried up. The number of wells differ according 
to the induftry of the rcfpe£live inhabiiants. At Hijfdr for 
inllance are 300, at Hanli 30, at Mahim 100, Tuhana, has only 6, 
and fome of the fmaller towns from 2 to 5. In this country 
the Cauggur river is of the greaieft fervice to the inhabitants. It 
is overflowed during the rainy feafon by the acceflion of the 
Ilreams, which iflue from the mountains, and on the retiring of the 
waters, leaves like the waters of the NILE, a rich and greafy 
earth, which yields an abundant crop of the finefl; wheat. Other 
parts of Mr. Thomas’s poflcflions produce joar, rice, bajerah, and 
various forts of pulfe, chunah and barley, but the latter depends 
on the rain that may fall from the month of October to Chrift- 
mas. Within the aforementioned tra£i, the pallurage is uncom¬ 
monly luxuriant, and produces perhaps the largeft fuppl.y 
of forage to be met with in any part of Afia. The grafs in 
Hurrianah is alfo of a very fuperior quality, both as to wholefome- 
n^fs and nourifhment. Hence the cattle excel thofe of other 
parts. The climate is in general falubrious, though when the 
fendy and defert country lying to the wellward becomes hcatcc^ 
it is inimical to an European conftitution. 


The Peyook or Guinea worm fo common in feveral parts of 
Arabia and Perfia, is likewife extremely troublcfome in this pro- 
inec. To fome it proves dangerous, though it is remarked by 
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Mr. Thomas, this diforder feldom attacks Europeans, and is 
in general, confined to the peafantry of the country. 

The Peyook or Guinea worm the Dracunculus Per/arum of 
Kcempfer,* is found chiefly on the fhores of the Perfian Gulph, 
and in the fouthern parts of Perfia, more efpecially in the province 
of Carmania, and on the ifland of Ormuz. The origin and pro- 
grefs of the diforder occafioned by this Angular worm, is 
defcribed by Kcempfer in his Amcenitates Exotica^ with fo much 
accuracy and fpirit, that we hope to be pardoned in prcfcnting 
our readers with an extraft from this valuable work, which it is 
much to be regretted, has not hitherto been given to our 
countrymen in an Englifh drefs.f 

• Vitlc Kcempfei’s Amocnitates Kxoiiccc, Faficulm 3d, O! ferv.itio pige 

+ In luctm frodituri nuncia pliirumjue eft fcb icula, ut plurimum cphimirci, non nunqnnm 
in tcrtiam dum protracld, cum fttloi parti% Icvt rn^idint et tumorc ; in qu§ poflridie 
paftula pifi ma^nitudinc, tentra, aquoja^ pcllucida^ non raro atricolor : qua poft unuin ant 
clterum ditm fponte ruptil vel acu apcrta, projilit lumbrici fummus apex, five roftclluM^ 
ibidem ha[ienv 5 ahjconditum, quodpedeUntim tt reliquum corpus undccunque fubfequiiur, 
hlandd attra hone quotidis foHcitalum^ Scepe etiam non rnjiprccoiS partis dolore^ et durit.e 
vix fenftbili najeitur ; rupto ibidem, quo perpetuo fiH viam parat, ulcufculo, fine epidtrm'dis 
puft.ula* Excretio pro lumbrici ina^nitudine et maturiiaU citiori, tump>‘0 fitu et loco genC'* 
rationisvario, facilior eft aut dijiitlior, longior aut bfcolor: raro autem pariter et vivusg 
JrequentiJftmefuccrftivo tempore, diebus cirdter decern, extrahitur. Omnium JeHcifftme egredim 
tur^ qui in/iroti cava abfcondUur, nam hunc, batba exerta, viuum illico eduemus, fine 
dohre et puruicnii ulceris incommodo. Supra mufculum aliquem in crure aut brachio non* 
^modumdi/perfus jacens^ njel in gyrum volutus, qualisoculo et taclu depnhendiiuVf intr^i 
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The natives of Hurrianah for a fuccelEon of ages having been 
in a confiant (late of warfare, poflefs great perfonal bravery, they 
are expert in the ufe of arms, particularly in the exercife of the 


paucosdies, a quo mattirart incipit^ fine notahili pure ei moUfiia^ quin vtl uno interdum niju 
extrahitur, Ex/cmore et ulnisp^rumque facili partu diebus admodum paucis, SitA 
vajo /igamrnta pedis involvens admodum difflcukcrt tnora videlicet viginti vel amplius dierumg 
.excludltur^ cum taho quotidie copiofiffime magnoque Mgroti cum dolore et incommode, 

^he time when the nuorm is about to appear, js indicated by Jhght feverijh fypmtoms in the 
patient, it is /ometimes protraEied u*itil the third day, ivliea the part is aJfL^lcd by a red 
iummr, which on the cn/uing day, biccmes a pujhde of a bright black, ihic, breaking of itfelf, or 
being pierced noith a needle, the head orfnoutof the nvonn tn iket its appearance, and ai quickly 
•withdrazvs it/elf from the touch. To extract the worm grcit patience and caution are necejptiy, 
MS from unjkilfulafs in handling, itfreqiently breads, which not only caujes acute fain to the 
patient, hut the part remaining degenerates tnto an incur able uLer, he time ncceffaryfor 
sxtrabling this nvoim, is longer or Jhortet acceding to its fze, but it is fcldom taken out entiit 
before the expiration of ten days. It fometinsts lies dtfperftd ah><vc a mvfclc, at other times it 
iS found in the interfiices oj the mufcles of {he legs and arms, or convoluted, it is laid hold of with 
An aimed needle, Aftnu days from the time in whxh it begins to maturate it may he extraSleJ 
]thout pain^ or any conjulerable dtjeharge of matter, except nvhen it is nuithdranun hy a fir^ 
ystUmpt, From the thighs and arm pits it makes an eajy exit nxiihin a few days ; tuhen it ap^ 
pears ameng the tendons of the feet, great delay is experienced; it takes up near 20 days in the 
operation, which is moreover at ended with a copious dfeharge of matter andfeveie pain to the 
patient. 

The general mode adopted in INDIA for the extiaaion cf this worm, is hy means of 
a fmill round piece of bamboo, to which is attached a iLiead. Ttiis being fixCwi to the 
worm, fo much of the thread is wound round the body, as to prevent its ictiring again 
within the flcOi. In this flate it remdns until the enfuing day, when a liitlc more is 
added to the fo'-mcr, until the whole is exttafted. By this cuuoiis procefs it is cafy to be 
perceived the extreme care that is neccfljry to prevent its breaking. 
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lance, fabre, and the matchlockt, but though brave they are in 
difpofition cruel', treacherous and vindi< 3 :ive, and when engaged 
in domeftic quarrels, fcruple not to kill their antagonift on the 
ilightefl and moil trivial occafions. 


For his capital, Mr. Thomas felefled the town of Hand 
this place is fituated go miles north weft of Delhi, and 
nearly in the centre of his newly acquired domains. The town 
Handing upon a hill is peculiarly well adapted to a permanent 
lefidence. 


Travellers li.n c at various times been afili^ted with this diforder, for myfclf I never 
cxpcii rccd it, tho* it was common to the inhabitants of PERSI during my refidence 
in iliat coi.n(ry many years fince. The fj iriteil and intelligent BRUCE, got it after hit 
return fiom Abyffinja to Grand Cairo. In like minncr this worm is extracted from the 
Negroes on tiic Coall of AFRICA, wlu altiibate the caufc of ihii complaint to the 
baJntfs of the water. 

+ Mr. Thomas adduced fcvcral indanccs of their dtfjicrate rcfolntion, and almoft invin¬ 
cible courage once rgai ft the c^Lbruicd Ifmaul Beg, at the town of Bhowanny, and a 
fecond time againft the attacks of Goprul Row, the Muhratta general. The army of the 
laiicr was defeated at Sanghec, af tr an unfucccfiful liege of 40 days. 

In an alTault againft the fort of Z)eij/i/e, Appakindarow though attended by a fclcft 
and well appointed army, was rcpul.'cJ with coi'fid.rable lofs. 


X The fubjoined fchedule contains an account tolerably accurate of the country held by 
Mr. Thomas including the names of the feparate pergun nahs the number of villages for- 
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No water can be procured within 7 cofs, but the garrifon 
have an ample fupply of that neceflary article, from feveral wells 
within the fort. This circumftance renders difficult an attack 


mrrly Inhabited, compared with its prcfc U ftatc. The rcvcnucf, bearings and diftancei of 
each pergunnah being tak:n from Hanfi the capital. 
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except at the feafon of the periodical rains. HERE fays Mr. 
Thomas (with that energy and fpirited animation, which dif- 
tinguifhed him throughout the feenes of his extraordinary life), 
** Here I eftablifhed my capital, rebuilt the walls of the city 
long fince fallen into decay, and repaired the fortifica- 
“ tions. As it had been long deferted, at firft I found difficulty in 
procuring inhabitants, but by degrees and gentle treatment, 
I felefted between five and fix thoufand perfons, to whom I' 
“ allowed every lawful indulgence. 


“ I cPiablillied a mint, and coined my own rupees, which 
“ I made current in my army and country; as from the 
“ commencement of my career at Jyjur, I had refolved to 
“ eftablifh an independency, I employed workmen and ar- 
“ tificers of all kinds, and I now judged that nothing 
“ but force of arms could maintain me in my authority, I 
“ therefore increafed their numbers, call my own artillery, com- 
“ menced making mufquets, matchlocks and powder, and in flrort, 
“ made the bed preparations for carrying on an offenfive and 
“ defenfive war, till at length having gained a capital and country 
bordering on the Seik territories, I wilhed to put myfelf in a 
“ capacity when a favorable opportunity fliould offer of at- 
“ tempting the conqucfl of the Punjab, and afpired to the 
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** honor of planting the BRITISH Standjird on the banks of 
« the ATTOCK ”* 

• To carry hispitnt into effe 6 i, and for the fapport of hJs troops, Mrm Thomas 
appropriated a part of the revenue ariCing from the lands granted by the Mahrattas, and 
with much Judgement and di/cernment naturally inherent in liberal minds, endeavoured 
to conciliate the aiTeflioni of hii men, by granting peniions to the widows and children, 
or ticarell relations of thofc foldiers who fell in his (ervxcc. Thcfc penfioni, amounting 
to 40,000 rupees per annum, were regularly paid to the rcfpeQive claimants, a mode 
which reftefta the higheil credit on Mr, Thomas’s charaflcr, but whidx had long fince 
been anticipated by thewifdom of the BRITISH government in rewarding their veteran 
SEPOYS, The payments were made every fix months, and the Rcareft relation of the dc. 
ceafed, whether officer or foldier, received the half pay of his rank. This and the 
expence of calling cannon, the fabrication of fmall arms, and purchafe of warlike (lores, 
confumed that part of Mr. Thomas’s revenues, which he derived from the dlfiridli 
granted him by the Mahrattas, as detailed in the foregoing Schedule, 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Reflections — Mr. Thomas rcfolves to invade the JY- 
POOR territory—Geographical and JlatiJliceU account of 
that country — Revenues, Hiflory, manners and cufloms of 
the Inhabitants. 

HAVING accompanied Mr. Thomas through a feries of fer- 
vices, as interefting in their nature, as Angular in their refult; 
having beheld him from the fituation of a fugitive, a friendlefs 
and deferted objeft, now by the force of his own exertions, and 
an intrepidity of fpirit fcarcely to be paralelled, obtain a fitua¬ 
tion feldom equalled by the moll fortunate, we mull next pro¬ 
ceed to trace the caufes, and deferibe the progrefs of thofe 
events, which led to a decline of his authority, and in the end, 
as the only means of fafety and efcape from the perfecution of 
of numerous and inveterate foes, compelled him to feek an afylum 
in the territories of his native fovereign. 

Not however to anticipate the order of events, it will now 
be necelfary to recur to Mr. Thomas’s fituation, when in po- 
feflion of his newly acquired country. His mind having been 
long intent on the reduflion of the Punjab, he would now have 
fet out on this interefting expedition, but on a review of his 
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troops made for the purpofe, he found his force infufficient to 
the talk, and was therefore induced to have recourfe to an ex- 
curiion into the Jypore dominions, which had hitherto afforded 
a never failing fupply to his neceffities, and whofe ruler was in 
confequence become his bitter enemy. 


The lituation of the Jypore dominions, and their relative im¬ 
portance among the ftates of Rajpoot an a, will juftify a detail 
of the ftrength and internal rcfources of this interefling country. 
The dominions of Jypore, are nearly 100 cols from north to 
fouth, and 50 from call to weft, they are bounded on the north 
by the dillrift of Hurrianah, on the north call by Alvar, call by 
Karolcc and Burtpoor, fouth by Kota, Boondce and Mewar^ 
fouth weft by Kijhenghur, weft by Ajmere and Joiidpore, and 
on the north weft by the country of Beykaneer, 


The eaftcrn, north callern, fouthern and fouth weftern parts 
of Jypore produce wheat, cotton, tobacco, and in general ti^hat- 
cver is common to other parts of India, to which may be added, 
excellent cattle, and abundance of good copper. 


The country in general is watered from the wells ; The nor¬ 
thern and north weftern dillrias being fandy, are not fo well 
fupplied with this necelTary article as the midland parts; But 
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that part of Jypore which is mountainous, the flreams that iifue 
from thence are of the higheil advantage to the cultivation o£ 
the foil. 


The Rajpoots of Jypore, are not efteemed fo brave, as thofe 
of Joudpore, for which Mr. Thomas imagines three caufes may 
be afcribed. Firft, the encroachments of the Prince on the 
feudal fyftem, which obtained formerly in this country, and 
which has contributed to render the people abjeft and flavifh; 
fecond, that their armies^ are commanded by people whom 
they neither love, fear or refpeft, and thirdly, the diffe¬ 
rence of climate, which is particularly obfcrvable in a compari- 
fon with the ftature and perfonal comelinefs of the Rhatorcs 
with thofe of Jypore, the inhabitants of the former being by far 
more robuft in their make. 

No Rajpoot engages in trade, or any mechanical occupation 
whatfoever; They are all without exception either foldiers or 
hufbandmen. 

They are of a high and unconquerable fpirit, and do not 
think poverty any dilhonour; On the contrary they will often 
alTert in converfation, that provided a perfon (hall condufl him- 
felf with propriety towards his neighbours, he, whether polfelTed 
of riches or not, is, in all refpe£ls to be confidered as a man of 
perfeft honoun 


o 
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Among othor euftoms pecntiarto the Rajpoots, the ipm> 
Tervationof female honour, holds with them a fuperior Ration $ 
fcandal uttered againft: the wife, or daughter of a Rajpoot is never 
forgiven, and death alone can expiate the oSence. 


This high fenfe of honour, has however, rendered them of all 
other people mod circumfpe6l in converfation, and they are 
careful of giving offence; fliould a Rajpoot fafpeft a perfon in¬ 
clined to flight him, he will not only forego every profpeft of 
advantage, to be derived from the ufual mode of reconciliation, 
by the mutual exertion of common friends, but will even make 
a circuitous route to avoid pafling by the habitation of his 
antagonift. Thisfeverity of manners, may appear to ftrangers 
at a firft view to be prohibitory, but a long relidence in the 
country, and intimate acquaintance with the manners and cuf. 
toms of this extraordinary people, have long fince ccmvinced 
Mr. Thomas, that a perfon of upright manners cannot affoci- 
,ate with a better companion than a Rajpoot. 

In their marriages they pay the flriSell attention to call, and 
will never unite themfelves with people of inferior condition j 
this is £o unavoidably neceffary, that were a man to enter into an 
alliance with a family of ignoble blood,, the children of fuch 
marriage would in confequence be deprived of their nght of 
inheritance, a ftriking infiance of national pertinacity. 
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Aplttreditfi^ #ives, tWsUlowed by dieirinltitutioiu, except¬ 
ing ionon^ the higher Order of Rajpoots^ is feldom pra6tifed, 
Aftd even in that inflance, it is more ovdng to motives of policy 
than inclination, and arifes chiefly from a defire of extinguifhing 
thofe antient feuds, which have fo long fublifled among fiimilies. 

During their infancy and childhood, the Rajpoot women, 
being kept in a conftant ftate of concealment, when once mar« 
ried, are feldom feen but by the very neared in blood, among 
their own relations. This cudom is fo rooted among them, that 
a lady would condder herfelf as diihonoured by any expofure 
of her perfon to public view. 

This feclufion of females in fouthern Afia, has been errone- 
oufly fuppofed by many perfons, to be a hardfhip on the fex j 
but in Mr. Thomas’s opinion, it is undcrdoodin a fcnfe rather 
too general; in every other refpedl, the Rajpoot charafter yields 
to no nation in Afia, or perhaps in the world, in maintaining 
the tics of relationihip and confanguinity, by a ferieS of the 
hindeft a£lions towards each other. They are dutiful forts, kind 
hudjands and affefliortat'e brothers. 

The men it is true, are in the higheft degree jeakms of 
their hortour, but the exempting their women from perfbnal 
labour, in employing though ^reied from the red of the world. 
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in faperintetiding the education of their children, and other 
domeftic avocations, cannot furely with juftice be confidered as 
a hardfhip. And if, we look (fays Mr. Thomas) at the 
condition of the inferior fort of women in moft parts of Europe, 
the fituation of the Rajpoot females may be perhaps benefited 
by the comparifon. 

One cullom and one alone obtains among this infatuated peo¬ 
ple, at which nature muft ever revolt and humanity fliudder; it- 
is the praftice of putting to death their new-born females. In 
ether refpefts, tender and affe£lionate towards their offspring, it 
was a matter of extreme furprize to Mr. Thomas, that in this, 
inllance, the Rajpoots lliould fo far exceed the bounds of 
natural affeflion. 

From motives of curiofity,he was induced to demand their 
reafon for allowing of this horrid prafiice, the reply in general 
was “ it is our cuftom,” but when Mr. Thomas remarked that 
was but a bad plea for the commiflion of the horrid crime of 
murder, they would then urge the poflibility of their daughters 
meeting with bad hulbands, who might hereafter bring difgrace 
and diflionour on their poflerity, or, that the infants themfelves, 
might at fome future period commit aftions unworthy of the 
name of Rajpoots. Should this reafoning hold, faid Mr. Thc^. 
mas, and the Rajpoot nation in this particular, were to be all 
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of the fame mind, they would in the fpace of 100 yearsj or 
much lefs time, become extin6i. This argument enforced with 
pertinacity, had for a time the eflfe£l of carrying apparent 
conviftion of the impropriety of a cuilom fo unnatural, and 
he had the fatisfa^lion to obtain frequent promifcs from fomc 
refpeftable families in that country, that they would difcontinue 
the praflice in future; this promife he afterwards learnt, had 
in fome inftances, among their own relations been happily 
carried intoeffeft. 

With thefe exceptions the Rajpoots may be confidered, as 
honourable, brave and faithful, and few nations who are not in 
pofTeflion of the advantages of education, or thofe benefits which 
arife from the refinements of civilized life, can be faid to be 
poITeffcd of more good qualities, or benevolence of difpofition. 


This benevolence of difpofition is exhibited in a peculiar man¬ 
ner towards the Jfauts, who are cultivators of the foil, for though 
the Rajpoots keep them under the ftriclell obedience, and do not 
allow them more than is neceflary for their fubfiftence, deprive 
them of the honour of bearing arms, except it be on the adlual 
invafion of their frontiers, notwithHanding thefe circumftances, 
apparently fo degrading, the farmer acknowledges, that he lives 
happily under the government, and that his Rate of poverty is 
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by the mildnefs in * manners exhibited towards him, by his 
fjaperiors the Rajpoots, converted into content. 


The Rajah of Jypore, rich in refources of every kind, is in 
fa£I a very powerful prince, his cavalry may be computed at 
not lefs than 30,000 men. He has 12,000 infantry in his fervice 
cxclufive of 5 or 6000 mercenaries. In this ftatement, are not 
included the aids, which he would be enabled to draw from his 
connections with the neighbouring countries of Joudpore, 
Oudepore and Beykaneer, to whofe rulers he is allied by blood. 
His artillery is numerous, and well appointed, and in fliort fays 
Mr. Thomas, an alliance with this prince in cafe of necelfity 
may be one day deemed not unworthy the precaution and 
forefight of the Britifh government in Afia. 


One thing only tends to mark a deficiency, in the othcrwifc 
found policy of this prince, which is, the appointment of 
people of inferior rank to high commands in his army; 

Naturally high fpirited and haughty, a Rajpoot is of all other 
people moft averfe to ferve under a perfon whom he confiders his 
inferior. 


Hence arifes the impolicy of the Rajah, who has of late years 
introduced into commands in his army, fervants, mechanics and 
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even flavcs; Thefe men deftitute of talents or conduft, cannot 
be fuppofed to pofTefs that independency of fpirit, which alone 
excites to the performance of great aftions. In juftification 
of the Rajahs meafurcs in this inftance, it has however been 
aflerted by fome, that the difference of caft and condition makes 
none in refpefl to courage, which ^r. Thomas obferves, may 
hold good with refpe£l to Europe troops, or even Indian troops 
difciplincd and conduced by European officers, as, inthatin- 
fiance, they may be confidered as a machine a6luated and anima¬ 
ted by the voice of the commander; But, in an Indian army where 
difcipline never exifted, little can be expelled from chiefs, who 
in.their aflions are not flimulated by a fenfe of perfonal honour. 

The Rajpoots therefore who compofed the greater number of 
the troops in the Jypore army, deeming thefe commanders inade¬ 
quate to perform the duties of their ftation, become confcquently 
indifferent in their acknowledgement of authority; Thefe men, 
moreover, from a conflant refidence at the court of a gay and 
luxurious piince, for fuch is thecharafler of the reigning fove- 
reign, have affumed the manners of courtiers, and indulge in 
too frequent ridicule on the plain and honefl fimplicity of Raj¬ 
poot manners ; while the latter, from their haughtinefs of fpirit, 
and the difguft conceived at this treatment, never fail on the 
flightefl token of difrefpeft, to revenge the infult, by putting the 
aggreffor to inftant death. 
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Among the recreations of the Kutchwah Rajpoots, the exer- 
cife on horfeback forms a dillinguifliing feature; If ever by 
chance they fhould be neceffitated to combat on foot, it is only 
in defence of their houfes and families. Their arms conlift of 
a lance and fabre, and though the Rajah of late years, has intro¬ 
duced the mufquet and matchlock, they make but little ufe of 
thefe weapons. They have in common with other Rajpoots, a 
thick quilted jacket, which like armour, will refill with effeft 
the ftroke of a feimitar. 

The country of Jypore is capable of yielding an annual re¬ 
venue of 120 lacks of rupees, though from the nature of its 
government, the amount paid into the Rajah’s treafury, now feldom 
exceeds fixty lacks. This may be accounted for, by confider- 
ing that the feudal fyllem prevailing throughout the dominions 
of Jypore, leflens, thereby the aflual revenue of the Hate. The 
refpeflive chieftains hold their lands in Jaiedad, and for the 
exprefs purpofc of affording a body of troops in times of emer¬ 
gency, which cannot be difpenfed with. To this certain 
expence, are to be added the occafional exa£lions of the fove- 
reign upon particular chiefs, and confequent diminution of the 
effeftive military force.. 

The chiefs of the diffri6l, termed Sheckhawathy in particular,. 
who in former times could contribute their quota towards the 
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exigencies of the Hate, by bringing 10,000 men into the field, 
and who from great military experience and length of fervice, 
werejuftly confidered as the bell foldiers in the Jypore army, 
can now with difficulty mufler 3,000 men. Of late years, thefe 
troops have become not only extremely difgufted with the 
fervice, occafioned by the caufes already detailed, but have 
evinced a fpirit of difcontent and diffatisfaflion, which in the 
event of civil difcord threatens to prove highly detrimental to 
the general intcrefts of the community. 

The Rajpoot princes of Jypore, are of the tribe called 
Kutchwa and tracing their origin from a remote antiquity, this 
illuftrious family, in the annals of the empire are called Beni 
Suriij or children of the fun. They originally fettled in the 
fouthern parts of the province of Gualior, and drew their lineage 
from Rajah Ramchunder a prince of high celebrity. 

It appears from the Hindoo books called Kamayoon and Mu~ 
AiiMarai that Rajah Ramchunder had two fons, the one named 
Nubh, an 1 the other Koofh. The defendants of the former 
are denominated Burhagoojery and thofe of the latter Kutch- 
wayah, Pirthi Raj* the firft fovereign, who mounted the throne 
of Jypore, in the aera+ of Bekcrmajeet, 1559, died in 1584. 

* Pirthi Sing aforementioned^ wai the founder of a Dynafly^^ denominated Duamdah 
Kutchoory^ or the la partitions, fo called from the number of hli font, among whom, topre* 
vent animofi iei, he during his life time, divided his dominions into at man/ feparate pirtt» 

f For the xra of Bekcrmajeet, confult Mr. GJadwin’t A/een Akbery, 
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The defcendants of the Rajahs of Ambeer having eftabliflied 
themfelves in the fineft parts of the peninfula, for a feries of 
years were pofleffed of high authority and extenfive dominion. 
Among thefe, Maun Sing a prince, renowned in the annals of the 
empire, aflumed a leading part, others, following his example 
in fucceffion contributed to the permanent eftablifliment of their 
family, by afts of no Icfs wifdom than benevolence. 


The dry and uninterefting matter contained in a genealogical 
detail can be gratifying to none; it will therefore be fufficient to 
remark, that the fucccllion of the Rajpoot princes from their 
founder continued for fevcral centuries to fill the throne of 
Jypore, and our prefent detail will conclude, by obferving, that 
in the records of the royal family of Ambeer, there exifts a table 
of 215 princes from Rajah Ramchundur to Purtaub Sing the 
prefent fovereign.* 


^ In the foregoing detailylhe compiler has great ratUfa£tion in offering hit belt thanks 
to Colonel Palmer* late ambaflador at the Poonah Durbar, to Captain John Baillie, Profiflbr 
of the Arabic and Peiiian languages, and to the gentleman (ludcnts, in the Perfian and 
Arabic claffcs in the college of Fort William, founded under the aufpiccs of His Excellency 
the Mod Ntblc Marquis Wcllcflcy, Colonel Palmer having moll obligingly comma- 
nicited to him foroe M* S, matter on the gemalogy of the Rajpoot princes of Jypore, 
Joudporc and Oudipore, and Captain Baillic having with no Icfs kindnefs, fuggcllcd to his 
(upili the tranllation of it, as a Toluncary ezcrcife during their vacation hours* 
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CHAPTER Vlir. 


In m expedition againjl Jyvokz, Mr. Thomas is joined 
^Va VON Row —Their proceedings—Account of the city 
of Futtahpore —Approach of the Jypore army-—Battle 
of Futtahpore. 

IN returning from a digredion, which it is hoped will have 
afforded our readers fome relief from the tedium of narrative 
detail, it is now neceffary to remark, that about this time 
Luckxaak commander in chief of the forces of Scindiah north 
of the NerbuddA ll, fent orders to Vavon Row to invade- 
Jypore; and in his letter on thatfubjefl, having mentioned the 
fum exafled by his predeceflbrs in office from each of the diftrifls, 
he recommended Vavon Row to demand an equal proportion 
on the pirfent occafion, as a reward for the fervice to be per¬ 
formed; he moreover allowed Vavon Row ten annas in the 
rupee from the money thus collefled, to be divided among the 
troops, and the remaining fix annas to be fent to his own trea- 
fury. 

Vavon Row, on receipt of the above order, wrote prefling let¬ 
ters to Mr, Thomas inviting him to join in the propofed expeJi- 



MEMOIRS OF 


loS 


[a. d . 1799. 


tion', but he, tho* willing to make a temporary incurfion to Jypore 
to obtain prefcnt relief to his neceffities, was, by no means 
inclined to go the lengths propofed, and at firft from prudential 
motives declined the offer. 


Mr. Thomas moreover was not ignorant, that the fubliltence 
of fo large a body of troops on an expedition like the prefent, 
could only be obtained by a full treafury, and his own refources 
were at prefent dried up. That the numerous cavalry, which 
the Jypore rajah could bring into the field, would very much 
impede their efforts in procuring the neceffary fupplies of forage 
and provifions; and that without thefe aids, the fuccefs of the 
expedition would be very doubtful, and finally, he remarked to 
Vavon Row, that even if fuccefs attended their arms, the rajah 
would never pay to them the fum fpecified, but would refer the 
matter to Luckwah himfelf, whereby they would lofe the fruits 
of their labours.' Thefe fuggeflions, however falutary in their 
defign, could not perfuade Vavon Row to give up his fcheme, or 
convince him, that their united force was incompetent to the 
prefent contefl. 

That chief now fent his vakeel to Mr. Thomas, promiling him 
u ium of money, of which he flood in great need, for the prof¬ 
fered alfiitance and he at length clofed with the prqpofal, 
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His force at this time confiAed of three battalions of 400 men 
each, with 14 pieces of artillery, 90 horfe, 300 Rohillas and 
eoo of the peafdntry of Hurrianah, with which he joined 
Vavon Row at Kanond. 

That chief had himfelf, 1 battalion of infantry, 4 pieces of 
artillery, 900 cavalry and 600 irregulars, with this force they 
commenced their march towards Jypore. On entering the 
country a party of the Rajah’s troops ftationed to colleft the 
revenues retreated, when the chief of the diftrift fent vakeels 
into Mr. Thomas’s camp, who agreed to the payment of the 
two years tribute which had been named by Luckwah. 

The offer was accepted, and the troops marching forward 
■compelled fcveral others to fubmit to fimilar exactions. For 
near a month the united armies continued their progrefs without 
interruption, but the Rajah of Jypore, who had in the interim 
been collccling his troops, now marched to the relief of his 
poflefTions, with a refolution to punilli the invaders and revenge 
the infult he had fuflained, by giving battle, wherever he fliould 
meet with his enemies. The army thus colle£led, amounted to 
40,000 men, with wh ch the Rajah marched againA Mr. Thomas 
and Vavon Row, v ho, not having yet got pofleflion of any 
place, from whence a fupply of grain could be drawn, became 
Xenlible of their error, and were reduced to a fituation truly 
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hazardous. Vavon Row deeming it impofEble to encounter fo 
large a force, now acquainted Mr. Thomas, that he muft rely on 
his own exertions, that from the numbers and acknowledged 
bravery of the enemy, who were chiefly Rajpoots, there could 
exift but fmall hope of fuccefs in rilking an engagement, and for 
tbefe confideratiohs, advifed Mr. Thomas to retreat. To combat 
thefe arguments and fruftrate a defign fo pufillanimous in its na¬ 
ture, Mr. Thomas reminded Vavon Row of his hafty and 
inconftderate conduft in leading them into their prefent exigency, 
that there exifted no caufe to prevent at leaft one trial of 
ftrength, their own troops being faithful to them, and in high 
fpirit to engage; that moreover, to think of a retreat on the 
prefent occalion without an exertion on their part, would be a 
difhonour to himfelf and his progenitors, who never turned 
their backs on an enemy; and finally obferved that if Vavon 
Row now receded, he never could again expefl to be employed 
by Scindiah, or any other chief under his authority. Thefe ar¬ 
guments combined, at length made an impreflion on the mind 
of Vavon Row, and he agreed to rifk an engagement. 

With this determination, they marched forthwith to the city 
of Futtahpore, in which they expefled to meet with a fup- 
ply of grain fuflicient for the confumption of their troops, but 
on their arrival, the inhabitants, who had received iuti mation of 
their approach, were bufily employed in filling up the wells in- 
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neighbourhood, in order to diflrefs the troops for water, they, 
had nearly completed this defign (only one remaining open) 
•when Mr. Thomas arrived. 

The pofleffion of this remaining well, now became the objefl 
of contention* betwixt Mr. Thomas and a body of 400 men, 
who had been detached from the city, for the exprefs purpofe of 
filling it up ; Mr. Thomas, who perceived rto time was to be loft, 
ordered his cavalry to charge, the a<ftion was at firft obllinate, 
but two of the enemy’s firdars being killed, the reft retreated, 
and the well was happily preferved. This was of great impor¬ 
tance, as except in this fingle fupply, no water was to be 
procured but from a confiderable diftance. 

The fervice on this day was uncommonly fevere, as Mr. 
Thomas had completed a march of five and twenty miles over 
a deep fand, which in moil places was above the ancles of his 
men; he w as therefore glad to encamp, and afford fome repofe 
to his fatigued troops. 

As the city of FUTTAHPORE was marked in Mr. Thomas’s 
military career, as a place of fignal fuccefs, an account of it may 
not perhaps be deemed intrufive. 

KAIEEM KHAN a Tartar nobleman, accompanied the ftan- 
datd of the Moguls on their firft invafion of Hindoftan, and as a 
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reward for his military fcrvices on that occafion, had been pre- 
(ented with the government of the adjoining country of Hur- 
rianah and Jinjinnoo, where he fettled with his family and 
Adherents. 

In procefs of time however, the Mogul princes who fat on 
the throne of Delhi, unmindful of the fervices of this illullrious 
family, endeavoured to effcfl their ruin, and finally by a tyran¬ 
nical procedure expelled them from the province. On their 
expulfion, they fought an afylum in the dominions of Jypore, 
by whofe ruler they were kindly received, and where they 
remained until the prefent time. The city of Futtahpore was 
allotted for their refidence, where fince that period, the defeen- 
dants of Kaieem Khan have continued to refide, retaining along 
with the name of their founder, the charafteriftic energy and mi¬ 
litary fpirit of the tribe, and are to this day termed by the natives 
KAIEEM KHANEE or defeendants of Kaieem Khan. 

The city of Futtahpore being full of people, Mr. Thomas 
in order to fave the effufion of blood, was defirous to treat with 
the inhabitants for its ranfom, but the demands of Vavon Row 
were fo exorbitant that they declined compliance. 

The Mahratta chief afked no leCs a fum, than 10 lacks of 
rupees, whilft the towns people only offered one, encouraged 
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perhaps by the hope of receiving aHifeance from the Rajah of 
Jypore, who was rapidly advancing to their relief. 


During thefe negotiations niglit came on, and nothing was 
done refpefting the propofed ranforn, fome perfons however, 
who had been font iirto the city by Mr. Thomas to protefl the 
place, until they could make the terms of furrendcr, unluckily 
began to plunder the inhabitants, winch, clrcumllancc, fo exaf- 
perated the commandant that lie broke off al’ further treaty, and 
the united force then took poffelLon of the place by florm. 
This w’as fcarcely effefied, when intelligence of the Rajah’s 
approach w’as announced to Mr. Thomas, Who then thought 
proper to fortify his camp, which he did in the following 
manner. In tlic neighbourhood w’erc abundance of large ikorn 
trees, v.liicii arc common in tiie wct'l of India, a fuHicient num¬ 
ber of thefe were cut down and by Mr. Thomas’s dirccliou 
piled one upon anotlicr in the front and Hanks of his camp, his 
rear being fecured by the city of Futtahpore. To render it 
more impenetrable the branches of the trees'* being clofcly 
interwoven wdth each other v/erc tlien made fait with ropes, 


It is rcmarkaL’e that Mr, Thomas, who had read very liitlr* fliould r,®pn the 
refources of his own mind have ad jpted a mode of defence parallel, %ith one related in 
the Hiftory of Modern Europe. Speaking of the approach of the Bntijh army under the 
command of General Abercromby, in the war of 1758, againftthc fortof 

Q 
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thus forming chevaux de frize to keep off the cavalry, 
and laftly a large quantity of fand was throAvn between the 
branches which pointed outwards toward the enemy. 

A trench could not be dug, as the fand was fo loofe in its 
quality, that the excavations were inftantly filled up as foon as 
made; But the Abbatis abovementioned was on feveral accounts 
highly feiviceable, particularly as it not only fecured Mr. 
Thomas from the attacks of the enemy’s cavalry, but atTorded 
protection to the camp. FIc next direCted batteries to be made 
for the defence of the difiorent wells in the nciglibourhood which 
I;ad by this time been cleaned out and opened afrcfii for ufe ; lie 
took pofTcflion of and fort’.ucJ the city in the befi manner that 
the fnortnefs of the time aainittcd j Ordered a large fupply of 
pTOvifions to he brought into his camp ; and had fcarct’.y finilh- 
ed llu-fc preparations, wi'.t n then vanguard of tlic cnern) 's army 
appeared in fight. 

On their nriival, the c.'.cny creamped Vii;iiin 4 c; f-; of 31,-.. 
Thomas, and foon aiier on a delaehinent of cavairv and 

in KOF.rn AMF.r.ICA. • TL? ri t, 1, (fa- tlictP.-il.n) V-C ■'a-.-Vnccl 'irj'r ihs 
‘ CiUirt'ri rf I’t.' ilarc be ‘r.;d ar, .’.f m l;'* wojk, fernte] of die iribtl'.a of trees pll- 
* s ore 11’ rn . n dvr, nnj t! c\ ’ c ' rtner tlcTtn ’e.' l>y wl. ’c tr c.s, \vu!i il cir ’'I'n lies 
‘ ouTvvARJt, f, ir.c of w 1.1th wc.c tiu nn 1 flittrj'cncd fo as to rr.facr ih: p'lrpeft; ot a 
‘ CnrvAUM DE FiiizEd—L'ec ilid* l/i I Idiot y cf Iv’cdcrn E iropr, Vol. V. page 283, 
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infantry to clear the wells in the neighbourhood. For two days 
he allowed them to proceed with their work uninterruptedly, but 
on the third morning, he with two battalions of infantry, 8 
pieces of artillery, and his own cavalry marched out with a re- 
folution to attack their grand park of artillery, leaving direc¬ 
tions to the battalion that remained behind, to attack and dif- 
perfc the advanced party bcforementioncd ; On his departure he 
left a written paper for Vavon Row, rcquelling that chief to fol¬ 
low with the remainder of Ids cavalry, and with the infantry 
'ivhich lie had with him, to provide for tue fccurity of the 
CCUID. 

j. 


Mr. Thomas was diri/nfcd to afl in this manner from his ex¬ 
perience of tlic 1\I .hrattas, who he well knew if acquainted with. 
Itis pi.ms con'd keep nothing focret, but would by divulging 
them out tl,n cnc ins' on tlicir g:mrd. It was night when he fnt 
rrjt and a H’.mbril being apfet c-n the road occafioncd confidnra- 
L-ic del.sy i ’ t'.ieir progre fs, fo that tiic day began to dawn be fore 
the evi! v;:,', repaired, and to add to his mortifKation on ariiv- 
ing neer the canyp, lie perceived the enemy an'crabled umler 
ar;-,!', arel ready to receive him. 


.It was now 
He paihedi on he 
advanced to meet 


late to cariv liis fnTt deli 
vcver and couung up wiii; 
him, attacked diein to the 


gn into cxccnti'^n. 
a party v;ho n >w 
number cTp''-'^ 



n6 


MEMOiRS OF 


[a. ». 1799 , 

men with great fpirit and vigour. The enemy made but a fee¬ 
ble reliftance, and Toon after withdrew to their main body hav¬ 
ing fuftainjcd confiderable lofs. The wells which had been 
cleaned out were again filled up, and Mr. Thomas after colle6l- 
ing the horfes and other cattle which had berti left on the field, 
returned with his detachment to camp; on his way he met 
■with the Mahralta cavalry, who fecmed much out of humour that 
they had not been confultcd on fo important an occafion, but 
Vavon Row their chief reprclTed their pride by telling them 
plainly, that their own delay in accoutering was the real caufe 
of their difappointment. 

Mr. Thomas’s officers now received khilluts* from the 
.IMahratta chief, and to prevent animofities, fimilar marks of 
honour were bellowed, though with relu6lancc, on the officers 
of the Mahratta horfe. 

Preparations were now making by the enemy to bring on a 
general engagement, which proved far greater in its confe- 
quences than cither party had forefeen. The next morning 
at day break, Mr. Thomas was informed, that there was a great 
buftle in the enemies camp, and Ihortly after received intelli¬ 
gence of their a£lual approach in order of battle. He had de¬ 
termined in his own mind the fpot where he would engage, and 


♦ DrcfTcs of honour; 
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as he vrell knew no reliance could be placed on the Mahrattas, 
he was necellitated to leave a part of his infantry^, and four 6 
pounders to guard the camp and cover hi« rear, which was in 
danger of being furronnded by the enemy; with the remainder 
confining of 2 battalions of infantry, 200 Rohillas, his cavalry 
and 10 pieces of artillery he prepared for the encounter. 

The Mahrattas on feeing the immenfe force they had to cope 
with, gave themfelves over for loft, and Mr. Thomas was in a man¬ 
ner compelled to fight this important battle without afti fiance. 

After fome manoeuvres on either lide, he was glad to find that 
the enemy diftributed their army as he wiflied. 

Their right wing confifiing of the whole force of the Rajpoot 
•cavalry, was defiined to the attack of his camp, and fo certain 
were they of victory, that on perceiving the ftockade we have be¬ 
fore deferibed, they laughed at the idea, that a few bufies as they 
were pleaf d to term them, could for a moment retard their pro- 
grefs, or refill the impetuoliiy of the attack; the left wing con- 
fifting of 4,000 Rohillas 3,000 Ghofleins and 6,000 irregular 
infantry, commanded by the chiefs of their refpe6live diftridls, 
advanced at the fame time with hafty ftrides and loud fliouts, 
to take poffeffion of the city, the lols of which, by cutting 
off the fupply of water, would have been attended with the 
.moft ferious confequences. 

Q.a 
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Their third or main body was compofed of lo battalions of. 
infantry, 21 pieces of artillery and thejillahpofi, or body guard,, 
of the Rajah, confifting of 1600 men armed with matchlocks 
apd fabres, and commanded by Rajah Roorojee Khavies, as 
generaliflimo of the army, notwithftanding this immenfe force,, 
Mr. Thomas derived great advantage from the pofition in 
which his troops were drawn up, his front and flanks being 
fecured by the fortified camp, and his rear by the city of Fut- 
tahpore. 


T-he enemies cavalry now advancing in clofe and corapaft ■ 
order, the Mahrattas who were polled in the rear, fent to require . 
a reinforcement, and accordingly Mr. Thomas, tho’ he could ill 
fpare it, ordered four companies and two of the guns which had 
been left for the proteflion of the camp to march out and join him,' 
while with three guns and five companies of infantry, he advanced 
to repel the attack of the enemies horfe, his main body was • 
commanded by John Morris an Englilhman " who tho’ a brave 
“• man (fays Mr. Thomas) was better adapted to condu6l a for- 
lorn hope, than to direft the motions of troops in a field of 
battle,” Mr. Thomas having taken pofleflion of a very high 
fandbank, the enemy were thus placed between two fires, and 
could neither charge him or attack the camp, they confequently 
began to draw off, but perceiving he had but few cavalry, and 
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thofcbeioginhisrear onafuddenmade a furious charge upoa 
them, by which, the perfon who commanded, and feveral other 
brave men, wereinftantly cut to pieces, and it was not until the 
advance of two companies of grenadiers, who after having 
given their volley, charged with bayonets, that the enemy thus 
expofed, were compelled to retreat, and had the other divifionS’ 
of their army behaved with equal fpirit, the day would have been 
their own. It was not however until their cavalry retreated, that 
the body deftined to take poffelTion of the city, thought proper 
to advance a fccond time, having already once been driven back, 
with confiderable loft. Within the city Mr. Thomas had polled 
the Hurrimiah infantry, and loo Rohillas, who having fortified 
the higheftand the llrongell of thehoufes, could maintain them- 
felves againlt all attacks, excepting thofe of artillery; of this- 
circumllance the enemy were aware, and accordingly now de¬ 
tached fix pieces of cannon againfl the city, with orders to renew 
the combat. Mrl Thomas on feeing their cavalry draw olF from 
the field, was thereby enabled to fuccour thofe. He attackeil 
the enemy inflantly, and with fo much vigour, that he compelled 
them to withdraw the artillery and retreat. Their main body had 
by this time become a confufed mafs, without order, regularity 
or method, the enemy notwiih(landing, w'as determined to 
rilk the ilTue of the day on a general charge on Mr. Thomas’s 
main body. But their general was not met on this occafion with 
equal ardor by his troops; and Mr. Thomas perceiving them 
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;at't' fbind, commeticfid a heavy fire of grape fliot from his ghns, 
vi^heh after fuftaining much lofs, the enemy retreated; and Mr. 
Thomas at th» time ordered his battalions that had fufiered the 
kaft in the late confli£i« to advance in the pnrfoit; this however 
'COuld not now be effected, the bullocks attached to the artillery 
having been fiationed behind a land bank in the rear, could not 
be brought up with the expedition the emergency of the cafe 
required. At this time, the Mahratta cavalry, who during the 
preceding part of the conflifl, had ftood aloof, came forward 
-with their fervices in this purfuit. After fome delay Mr. Thomas 
having procured a fuflficient number of bullocks for one of his 
guns, advanced with that and a battalion of infantry, againft the 
-enemy, while the Marhatta horfe, to wipe olF the difgrace they 
had before fuffered by their inaftivity, joined in the purfuitj 


The enemy were retreating in all dire6lions and Mr. Thomas 
prepared to take polTeflion of a pair of 24 pounders, which 
remained near the fpot where he ftood, and direfted fome of his 
people to carry them into the rear. At this inftant, a large 
body of Rajpoot cavalry advanced fword in hand, to refeue the 
guns, when the cowardly Marhattas without fuftaining a fingle 
affault quitted the field. Mr. Thomas perceiving the enemy 
continued to advance, drew up his troops as well as the fhortnefs 
of time permitted, but before he was completely formed, the 
Marhatta horfe in their pufillaniraous flight, had broken through 



(mommiwmia. lat 

14tMiii^i|H|<9rere foQoired dof^ly ^fthe Rajpoot*, 'i^ha 
tocnt down a great number of Ms men; thele gallant 
fddims made a brave refillance, many of them, even in the 
agonies of death, ieized hold of the bridles of the enemies 
holies; the moment was critical, and to Mr. Thomas pregnant 
with future nulchief; With the only gun that remained, wMch 
he loaded up to the muzzle, and about i^o of hb followers, 
who bravely determined to conquer or die with him, he waited 
the event with forutude; after permitting the enemy to ap¬ 
proach within 40 yards, he gave hb fire, accompanied at the 
fiime time, by a volley of mufquetry, with fiich confiderable 
elFe£l, that great numbers of the enemy were inftantly knocked 
down. This firft effort, being followed by two other difcharges, 
completely routed the enemy, and drove them from this well 
eonteffed field; 

The Marhattah horle who had been the chief caufe of the 
late difaller, had in the interim haffened to the camp for pro- 
teflion, but were by Mr. Thomas’s order refufed admittance, 
and a fmall part)^ of Rajpoots, who bad followed in their rear 
put feveral to death without mercy.* 

The enemys infantry perceiving the attack made by the 
horfe, began by thb time to rally, and feemed inclined to renew 

• Throu^liottt the whole of thii eaiee, Mr. Thome ^ fpeelu io term mil iadij^ 
lent of the difgricefal behevider of hie elUen 
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iiy To dBPord them an opportunity of fo doing, Mr. 

^omas having colle£led the remains of his gallant detachment, 
vetted the attack. The day approaching to a clofe, the enemy 
thought proper to retire, and Mr. Thomas after fearching in 
vain for the 24 pounders which he had once poffefled during the 
aftlon, returned with his army to camp. In this aflion in killed 
and wounded, Mr, Thomas loft 300 men (amongft the latter of 
whom was the gallant Morris); That of the enemy, amounted 
to more than 2000 exclufive of horfes and other valuable effefts, 
which they were compelled to leave behind on the field of battle. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


Military Operations contijitud — Mr. Thomas compelled, to 
retreat—Diflrefs of the army — Peace concluded ,— Mr, 
Thomas marches againjt the Rajah of Beykaneer— 
Geographical defcription of that country — Of the Lack Hi 
Jungle —Military Operations — Mr. Thomas enters into 
engagements with Am b a j e e . 


ON the enfuing morning, Mr. Thomas notified to the enemy’s 
general, that he might fend proper perfons to bury the dead, 
and carry away the wounded men without interruption on his 
part. This civility was received with attention, accompanied 
at the lame time with a requeft to treat for peace, 

Vavon Row, as a previous ftipulation, infifted on the pay¬ 
ment of a large fum of money to indemnify him for Ioffes fuf- 
tained during the campaign; To this the other objefted, upon 
the principle of not being authorifed by the Rajah of Jypoor to 
difburfe fo large a fum without further orders; On receiving 
this anfwer, Mr. Thomas fufpe£ling that the enemy only waited 
fpr time to procure a reinforcement, recommended to Vavon 
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Rmr . me {Mrel^tioa of hofiilit^; That chief was avetle to the; 
{wopoliil« as he deemed the perfonnance Mamla or agreement 
fTt^erable to the hazard and rilk of a fecond engagement, and 
therefore he over-ruled Mr, Thomas's objeflions ; The nego- 
ciations for peace were therefore broken off, the enemy having 
colle6led the fcattered remains of their forces, took poll on their 
former ground. In the mean time, letters from Scindiah arriv¬ 
ed, requeuing Vavon Row to defift from hoftilities againff the 
troops of Jypoor; Others of fimilar import came from Mr, 
Perron who had lately fucceeded general Duboigne in the chief 
command of Scindiah’s forces. 

The enemy now of their own acc(»rd offered to pay the fum of 
50,000 rupees, which being moll unaccountably rejefled, Vavon 
Row had much reafon to repent. During the late negotiations, 
confiderable reinforcement had arrived in the Jypoor camp, and 
hoftilities recommenced with redoubled vigour on both ftdes. 

Mr. Thomas’s troops from a want of forage which they were 
obliged to colled from a diftance of 20 miles from the camp, 
fuftained much inconvenience. In attempts to bring it in, they 
were moreover harrafled by detached parties of the enemy, and 
to complete their diftrefs, the Rajah of Beykaneer had by this 
time reinforced the Jypore army with 5,000 men. The Mar- 
hattas in Mr, Tliomas’s camp wholly ufelels, were fit only to> 
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ptuniScr’tttddeffifoyjtlie linrefifting peafahtry. Thus fituited* 
and forage continuing to decr^fe, a council of war was held 
between Vavon Row, Mr. Thoihas, and the other commanders, 
in which it was unanimoufly agreed, to attempt a-retreat to their 
own country. 


Agreeably to this refolution, the next morning before day break, 
the troops began to file offl^ but were fcarcely got in motion, wlien 
the enemy’s whole force came up to the attack; while it conti¬ 
nued dark, great confufion prevailed, but on the appearance of 
day light, Mr. Thomas having formed his men, compelled the 
enemy to retreat with great lofs. ■ 

They ftill continued to hang on his rear, and annoy him with 
the fire of artillery, alTifted by an immenfe quantity of rockets. 
From the rapidity of his march, the enemy’s heavy guns were 
foon obliged to remain behind, and the rocket and the matchlock 
men, alone continued the purfuit. The day was intenfely hot 
and the troops fuffered feverely from a total want of water; this 
caufe however operating in a fimilar manner upon the enemy, 
prevented the execution of their plans; the fervice was fevere, and 
in the higheft degree fatiguing; at length after a toilfome march, 
Mr. Thomas arrived in the evening at a village, where he fortu¬ 
nately met with two wells containing plenty of excellent water; his 
men eager to catch a refrefliing draught, crowded fo fall upon 
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■cadi otlier, tliat two fell into the well, by which accident one of 
them was inftantly fufifocated, and the other with much diffi¬ 
culty brought out alive; care was naw taken to prevent a 
renewal of fimilar accidents, by Rationing an armed force to 
proteft the well, till by degrees, moft of the troops having 
received a fmall fupply, the confufion ceafed, and order was 
redoredin the camp. 


The enemy Hill followed in the rear, and encamped within 
two cofs. Mr. Thomas determined to renew the attack the 
enfuing day. 


Mr. Thomas perceiving that his men had loll their accuf- 
tomed fpirits, to encourage them marched himfelf on foot 
at their head, during the whole of the enfuing day. 

The enemy frequently appearing inclined to charge, Mr. 
Thomas direfled the commandant of artillery, to keep up a 
conllant fire in the rear, this in fome degree checked their ardor 
and afforded an opportunity to his own troops to move on; 
after a fecond day’s march, attended by circumftances, of dif- 
trefs fimilar to the preceding one, (though with confiderable lofs 
to the enemy) Mr. Thomas arrived at a large town, in the 
neighbourhood of which he was gratified with the fight of at) 
ample fupply of water from five wells. 
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Here the enemy defifting from the purfuit, Mr. Thomas hid 
time to direfi his attention to the fituation of his own troops; 
the fick and wounded, were condufled to a place of fafety, to¬ 
gether with the hoftages, which had been received from the enemy 
on the commencement of the late negotiations, and having 
refted and refrelhed his men, Mr. Thomas recommenced holli- 
lities on the enemy’s country, and by a fucceflion of exadions 
and fines, foon obtained money fufficient to defray his expences, 
and fatisfy his troops for their arrears. 

By this time, the Rajah of Jypoor fenfible of the injury, which 
his country would fuftain by thefe depredations, once more fent 
perfons to offer terms to Vavon Row, for the evacuation of his 
territories: the terms were accepted, a fum of money paid, 
and hoflilitics ceafed. 


On the conclufion of the tranfaflions, Mr. Thomas deter¬ 
mined to rv’.taliate on the Rajah of Beykaneer, and punifh him 
for the aid which he had afforded the Prince of Jypoor, the 
preceding year. 

To comprehend however the nature of this expedition, it will 
be neceffary in this place to recur to a geographical and ftatif- 
tical (ketch of this remarkable country. 
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The pirovince of BEYKANEERis bounded on the north by 
the country of the Baltics, weft by the defert, fouth weft by Jef- 


felmere and fouth by Joudpoor, fouth eaft by Jypoor and eaft 
by the diftri£l of Hurrianah. It is 120 cofs from north to 
fouth, and from 50 to 80 from eaft to weft, but is broadeft 
in the centre. The country is elevated, the foil a light brown 
fand, from the nature of which, rain is fwallowed up as foon 
as fallen. This circumftance renders neceflary a recourfe to the 
conftruftion of wells in all parts of the country, thefe which 
are made of brick are in general from one to two hundred feet 
in depth, though towards the Jeflelmere frontier, they extend to 
no lefs than three hundred feet. For the ordinary purpofes of 
life, and domeftic confumption, each family is careful to pro¬ 
vide a ciftern for the reception of rain water, as a dearth of this 
precious article frequently compels the inhabitants by whole 
families, to migrate to a more favorable foil. 


With the exception of a few villages towards the eaftern boun¬ 
dary, the cultivation of Beykaneer is precarious; Bajerah, and 
other forts of Indian pulfe, being all that are produced. But 
horfes and bullocks, are numerous. From the caufes above 
ftated, the inhabitants of Beykaneer, are obliged in a great 
meafure to depend upon their neighbours for the necefiary fup- 
plies of provifions, as even in the few places moft favorable 
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for cultivation; the produce of the fieldi fcarcely recompenfes 
the labour of the peafant. 

The city of Beykanecr is fpacious^ well built and furrounded 
by a wall of Conker, 


One mile fouth weft of the city is the fort, where the Rajah 
refides, it is a place of confiderable ftrength, built in the Indian 
ftyle, and encompafled by a broad and deep ditch, but the chief 
fecurity of both the city and fort, is owing to the fcarcity of 
water in the furrounding country. 


The form of government in Beykanecr refembles that of 
Joudpoor, for here alio, both the property and lives of the fub- 
je£l, are entirely at the difpofal of the prince. 

SooRU r Sing the prefent ruler of Beykaneer has been of 
late years compelled to maintain an army of mercenaries for the 
fecurity of his authority. For tho’ at his acceffion to the govern¬ 
ment he found himfelf poflefled of a full treafury, which the 
wifdom and forefight of his anceftors had hoarded up with fru¬ 
gality and care, yet from boundlefs profufion and thoughtleis 
extravagance this was quickly dillipated, and his neccffities 
compelling him to have recourfe to extortions to fupply his 
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extravagance, he has, by becoming cruel, tyrannical and op- 
preflive, thereby alienated the love of his fubjefts.* 

The inhabitants of Beykaneer are in general Rajpoots, and 
fpring from the parent flock of Oudipore, as ■will be hereafter 
noticed in the hiflorical flcetch of that remarkable country. 
This of courfe attaches to them a fimilarity of habits and manners. 
It has however been remarked that although Rajpoots and of 
the- Rh'itorc tribe, the Beykaneerians are cruel in difpofition, 
cowardly and treacherous. Thefe degenerate fymptoms may be 
attributed partly to their indolent and ina6live flUe for a long 
period of years, and partly to a relaxation in their antient funpli- 
city of manners, occafioned by the bad example fetthemby their 
own Princes. 


The revenue; of Beykaneer, amount to about three kicks of 
rupees, though the Roj:ahhus occufionally found means by laying 


* In the year 1799, the Rajah B •) I; ineer coT.niUtfd an jfl dcfcrviiig of ihe higlieft 
reprobation, and wiiich funds coitfiimci on the auihoiit/ of Mi, 'ihomas. 

A party, who wae fcni by Vizier Ali the fpurioui, Nawaub of Oude to the country of 
^emaun Shah, were by order of Soorut Sing the prefrnt Sovereign, not only detained 
piifonera in their piffage through l.is te.iitories, but plundered of their pto,>crty and itta. 
fure to the amount of twenty feven lacks of rurecs, and final'y put to death. 
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duties and vexatious impofts on the merchants paffing through his 
country to realize nearly double that fura. 

The trade formerly paffing from the port of Soor at to Tat- 
T A on the Indus, entered from thence the Beykaneer province; 
the ufual route of the caravans was through Joudpore and the 
province of Jeffelmerejbut the rapacity and injuflice of the reign¬ 
ing Prince, as above related, have of late years, if not utterly 
annihilated commerce, at Icall dircfled its courfe into other clnn- 
nels; of this negleci the R ijah of Jypore has reaped the principal 
bencSr, by turning the niufl lucrative branches of commerce 
into his own territories. 

The force of Beykaneer may amount on the wliolc to S,coo'. 
men two fitdii of which are cavalry, and the remainder infantry 
and artillery. In tlic fervice of this Prince are fevcral Europeans 
of different nations, wlio rehde within the fort of Beykaneer. 

The Rajan of Deykanecr has many enemies, the principal of 
which are his neigb.bours the Bailies, whofe country he invaded 
about nine years fince but without fuccefs. lie has in like man¬ 
ner been uvifaccefslul in fevcral attempts lately made in the dd 
tri6i of Churoo. 

Confidering tl:c nature of the foil and climate of this conn'ry, 
it muh appear matter of no fmall furprizc, that any people fitould 
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voluntarily have felefled fo barren and unprofitable a fpot Bot a 
permanent refidence. In Mr. Thomas's opinion this determina¬ 
tion muft have originated in the predilection, manifefted by the 
firft fettlers, for this dreary folitude, either from a romantic wilh 
for retirement among therafelves, or, was occafioned by the 
hatred which they entertained againft the opprelfion and in- 
jufiice of their former rulers. The natives of this diftria, are 
xobuft, hardy and excellent farmers. 

Adjoining the province of Beykaneer is the diftria called the 
LACKY JUNGLE, fo much and fo defervedly celebrated 
for the fertility of its paflure lands, and for a breed of excellent 
horfes of the higheft eflimation in India. The Lac];y Jungle is 
comprized within the diftria of Batinda, forming a circle of 
about twenty-four cofles of the country each way, on the north 
it is bounded by the country of Roy Kelaun, eaft by the pro¬ 
vince of Hurrianah, fouth by Batnier, and weft by the great 
defert. * It is fiiuated twenty-two cofs north of Batnier and 
fifty weft of Pattialah, towhofe chief the Rajah is tributary. 
The foil being fandy the wells are of confiderable depth. The 
country yields rice and bajerah, and other forts of grain, but 
not in abundance. The chief excellency of the diftria confifts 


• Confult ihe M^p.—This part of the country howevtr Bands in need of an afljal 
furvey, which would be both cuiiotis and intcr«.ainj. 
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in its pafiure lands, which for a fuccelfion of ages have been 
celebrated as a nurfery for cattle. The original breed in this 
country has been much improved by Pcrjian horfes, which were 
introduced during the fucceffive invafions of Nadir Shah 
and the Abdallis, into Hindooftan. The breed however has of 
late years been much neglefled, this Mr. Thomas attributes 
to the exaftions of the government, or rather to the rapacity 
of the minifters of the Rajah, who frequently compel the pro¬ 
prietors of the horfes, to fell them at their own price, much 
under the real value; and when purchafed they are by thefe 
rapacious men, fent on their own accounts to different parts 
of the peninfula, and fold at a confiderable profit. 

This impolitic meafure has not only caufed a decreafe in the 
prefent breed, but has alfo deterred the inhabitants from extend¬ 
ing the traffic, though on the contrary, if the breeders of the 
horfes were allowed a fair and equitable market, and they were 
to be exempted from thofe vexatious drawbacks, the commerce 
might agaii flourifh, and the proprietors of land in the Lacky 
Jungle and its vicinity would have a certain preference in fup- 
plying the neighbouring ftates with plenty of the finefl horfes 
in India. 

The prices of the horfes are variable and obtain according to 
the quality of the animal, they arc in general from two hun- 
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dredto one thoufand rupees in value, which latter futn is feldom 
exceeded. 


It is remarked, that the breeders are averfe to difpofe of their 
brood mares, and if prevailed upon to do fo, will exa6l double 
price, though in general with regard to foreigners, they cannot 
be perfuaded to part with a brood mare for any price. 

While breeding, the marcs and foals arc kept apart from the 
horfes, the women and children look after them during the day 
time. At the feafon of the periodical rains tliey are allowed to 
graze, and are brouglit home at night; bat in the cold and dry 
feafons they are fed upon hay, v/h:ch is dried in the fame manner 
as in Europe, a cullom common throughout the weft of India. 

One thing only diminiflies the excellence of this breed, which 
is a difeafe of the moll (litrcfri.'ig nature ; a fpecics of mufquitcs 
called by the natives and fometiuics Fethx are not only 

very troubkfome to the an mah hy annoying them with their 
flings, but in a fliort time Jegcneraiing into an incurable cancer, 
the horfes die. 


This 


remnil; il ls, am! itwo'.l ! no doubt amp!y rfcoxpenf,: iht labour any gfntle- 


ma'i cf u t, c.- w.'i ! t' ( I'.oa 
ard po'n:; (,ut a rc.iu- Iv, 
Ud-.y J ur.^lc. 


in invi ft g il.c criilei of ibis extraordinary diftemprr, 
n;orc erpecially, as it/e.mt peculiar to the dillri^ called the 
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This diforder prevails chiefly in the neighbourhood of the 
Cuggur river, more particularly about the towiis of FaUiahbad, 
Seerfdh atiJ Runyah and it is coinpuLeJ that in thefc places, and 
the interior parts of the Lachy Jungle, the ycaily lo/s fuflained by 
the ravages of th's pernicious infctl, is cllimatcdat one fourth of 
the horlco" that are produced. 

Returning from our geographij.dt cxcurnon, ue now refume 
tl'.e tl'.rcad of our narrative. \V'hca ref dvcJ on the invafioa of 
Bcykaaeer, Mr. Thomas with great prccau..ion and forefight 
had prepaied a number of water bags for the ufe of his army, a 
meafure which the fcarcity of water in that country rendered in- 
dirpenfably necciiary. 

With this aid, and a reinforcement of troops he, on the com¬ 
mencement of the rainy feafon began his march. The Rajah 
who had received intimation of the intended attack was prepared 
to repel it. Being in want of artillery and knowing he could not 
Hand againfl Mr. Thomas on the plxin, he Rationed large bod es 
of infantry in each of the frontier towns. 


• In addiiion to the foregoing it may b? ohferve’, that thougli the bift arc fail 

to be produced within the bouniii Icsof the L cky Jung'c, M.. Thomas tdlnns that equally 
good hoifts maybe piocured imny coTs diilant f.om tbcn:c, a circumftancc which may 
roffibly have confounded the Real with foine ether place, 
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The firfi attack was made on the village of Jeitpore in which 
were 3,000 men. Mr. Thomas refolvedonan immediate af- 
fault and carried the place, tho* with the lofs of two hundred 
of his troops. The lives and property of the furvivors were 
then ranfomed for a fum of money, and fuqcefsful in this fifft 
onfet Mr. Thomas met with but little refiftance during the 
remainder of the campaign. Intimidated by thefe repeated 
defeats, the Rajah’s followers deferred in crowds, a few Raj¬ 
poots alone remained faithful to his caufe. 

Under circumftances fo unfavorable, the Rajah difpatched a 
vakeel to Mr. Thomas to requeft a celTation from hoftilities, and 
confent to an adjuftment of former differences. The Rajah 
agreed to pay the fum of two lacks of rupees, part of which 
was delivered on the fpot, and for the remainder bills were given 
upon merchants in Jypore, the amount of which Mr. Thomas 
never received. 

It has before been remarked, that Luckwah and his colleague 
had been fuperfeded in their command and made prifoners. This 
circumftance afforded Mr. Thomas an opportunity of regaining 
poffeflion of the diftrifts belonging to the deceafed Appakandarow, 
and which, as above related, had been made over in form to 
Furnaveefe. Mr. Thomas now poffelTed himfelf of the diftrifls 
in quellion with an intent to prefent them to Appa’s heir; but 
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Ambajee and Mr. Perron, who had been lately nominated to the 
chief command in Hindooflan, hearing of his intentions, united ia 
reqttefting Mr. Thomas to abftain from interfering in the affair. 
Confulting with Vavon Row on the fubjc<St, he was advifed by 
that chief to comply, and at length aflented. In recompenfe for 
this conceffion, the Mahrattas gave him the pergunnah ofBADH^ 
LI, which he added to his other acquifitions.- 

Mr. Thomas next marched to jfeind, a town on the frontiert 
of Hurrianah and Punjab belonging to Bang Sing. This chief 
had from Mr. Thomas’s fird entering the province behaved to- 
wards him in a hoftile manner, for which Mr, Thomas now 
determined to retaliate. On his arrival at Jfeind the capital of 
Bang Sing, he attempted to ftorm the place, but was driven back 
with the lofs of 400 men; undifmayed even at a check fo unex- 
pc6led, Mr. Thomas having fortified his camp agreably to his 
ufual cuftom, formed the blockade oftlie place, by which means, 
there being 3,000 perfons within the town, he expeffed to com*, 
pel them to a-furrender. Id this hope he was for the prefent 
difappointed; the fitter of Sahib Sing of Fnttialah; a woman of 
a mafeuline and intrepid Ipirit, attended by- a large force arrived 
to fuccour the place; with her ain>came Bughcel Sing and other 
chiefs of the Sleks. Mr. Thomas without hefkaiion attacked 
the laft mentioned party with fo much fpirit, that he compelled 
them to retire, and following up his vi^lory, drove them through 

T. 
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the^ cimpi which (confifting of ftraw hutsj he quickly 
idtMroyed by fire. The y returned however to the attack, and 
their numbers increafing, they were permitted, by the lhameful 
fupinenefs of his own officers, to take pofleffion of two 
redoubts, by which many of his beft men were cut to pieces. 
Supplies of provifion coming in flowly, and the country peo¬ 
ple perceiving the untoward fituation of affairs, now declared 
againft him and joined the enemy. This compelled Mr. Thomas 
after a blockade of 3 months to raife the Siege, and return to 
Hanfi. The enemy by this time increafed to 10,000 men, fol¬ 
lowed in his rear, and to add to his diflrefs, the chief of Puttialah 
appeared at the fame time with feveral pieces of heavy artillery, 
A retreat in thefe countries being always deemed equivalent to a 
defeat, the pcafantry who rofe on all fides increafed the difficulty 
in his progrefs. In hope of diverting the enemy’s attention, 
Mr. Thomas gave out that he was goingto Jypore, which laying 
far diilant from their own country, he cxpcCled would induce 
them to relinquifli their purfuit. In this he was unfuccefsful, 
but the enemy having repeatedly attacked him, and as often been 
repulfed, now of their own accord drew off, and dircfled their 
march towards Hanfi. Hoping to intercept him before he could 
reach that place, in their route they encamped at Narnound, a 
town 20 cofs to the northward of Hanfi; here Mr. Thomas 
refolved to attack them. For this purpofe, he marched all night, 
Und arriving by day break in their camp, gave them a complejte 
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defeat. J’hdr tmtsk i»aggagc, the Jiowdahs of iheir elephants, 
the bazar, with 1,000 faddles, and about 200 horfes, ,fell into his 
hands, but his troops difpei fing on ail fides in fearch of plunder, 
prevented his becoming matter of their artillery and elephants. 

From tlte inclemency of the feafon, Mr. Thomas was now 
neceffiiated to return to the place where he had de- 
pofited his heavy baggage, and the Seiks in their late defeat 
rejjaired to Jeind; on their arrival, they were refufed admit¬ 
tance into the place by the fitter of Sahib Sing; this lady, 
who as we have before feen, had on feveral occafions exhibited 
a fpirit fuperior to what could have been cxpe£led from her fex, 
and far more decided than her brother, now offered to take tlie 
field in perfon. But the Seik chieftains alhamed in being ex¬ 
ceeded in fpirit by a woman, returned to encounter Mr. Tho¬ 
mas, whom they found encamped near a large town; they now 
came to a refolution to conquer, or perifh, in the attempt, but 
whilft deliberating on the mode of attack, their own camp was 
fuddenly afiaulted during the niglit by a numerous and daring 
banditti, w'ho founded their trumpets with fuch loud alarms, 
that the Seiks thinking the whole force of Mr. Thomas was at 
hand, abandoned their camp, with precipitation. This circum- 
llance, tho’ it occafioned no real lofs to the Seiks, had great 
effe6l on the minds of the country people, and leffened their 
ideas of Seik prowefs. The Seiks were now as defirous of 
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peace,, aa they had before been determined on the continuance of 
hbffilities, an(iit was at length agreed between the contending 
parties, that each fliould remain in poffeflion of their fevcral 
diftri6ls, as they ftood before the fiege of Jeind. Excepting the 
Rajah of Patlialah, all the reft were well fatisfied with the ter¬ 
mination of hoftilities. He alone refufed to fign the treaty, 
although in fpite of his remonftrances, it was done by his more 
fpirited fiftew^or this condufl the Seik chief ungeneroufly 
evinced his rcfentment by detaining her a prifoner, but Mr. 
Thomas deeming it his duty to interfere, on this occafion, by 
treats compelled him to releafe her. 


About this time Mr. Thomas was invited by Amhajee to unite 
their forces, for his alTiftance Mr. Thomas was to receive the 
monthly fum of 50,000 rupees. Having at prefent no particular 
deftination, heclofed with the terms and agreeably to the in- 
ftru£lions of Ambajee, prepared to lead his army to Oudipoor 
to encounter Luckwa, who by this time having regained his 
liberty, was affembled in great force. As the country of OudU 
poor conftimtes one of the principal Hates of RAJEPOOTANA, 
and is on feveral accounts extremely interefting, we lhall hope 
for pardon in digreffing a little from the thread of our narra¬ 
tive, and proceed to take a retrofpeaive Iketch of its geograr 
phical pofition and internal refources. 
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CHAPTER X. 


^Geographical dejcription of the country of OUDIPOOR or 
MEWAR —Its conjlitution—Manners and cujloms of the 
inhabitants—Military operations in the Oudipoor coun^ 
try—Termination of the campaign^ 


THE dominions of Oudipoor are feventy cofs from north 
to fouth, and fifty from eafl to weft. 

They are bounded on the north by Jjmere and the principa¬ 
lity of Kifhenghur, on the north weft and weft, by foudepoor, 
on the fouth and caft by the province of Malwa, and the 
north eaft by Koiah and Boondy, 

The lands throughout Oudipoor are poflefled by the Princes, 
and chief nobility, and are held as Jaeeddd, thefe lands at pre- 
fent can yield an annual revenue of a crore of rupees, it for¬ 
merly produced a larger fum, but the depredations committed 
by the Marhattahs fince taking pofleflion of a great part of this 
country, have caufed its reduftion to the prefent ftandard; and 
tho’ the Marhattahs fince their conqueft have permitted the 
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land holders abovementioned to retain their lands, yet by fre¬ 
quent exa6lions, and vexatious mul6ls, their value to the pro¬ 
prietors is confiderablyleffened; 

Moft of the opulent towns in Mewar, which formerly acknow¬ 
ledged the authority of the Oudipoor family, are now in the 
hands of the Marhattahs. 

The Rajah is in a ftate fimilar to that of the Emperor at 
Delhi, he is entirely guided by Marhatta councils, and depen¬ 
dant on them in a great meafurefor his fubfiflence; but in Mr. 
Thomas’s opinion, they have not yet obtained the ftrong holds in 
his country, and this Prince, at prefent fo infignificant, may 
poflibly at no diflant period, free himfelf from their ufurpations. 

The country of Oudipoor is very produflive, it yields fugar 
cane, indigo, tobacco, wheat, rice, barley, and in fliort every 
thing to be found in other parts of India, in the greateft 
abundance. 

In Oudipoor are found iron mines, excellent timber, and in 
one part of the country is produced fulphur. 

The generality of cattle however are inferior in quality to 
thofe of the more weftern countries, horfes, only are numerous 
and may be procured at a moderate price. 
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The produce of the neighbouring dates being nearly the fume 
as that of Oudipoor, the trade with them is not confiderable, but 
a very extenfive commerce from all parts of India was formerly 
carried on through the agency of the Ghofleins of Naihdora;. 
this of late years through the oppreffive government of the 
Marhattas has been obftru£led in its progrefs, almod to annihila¬ 
tion. 

This country is uncommonly drong by nature, the city of 
Oudipoor, which is fituated in an amphitheatre of hills, is guarded 
in the approach by a deep and dangerous defile ,—which admits of 
only a fingle carriage pafling at a time; fo extenfive is the circuit 
protefted by this pafs, that between four, and five hundred vil¬ 
lages are contained within its range, but Oudipoor, thus fur- 
rounded by hills is very unhealthy, and peculiarly fo, during the 
feafon of the periodical rains. 


The welh in the neighbourhood of the city, tho’ but a fmall 
didance from the furface of the earth, are drongly impregnated 
with the mineral qualities of the water, that flows from the neigh¬ 
bouring hills, a principal caufe of the infalubrity of this climate. 

The internal adminidration of Oudipoor is extremely fingular,: 
and therefore merits attention. 
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The whole power of the Rate, was formerly vefted in fixteen 
■principal chieftains, who were accuftomed to refide at court, with 
a (lipulated number of followers; thefe chiefs, diftinguifhed by 
the name of the fixteen Omrahs, and conftantly refiding at the 
capital, under the immediate eye of the Sovereign, this cir- 
cumfiance rendered it impofiible for them to tranfafl the bufinels 
of their refpeftive domains in perfon; to remedy this incon¬ 
venience, thirty two inferior chiefs, were nominated to affift 
them with their councils, thefe were defignated the thirty-two 
-Omrahs; and in order to affift the latter, in the ordinary detail 
ofbufinefs in the interior diftri£ls, fixty four inferior officers 
were appointed, wlio from their number are alfo called the fixty 
four Omrahs. Thefe combined, prefent a fyftem not very 
diffimilar to that of the feudal tenures of Europe, prior to the 
confolidation of the French. Monarchy, under the Emperor 
Charlemagne,^^ though that Prince has been blamed by hiftorians 
for dividing his kingdom among his children. 

In the original defign of this extraordinary conftitution it was 
intended, that a gradation of authority fhould be eftablifhed by 
the fmaller number controlling the greater, fo that the thirty two 
chiefs were to be fubfervient to the decrees of the council of fix¬ 
teen, and by a fimilar and progrelfive ratio tlie refolutions of the 
iixty four were to be controlled by thofc of the thirty two. 


♦ Confult the History of Francs voI. I page 59, ct fetj. Author Anonymous. 
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But, as migKt reafbnably have been expe£led, the chiefs by a 
frequent abufe of power, at length fanftioned the interference of 
the Prince, who by intrigues and fowing diflenfions among i/icm, 
gradually recovered the exercife of his own authority. 

He therefore forbad thefe high fpirlted nobles to interfere 
with each others concerns, and to remedy the inconveniences 
tliat government might fullain from their private feuds, the 
R:.j.!h appointed of his own accord, a DEJVAUN or controller 
general, to wiiom all complaints from the Oi»rahsor the fubjc6ls 
witliln their rcfpccllve diftrifts were to be made, and, whofe 
adjudication was to be confidered as final. As the lands 
through.out Oadipoor had formerly been divided among the 
Oinral'.s, with a 11 ght variation they have fo continued to the 
prererilclay, but the former authority and political confequcnce 
enjoyed by' tlu fe Oinrahs in tlie adminillration of the govern¬ 
ment, have long ceafed; and at prefent, Marhaita inllucriCe 
alone prevails in the dominions of Oadipoor. 


The policy of the Marhattas has of late been dire6lcd to diflrcfs 
the people of Oudipoor with vexatious fines rather than to 
difponefs them altogether, as, they apprehend, if driven to 
defperation, the Rajepoots, might not only unite in a common 
caufe but by deferting the level country and taking refuge in the 
mountains, render their complete fnbje6lion extremely ddficulr. 

V 
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The Nobility of Oudipoor are Rajepoots of the tribe called 
Sejbdia, this tribe among them is cftcemed the pureR and moft 
noble, a few arc Rathores; in their perfons the Oudipoor Raje¬ 
poots arc not fo comely as the neighbouring Rahtours, nor are 
they fo courageous; although they frequently intermarry M'ith 
that tribe. This diRindiion in the Rajepoot blood in Mr. 
Thomas’s opinion, may be traced to the unhealihinefi of the 
climate. Though affable in their manneis and civil to Grangers, 
the Rajepoots of Ouaipoor, do not poffefs an equal fliare of 
fincerity, with their brethren in other parts of Rajepooiana. 

The military force of Oudipoor may be eftimated at lecoo 
cavalry, the infantry which is retained by the different Omrahs 
in their refpeflive forts to guard agaiiift Marhatta invafion is 
very inconfiderable. The arms of the Oudipoor Rajepoots, 
confillof a matchlock, a lance, and afabre, though the former arc 
not fo much ufed as the two latter. 

They are fond of glittering armour, and clothe their horfes with 
a thick quilting, which it is faid will refill the flroke of a fabre. 

Mr. Thomas moreover confiders the inhabitants of Oudipoor, 
as more inclined to pomp and luxury, than the other tribes. 

It is however to be remarked, that when the honor of their 
women, is concerned, or they are afraid of their being infulted,. 
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the Rajepoots of Oudipoor in common with their brethren in the 
other ftates, not only make a defperate refiftance, but if unfuc- 
cefsful fcldom furvive their difgrace. 

If the natural flrength of this country, its internal re- 
fources, and, above all, the fpirited and warlike charafter of its 
inhabitants be conlidered with attention ; It can furely, con¬ 
cludes Mr. Thomas, be no mutter of wonder, that, the 
fubjugation of a country fo diflBcult cf accefs, fhould be 
attended with innumerable obilacies, or, that the hardy and 
independant CHIEFS^ immured within their native fallnefles, 
fhould not only flill be enabled to preferve themfelves from the 
Marhatta yoke, but continue even to the prefent hour, to enjoy 
their patrimonial ellatesinan undiflurbed tranquillity. 


Wc mufl now carry back our narrative to the commencement 
of Mr. Thomas’s expedition againft Luckwa, who as before 
ftated, had taken a flrong pofition on the frontiers of 
Oudipoor. 


While on the march toward that country, Mr. Thomas was 
alarmed by a mutiny, which broke out among his troops, occafion- 
ed by delay in the payment of their arrears; as an apology for a 
condufl fo unmilitary, they urged, that as they were now march- 
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ing towards the DECCAN* their families who were left behind 
would fuftain much inconvenience, ahho’ there appeared fome 
reafon for the demand, Mr. Thomas deeming it a dangerous 
precedent to yield compliance, therefore gave them a denial. 
The mutineers growing outrageous wiflied to furround and take 
him prifoner, this he evaded by encamping a part from them 
with the foldiers who were Hill faithful. He then called in a body 
of cavalry to his affiflance, when the mutineers advanced with 
their guns to attack him. Refolved to reprcfs their infolence 
or perifli in the attempt. Air. Thomas now mounted liis hoife, 
and went to meet them, fevcral fhot were fired at him, but 
having refolutely feized on the ringleaders, he expelled them 
from the camp, and the remainder perceiving the fate of their 
comrades returned to their duty. 

He then proceeded againft Luckwa; on the road he was joined 
by Vakeels from the Rajahs of Jou ipoorc, ^ypoor, and Ktjhcn 
Ghur^ each of whom brought prefents from their refpeftive 
mailers. It was now reprefented to Mr. Thomas, that Scindiah 
having pardoned Luckwa, it was therefore improper to proceed 
to hollilties with that chief; but Mr. Thomas, who only confulted 
the intcrells of Ambajee in whole fervice he was now engaged, 

• Thii wo.tl’m ’Vs \\c South, in ofp(IJtion to OOTUR or the North, POOKUS is 
»he Eti/, and rVCUUM the IF.J}. 
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and from whom, he had received pofitive orders to fight Luckwa 
wherever he came up with him, did not, from thefe confidera> 
tions, think himfelf at liberty to defift. But the former mutiny 
among his troops, not having been properly quelled from a 
miilaken lenity in Mr. Thomas, and unwillingncfs on his part to 
pulh matters to extremities, now broke out again with redoubled 
violence. With his ufual promptitude, he feized on the ring¬ 
leaders, and inftantly caufed one of them to be blown from the 
mouth of a cannon, the others were fecured by putting them in 
irons, this prompt feverity was attended with the happieft effeft, 
the mutiny was entirely fubdued, and was the laft he ever ex¬ 
perienced. 

He was now joined by a brigade of troops under Mr. Suther¬ 
land, who came for the avowed purpofe of oppofing Luckwa, 
on uniting their force, they advanced towards Luckwa, that 
chief, as yet unable to make an effeftual relillance encamped near 
the pafs leading into Oudipore, the nature of which has been 
before defcribed; into this pafs he threw his heavy baggage and 
ftores, a meafure which, on any other occafion would have 
proved his ruin; but Luckwa had previoufly received information, 
that the Rana of Oudipore being favorably inclined towards him, 
was ready to afford prote£lion to himfelf and followers. 

A place of attack was now concerted by Mr. Thomas and 
Mr. Sutherland, and the enfuing morning named, for carrying it 
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into execution; that very night however Mr. Sutherland*, 
without afligning any caufe, to Mr. Thomas’s utter aftoniftiment,. 
thought proper to decamp and leave him to condu6l the opera-- 
tions againft Luckwa with his own troops. 

This circumftance infpired Luckwa with confidence, and he, 
who from the untoward fituation of his affairs, had before been 
humble, now became haughty in proportion to their alteration. 
He fent letters to the dilferent chiefs in the neighbourhood, 
commanding them to join his ftandard; three days after Mr. 
Sutherland’s retreat, Mr. Thomas leaving Ambajee with his 
troops to proteft the baggage, advanced againft Luckwa in order 
of battle; but the aflion was at that time prevented by tlie com¬ 
ing on of a mod tremendous ftorm of rain, thunder and light¬ 
ning, which induced Luckwa to halt; Mr. Thomas’s pofition being 
favorable for cavalry to a(d, of which, the enemy’s force chiefly 
confiftcd, and far fuperior in number, he was defirous of changing 
it, and accordingly moving more to the left, he took poll on a 
rifing ground from wlience he could have nothing to apprehend 
from an attack of horfe; when the ftorm was over, Luckwa again 
advanced towards Mr, Thomas, but feeing his advantageous 
pofition, and having loft a number of men in his approach, from 
the fire of Mr. Thomas’s artillery, he lliought proper to draw off 
the field. Mr. Thomas after a fevere and fittiguing fervice 
during the day time, returned in the evening to his own camp. 
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At midnight. Vakeels from Luckwa arriving in the camp 
produced letters from Scindiah, in which that chief repeated his 
commands for hoftilities to ceaft on both fides, he having nomi¬ 
nated Luckwa to the government of all his pofl'eflions north of 
the Nerbuddah. In the morning a council of war being held, the 
different Sirdars each delivered his own opinion, Mr. Thomas, 
on his part obferved, that being employed by Ambajee for the 
exprefs purpofe of reducing the Province of Mewar to his 
authority, he could confent to no terms in which the evacuation 
of that country by Luckwa was not a leading article. 


After much negotiation, a propofal was made for both armies 
to march to ilie northern frontier, and there wait for frefh in- 
ftru6lions from Scindiah on thefubjeft, Mr, Thomas wellapprifed 
of the infinccrity of Luckwa, knew that he only wiflied to gain 
time in order to fn*m a junclion with a body of troops now on 
their march to join liiiii from Ajemcrc and to get that country 
in his rear, which as the fort and city of Ajemcre belonged to 
him, would enable him to receive a condant fupply of provifions; 
for thefe reafons therefore, he was averfe to the propofal. He 
knew alfo, that their prefent fituation near Oudipore would be 
much benefited when the periodical rains, which were now daily 
cxpe£lecl, ftiould fet in, as he would then be able to procure a 
fupply of forage, of which they were in great want.- 
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'Thefe points lie fubmitted to Ambajee*s confideration, but 
in vain, for that chiefs principal officers having been gained over 
by bribes, declined aflingagainft Luckwa, until anfwers to the 
propofitions referred to Scindia fhould be received. 

In thofe refolutions Mr. Thomas unwillingly acquiefced. 
The armies commenced their march and altho’ only at a diftance 
of fifty cofs (the rains having overtaken them in their route) 
fifteen days had elapfed before they reached the northern fron¬ 
tier. Luckwa having by this time been reinforced by the troops, 
■which he expefled, as alfo by fome from Oudipoor, perempto¬ 
rily refufed to evacuate the country. He accordingly recom¬ 
menced hoftilities, and marched againft Mr. Thomas. Ambajee’s 
troops, ■whoivere encamped on an extenfive plain, were in 
confequence open to attacks of cavalry; Mr. I’homas with 
his ufual prudence had taken poll on a fpot of ground furround- 
cdon allfides by nullahs and ravines. In a council of war held 
on the occafion, it was determined, that Ambajee’s force fhould 
'encamp in Mr. Thomas’s rear, by which means they would 
be fecure from any attempt of the enemy’s horfe. Prior to this 
determination of the council being known, a battalion who had 
began to drefs their vi£luals, could not be perfu.iclcJ to move oflfj 
pntil they had finillied their meal; the confequence of this delay 
proved fatal, Luckwa too late fenfiblc of his error, in not 
jpoffeffing himfelf of the ground occupied by Mr. Thomas, 
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iieverAelefi aHempted to take a redoubt that lay in his front; 
for this purpofe he advanced with refolution, but being foon 
compelled to retreat, he dire6led his infantry to remain on the 
defenfive, and eager to revenge his ill fuccefs, at the head of 
a ftrong detachment of cavalry, he fell fuddenly upon the bat. 
talion before mentioned, who in their defencelefs flate were 
^moft cut to pieces, Mr. Thomas leaving two battalions to co. 
ver Ambajee, now proceeded with the remainder to the attack 
of Luckwa’s main body, but a heavy (bower of rain falling, and 
the fudden fwelling of the nullahs, prevented further hoflilities 
On that day. The rain continued without intermiflion for eight 
days, during which time no opportunity occurred of renewing 
theconteft; frequent fkirmifhes however took place, it was 
cuftomary for Luckwa and forae of his principal Sirdars attend, 
cd by a felefl body of horfe to pay daily vifits to Mr. Thomas. 
They ufually polled themfelves between the camp and the town 
of Shahpoora, from whence he received fupplies of grain. 

To deceive the enemy on this occafion, Mr. Thomas was accuf- 
toraed to change the uniforms, and colours of his own people; 
and, having by feints got within fhot of the enemy, he frequently 
opened a fmart cannonade; one in particular, the enemy ap¬ 
proaching fo near that Luckwa himfelf could be ealily diftin- 
guiftied. Mr. Thomas by a brifk and well direfted fire, compelled 
them to a fpeedy retreat, after a confiderablc lofs in men, and 

U 
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horfes. Thefe fliirmirhes though harraffing to the troops, tJid 
not occafion much lofs to either pirty, who were now in daily 
expcftation of receiving orders from Scindiah to dcfill from 
hofliliiies. lutelligeuce now arrived, that Perron taking advan¬ 
tage of Mr. Thomas’s abfence, had invaded tlie purgunnah of 
Jyjur, and was moreover committing depredations on other parts 
of his poireffions. This intelligence he wifiied to keep fecret, 
but Luckwa, who had previouRy received Gmilar intimation, now 
made Mr. Thomas very haiidfome oiSTeis to induce him to join 
hU Ilandarcl, but ihcle were refoluiely rejt£led, Mr. Thomas 
moreover acquainted Luckwa, that though he might polTibly, 
leave the fervice of Amhajee at the termination of the prefent 
campaign, he could never become his enemy, nor connefl him- 
felf with thofe who were; this anfwer difpleafed Luckwa, he 
complained much in his Dm bar of Mr. Thomas, who he faid was 
a man ofa moll unaccountable cliarader, that although repeated 
ordeis had been received from Scindiah to ceafe hoflilities, he 
could not be prevailed on to obey them, and finally charged him 
with nothing lefs, than aiming at the extirpation of Scindiah’s 
authority, and the eftablilhinent of his own. 

Not content with the falfenefs of thefe accufations, Luckwa 
privately fent emiffaries into Mr. Thomas’s camp to fow diffen- 
^jions among his troops, but they being dtfeovered by his hircar- 
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rahs,* were feized, put into confinement, and there detained 
during the remainder of the campaign. 

The arts ufed by Luckw^a on tliis occafion having failed, Mr. 
Thomas conciliated the good opinion of his foldiers, by an 
alTurance of fpecdily recondufting them to their own countr>% 
The force of Luckwa at this period, amounted to gooo cavalry, 
60CO regular infantry, 2000 Rohillas and about 5 or 6000 mer- 
cciiaries, together with t)o pieces of artillery. 

Mr. Thomas had only 6 battalions, by defertion much reduced, 
150 cavalry, 300 Rohillas and 22 pieces of artillery. 

With this force comparatively fo final!, he was compelled, not 
only to piovklc for the fafety of Ambajee, but the fecurity of the 
camp, to efcort provifions, and procure fupplies of forage for 
the whole. 

Several a£lions took place, in which Mr. Thomas was ufually 
fuccefsful, having frequently driven his antagonift back to his 
camp, on one occafion, Luckwa narrowly efcaped a total 
defeat, hedre*vout his whole army, and advanced upon Mr. 
Thomas, who at the time having only two battalions, was com- 


• M-iTciigen. 
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pdledtoredre; Luckwa followed in his rear to the Ikirts of his- 
encampment, when being fuddenly joined by three additional bat. 
talions and a fupply of ammunition, unexpeftedly turning on his. 
purfuers gave them a moll fevere check. 

Luckwa returned in confulion with the lofs of a great many 
men, andfo great was the conllernation, that the darknefs of the 
night alone faved him from a total defeat. Between the camps 
there ran a nullah^ the north fide of which was occupied by the 
army of Luckwa, and the troops of Ambajee and Mr. Thomas, 
were llationed on the fouth; Ambajee, in order to prevent the 
advance of Luckwa’s artillery, who endeavoured to open upon 
him, fortified an advanced redoubt on the north fide of the 
nullah, but too far detached from his main body to receive 
fuccour in cafe of an attack; for its defence, were llationed 3 
battalions of fepoys, 6 pieces of cannon and looo Ghofeins, to 
fupport the(e, 5 battalions were polled at a Ihort diftance in the 
rear, a heavy rain had fell for 24 hours, which caufed two large 
refervoirs to overflow their banks, by which means, the nullah 
riling to a great height, became impaflable, and thereby inter¬ 
cepted the communication between the camps; Luckwa 
availed himfelf of this opportunity, and attacked the poll before, 
mentioned with great vigor and refolution. His men in advanc¬ 
ing to the alTauIt, were up to their necks in water, which refolute 
condufl infuled fuch terror into the men in. the redoubt, that 
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being panick ftruck, they furrendered without firing a (hot. 
The Ghoffeins alone refufcd to fubmit and after a brave tho’ 
fruitlefs refiftance, were cut to pieces. Ambajee’s troops who 
before this difafter refufed to fight, now defcrted in great num< 
bers. Luckwa alfo had by his intrigues induced the Shahpoora 
Rajah to join in hoftilities againft Mr. Thomas whofe fupplies 
by this means were entirely cut o£F. Although he had provifions 
fufficient for the confumption of 20 days for his own troops, 
thofe of Ambajee’s had not more than three, (hould they be 
compelled to retreat unfupported by him, they would moft 
likely be cut off by their aflive and vigilant enemy; Mr, 
Thomas was diftrefled for ammunition, his fuperfluous (lores 
having been left at Singanak, a place twenty cols diftant from 
their prefent encampment; the diftance did not permit his fend¬ 
ing a fmal I force to efcort the (lores and from prefent crrcum- 
(lances he was unable to detach a larger party. For thefe reafons, 
he thought it more advifeiable to march himfelf and having pro¬ 
cured therecclfary fupplies, to return to his former ground, 
but Ambajee’s lick and wounded men having been left on the 
ground, Mr. Thomas with his accullomed humanity, gene- 
roufly advanced money to procure them carriage to the place; 
in his retreat he was purfued by a party from Luckwa’s army, but 
after feveral ineifeflual attempts the enemy defifted, and, he 
completed the remainder of his march unmolefted. We have 
before had occaiion to remark, that Ambajee was fenfible of Jiis 
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ill condud in authorlfing an attack on Mr. Thomas’s poffcffions, 
vlio had ever ferved him with fidelity; that chief now wrote 
letters cxcufing thefe attacks, and laying the blame on the 
enmity of Mr. Perron. 


In fad, both Ambajee and Perron fuppofing that Luckwa had 
been compelled to evacuate the Mewar, concluded there was no 
further occafion for Mr. Thomas’s fervices; the prefent time 
therefore appeared to them molt favourable for feizing Ais 
country, but perceiving his refolute condud and fteady adherence- 
to their interefts during the late conflid, they ultimately grew 
alhamed of their proceedings and defified. 


Mr. Thomas though diffatisfied at the treatment he had 
experienced, neverthele^ refolved, from prudential motives, to 
appear content, and the diftrids which had been taken from him 
having been reftored, the matter was finally dropped. 

Arriving at Singana he completed his ammunition and other 
requifites, and immediately recommenced his march againft 
Luckwa; that chief had invefied a fort about 30 cofs to the north 
eaft of Singanah, advancing by flow and eafy marches through 
the diftrids occupied by Agagce Mirtha, Mr. Thomas thought 
proper to punifh that chief for his condud on a late occafion, 
in having invited the country people to declare againft him. 
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jb a few days he arrived withia id miles Luckwa^ camp, 
which he intended to attack the next morning, but Luckwa 
deeming himfelf unequal to the conteft fuddenty decamped from 
the fort he was befieging and having quitted the boundaiy in 
difpute, he in two marches reached his own diftri3s in the pro¬ 
vince of Ajemere." 


Letters had lately been received from Dowlut Row Scindia/it 
enjoining Mr. Thomas to obey Luckwa, and put an end to the 
contefl;. To thefe he had uniformly replied that being in the 
fervice of Ambajee, he could only pay obedience to the orders of 
that chief, and in this he was jullified by exprefs and repeated 
commands nottoceafe from hoftilities, until Luckwa had quitted, 
the dominions of Oudipoore, 


That objeft being now happily accomplilhed Mr. Thomas 
employed himfelf in levying contributions to reimburfe Ambajee 
for the expences incurred during the compaign. He collefled 
near four lacks of rupees a fum conliderably beyond the aflual 
expenditure, and could have raifed a great deal more, had not 
Mr. Perron about this time broke the treaty into which he had 
lately entered with Ambajee. 


This treaty hipulated that Ihould Scindiah hereafter think 
proper to reinllate Luckwa in his authority, they were to aft in 
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concert, a meafare which fecarity in their refpeflive pofleffions 
would be ellablifhed. 

In this agreement it was alfo llipulated that Mewar fhould 
remain in Ambajee’s pofleflion; Mr. Perron, who jiow began to 
entertain a jealoufy againft Ambajec, entered into a private and 
feparate treaty with Luckwa, whom he had gained over to his 
intereft. The letters from Scindiah were produced, requelling 
Ambajee to withdraw his troops from the Mewar, and put 
Luckwa in pofleflion of his country. Perron advifed compliance 
with the order and in cafe of refufal threatened to aflift Luckwa 
in taking pofleflion by force. In this Rate of the bufmefs 
Ambajee, wrote letters to his colle6lors and to Mr. Thomas, 
ordering them to deliver over the country in difpute, and with¬ 
draw the troops, Mr. Thomas, on receiving a cypher from 
Ambajee complied, 

Mr. Perron now .marched to Jyporc, Ambajee remained 
behind, and not long after the tranfadlion above related, defired 
Mr. Thomas to march to Duttiah, he was preparing to obey, 
when a contrary order arrived, defiring him to join the united 
force of Ambajee and Luckwa, Mr. Thomas from fuch contra- 
diflory orders, fufpeaed treachery, and that Luckwa wiflied only 
for this opportunity to cflea his ruin. 
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Refu&ngthefefore compliance with the demand, he commenced 
his march northward; 

Luckwa, now throwing off the malk, wilhed to fend a force 
after Mr, Thomas in order to punifh him, but was not able to 
raife a fupply of money fufficient for the purpofe. Mr, 
Thomas continued to levy contributions in the Ajemere province 
through which he direfted his march, and now conhdered himfelf 
in a flate of a£lual hoflility agaiah Luckwa, 

His fkuation had by this time become critical, the army of 
Luckwa was but 20 cofs to the eaflward of him; that of Jypore 
lay in his front, and Perron himfelf was endeavouring to hurt 
him at the court of the Rajah. The bad water of the mountain 
nous country of Mewar, having affefled his army, si third part of 
the troops were fick, but Luckwa's troops were in a Hate of 
infubordination, and the Rajah of Jypore and Mr. Perron were 
at prefent over-awed by the prefence of Col. Collins, the 
Britifh Ambaflador at that court, who about the latter end of 1799 
had arrived at Jynaghur to demand the delivery of the perfon of 
Vizier Alii the fpurious Nawaub of Oude. 

In this ftate of affairs Mr. Thomas after eluding every attempt 
to oppofe his progrefs, and, having raifed contributions to the 
amount of two lacks of rupees arrived in his own territory, 

W 
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defitdui of obtaiMng Tome repofe from the fatigues of his late 
|>erilous campaign. 

His repofe however on this occafion was not of long duration, 
the force which he had left behind to collefl the revenues having 
accomplifhed their purpofe, now joined him and finding himfelf 
at cafe with regard to the Marhattas, he refolved to make an 
incurfion into tlie Punjaub in order to punifii Sahib Sing of 
Puttlalah, who had undefervedly ill treated his fitter, for entering 
into the negotiations with Mr. Thomas the preceeding year. 
That chief had moreover during Mr. Thomas’s abfence in the 
Mewar country, authorized depredations among his diftrifts, 
but hottilities were for the prefent prevented by the Seik chief 
agreeing to furrender certain villages and paying a fum of money 
as a compenfation for thofe depredations. 

Mr. Thomas next turned his arms againtt the Rajah of 
Beykancer, who as we have before had occafion to remark on 
the termination of his late difpute, had given him falfe bills on 
the merchants of Jypore. That Prince had lately obtained fome 
advantages over his neighbours the BatteeSy an extraordinary 
race with whom he had long been at variance, and whofe country 
from its Angularity of fituation, as well geographical, as ttatittical 
merits a digreflion from the ordinary courfe of Mr. Thomas’^ 
narrative. 
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CHAPTER Xt 

Dejcripiivt account of the country of the BATTIES — 
Singular manners and cu/loms of the Inhabitants—Military 
operations againjl the Rajah of Beykameer-—Mr. 
Thomas Jyjur. 

THE country of the Batties is bounded on the north by the 
Punjab, and the river Sutludge, eaft by the diftrifl of Hurria. 
nah, weft by the defert, and fouth by Beykaneer. 

It is fifty cofs from eaft to weft, and about one hundred from 
north to fouth. 

That part of the country beft adapted for the purpofes of 
cultivation is along the banks of the river Cuggur extending 
from the town of Futtahbad, to that of Batnier. The foil is 
uncommonly produftive. Which arifes in a great meafure from 
the immenfe body of water defeending from the mountains 
during the rainy feafon, this, caufing the banks of the river to 
overflow to an extent of feveral miles, leaves, on the retiring 
of the waters, a loamy earth, which rewards the labors of the 
peafant in the produce of an abundant harveft. 
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Where the river overflows, wheat, rice and barley, are 
plentiful, and in the higher parts of the country are likewife 
to be found thole different fpccies of grain which are common 
throughout India. The remainder of the Battie country 
owing to a fcarcity of water, is unprodu£live. 

The courfe of the Cuggur river has already been laid down 
in our detail of the Punjab. It is here, therefore fufficient to 
remark that during Mr. Thomas’s refidence at Batnier, he 
could perceive little veftige of what was called the antient bed 
of this river, but from the fcanty information he procured, it 
appeared to him that the river tho’ it formerly ran along the 
north fide of the fort, its channel had been choaked up, by vaft 
quantities of earth forced down from the mountains, and accord¬ 
ing to the prevailing opinion .of the natives, tho’ now loft 
in the lands, weft of tho city, it formerly extended as far as 
the Sutledge which it joined in the vicinity of Ferozepore.*- 

Batnier the capital of the diftrift, and refidence of the Rajah, 
is 200 miles weft of Delhi, and about 40 fouth of Batinda. The 
towns of Arroah, Futtahbad, Sirfah, and Ranyah, conftitute the 
other places of note in the Battie country, thefe towns, together 
HVLth the numerous villages, afford a population fufficient to bring 


*- Coafult tbe msp. 
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Itito flie field army of 20,000 men, without detriment to the 
cultivation of the lands. Of late years, however, many of the 
Batties, migrating from their native country, have fixed, their 
refidcnce in theweftern parts of the dominions of OUD£, and at 
the prefent day, feveral families of this fingular tribe are to be 
met with in the vicinity of Chandowfy in Rohilcund. 

As peculiarity in manners, moredifiin6tIy ferves to difcriminate 
the genius, and charafter of a people, a few of the fingularities 
obfervable among the Batties, may perhaps not be deemed un¬ 
worthy of our notice. A defert feparates them from any com¬ 
munication with the countries <0 the weft ward, .parties are often 
formed for eroding this defert, in order to invade the nearell 
diftrift. They fet out numerous and well equipped. Intelligent 
perfons araongft them, are felefted by the reft as guides to the 
p arty, to wl.ofe orders, during the journey, they pay the moft 
implicit obedience, and on arrival at the frontier of the enemiei 
country, their authority is at an end. 

For the performance of thefe -journeys, they have camels, 
which are loaded with bread, water, and other necedary articles 
of provifions. This flock being previoudy fent of, is depo- 
fited at dilSerent parts of the defert, which extends from-66 
to 70 cols. Thefe places are-confidered as points of rendezvous 
to meet with their fup^ies, not a drop of water, or provifions of 



im MEMOIRS OF 

anf Wmg otlieriinfe procurable, and Ihould thefe foppliei 
by any accident, inevitable death await$ them all. 

The guides, whom we have before mentioned, become fkilful 
by long experience and conftant praftice. Without the aid of 
a tree, or land mark, of any defcription, to direS them in their 
march over this dreary defert, they feldom fail, not only toafcer- 
tain the place where the provilions are depofited, but likewife to 
condufi the intrepid adventurers to the deftined fpot. It fre¬ 
quently happens, moreover, that individuals of the party, who, 
from heedlelTnefs and inattention, ftray from the caravan, op- 
prefifed by the multiplied evils of thirft, hunger and fatigue, 
perifii miferably in the defert. 

•* So where our wide NUMIDIAN waftes extend, 

** Sudden, tho’ impetuous hurricanes defcend, 

“ Wheel through the air, in circling eddies play. 

Tear up the fands, and fweep whole plains away. 

“ The helplefs traveller with wild furprife, 

** Sees the dry defert all around him rife, 

“ And, fmother’d in the dufty whirlwind dies !”♦ 

In their progrefs during this Angular march, the guides are 
direded by the SUN by day, and the NORTH STAR by night, 

•Sec Addifan*! C&tOt 
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and, with tbefei unerring mark», they are enabled to perform 
journeys which appear fdmoft incredible. 

Thefe journeys are moreover performed with accuracy, and 
cxa£lncfs. Departing at night, from a fixed, or given point, 
and often fteering different courfes, by the aid of the figng above- 
mentioned, they will, after a march of 30, 40 and even 50 cofs, 
return to the fpot from whence they fat out, and, with the excep-. 
tion of rain or cloudy weather, fcarcc ever deviate from their 
point of deftination. Should they be prefled for provifions on, 
the journey, or have confumed their ordinary flock, a bullock, 
or calf, belonging to the party, is killed, roafled, divided, and 
eaten on the fpot, and at the conclufion of this primitive meal, 
the company refume the journey with their accuflomed 
alacrity.* 

We have hitherto feen the faireft fide of the charadler of this 
extraordinary people. Candour requires us to flate that they 
are cruel in their nature, favage and ferocious, in the higheft 
degree, that they have an utter abhorrence of all the ufages of 
civilized life, are thieves from their birth, and fcruplc not, in their 
predatory incurfions into the neighbouring diftrifts, tho’ un- 
refifted, to add murder to robbery. 


Are not thefe traits the chata^eriilicft? and do we not in the foregoing 

ikCcripiion recogiiifc the padoral lives of the Ncmadcs uf antiquity? 
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ITMl ^cvifli Ipirit may be faid to have reached even the 
‘throne itfelf, as the Rajah has not been afhamed to declare, in 
Mr. Thomas’s hearing, that he willingly paiticipated in the 
ipoils, thus collefled by his own fubjefts. This faft was afcer- 
taincdbyMr. Thomas from the Rajah himfelfduring a refi-' 
dence of two months in his camp. In other refpefls a good 
and humane charaSer, the Rajah fpoke without the leaft appear¬ 
ance of (hame, of the depredations committed by his fubje^s. 
When it was Temarlte'd that the foil and climate of his country 
were fufficiently fertile to fupply the wants of the inhabitants, 
by the honeft labours of the plough, he replied, that the fmall 
number of in his tervice, compared with the mafs of 

the country people, did not allow him to rellrain the latter 
in thofe unlawful afts, as any interference with fo old and efla- 
hlKhed a cuftom, would, in all probability, prove fubverfive of 
Jus own authority. 

A people fo enterprizing mud no doubt appear formidable to 
their enemies, yet if their utter contempt of fubordination, and 
the weakned of their means of defence be duly conlidered; that 
they are a tumultuous rabble, void of order and difeipline, it is 
matter of wonder, that fome of the neighbouring nations have 
not taken advantage of their weaknefs, and prevented this neft of 
Banditti from interrupting their tranquillity. In their wars 
4 ir rather their depredations with the adjoining countries* 
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they have been ui'gimeial ruccefsful^ and the territories of Sahib 
Sing, Loll Sing mtd Bang Sing, chie& of eminence among the 
Sieks, have frequently fufferred, by the inroads of this daring 
people, and been, moreover, not unfrequently compelled ta 
purchafe peace. 

To the{e> may likewife be added, die country of the Baloo* 
CHES weft of theSutledge, the diilri£l of Hurrianah, and the 
province of Beykanccr, all of which have in turn fuftained their 
ravages, and by which means, more than 2,000 villages, which 
were once populous, highly cultivated, and produced a revenue 
of from twenty to Uiirty lacks of rupees^ have now become a bar- 
ten wafte» 

Another trait in the charafler of the B’attieSy is their permitting 
their women to appear in public unveiled, and without any fpecies 
of concealment, tho’ common in other parts of India; On the 
contrary, with the exception of the wives of their chiefs, who 
are in general Rajpoots, the females are univerfally admitted to 
move about in company with the men, tending their flocks and 
herds, and, like the Scythians of old, traveriingfrom place to place 
is fearch of forage and water. 

** At th’ approach of night, 

“ On the firfl friendly bank he throws him down 
Or refts his head upon a rock till mom^ 

X 
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■** Then rifes frefli, purfues his wonted ^me 
** And if the following day he chance to find, 

** A new rep(^, or an untajled fpring 
“ JBIefles his fiars, and thinks it luxury.* 

TheBatties, are of the Mahomedan Religion. In common 
with other Mujpulmans, they are fond of tobacco to excefs, and 
whether on horfe back, in the field, at the plough, or in their 
domellic avocations, are never feen without the Hookha. 

It has been remarked that this people can bring into the field 
from 20 to 30,000 men, but they are ill armed and without 
difcipline. 

The revenues of the Battle Prince, arife chiefly from the plun¬ 
der acquired by the incurfions of his fubjefts into the neighbour¬ 
ing ftates, though it is difficult to afeertain the exaft receipts, but 
they do not, in general, amount to more than ten lacks of rupees. 

The trade of the Battles is very circumferibed, with the excep¬ 
tion of the fale of their furplus grain, ghee and cattle of different 
kinds, they have little interference with other flates, and that 
chiefly with the petty merchants of Nohur and Behadra already 


Stt Addifon’s Cato.' 
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mentioned, and, with whom alone, they hold a correfpondence 
from motives of religious veneration to the memory of SH AICKL 
FEREED, an eminent Mahomedan faint, who flourilhed about 
the eighth century of the Hijerah. 


This veneration is carried fo far as to claim proteflion in his 
name. Though deaf to the voice of mercy, in other refpefls, 
and cruel from their natural difpofiiion, yet, in this inllance the 
Battles reftrain themfelves with a moderation truly fingular. 

Such is reprefented by Mr. Thomas to be a faithful portrait 
of the mixed chara6ler of this extraordinary people, and if the 
leading features of it be confidered attentively by a reflefting 
obferver, a comparifon wdth their Barbarifm, and the happy 
refult arifing from the advantages of civilized life in other parts 
of the world may be made to advantage, though it ftill affords an 
impreffive lelfon of the mutability of human nature, and the 
caprice and mllability of all human inllitutions. 


The chiefs of the Batties were originally Rajpoots, but are 
now Mahomedans. About 600 years ago, their anceftors migrated 
from the province of Jeffelmere, and, after fevcral viciflitudes 
of fortune, at length fettled as cultivators of the foil, in the 
diftrift at prefent called the Baitie country. 
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Tl»6- majority of the prcfent inhabitants, who acknowledge 
the ttuttiority of the defccndants of the chiefs aforementioned, 
were originally Jauts, inhabiting the wcftern banks of the 
SuTLEDGE, in the 29th degree of north latitude. Thet em¬ 
braced the Mahomedan religion, and about 100 years fince were 
invited by the anceftors of the prefent Rajah to crofs the Sut- 
ledge, and fettle in the vicinity of Batnier^ where their defeen- 
dants flill continue to reiide. 

Refuming our narration, after this digreffion, it muft now be 
remarked, that the local advantages poflelfed by^the Rajah of 
Beykaneer had induced him to ere6i: a fort 6 cofs to the fouth well 
of Batinda, the capital of the Battee tribe, which ferved in feme 
ineafure to overawe thofe defperate marauders, or at lead ta 
check their predatory incurfions into his own country. In this 
fort, exdufive of the garrifon, he ftationed a large body of 
cavalry, who fo much annoyed the Baltics by frequent faJlies, ia 
which they took fuch numbers of cattle, that the inhabitants, 
entertained thoughts of emigrating from their own country 
altogether. 

When Mr. Thomas reached the frontiers of Beykaneer, the- 
chiefs of the Baltics hearing of his arrival, were deArous of 
entering into a treaty with him, and in order to fecure him in 
their intereAs offered the fum of 40,000 rupees, if he would re>- 
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duce the fort abovementioned, and liberate them from their 
ttnpleafant fituation. 

The offer being accepted, after a march of ten days Mr» 
Thomas reached the city of Batnier, the moft weftern habitation 
in that part of India*^ 

This city, occupied by the troops of Beykaneer, was, from 
its natural pofition, alrnoft inacceffible to an enemy, there being 
no water to be procured, nearer than twelve miles. The garri- 
fon being numerous, Mr. Thomas thought it moft eligible to 
batter in breach, which he did, and was making the neceffary 
preparations for ftorming, when the enemy capitulated. He 
allowed them to march out with the honours of war, and im¬ 
mediately put the Baltic chiefs in poffeflion of the place. 


Several other places were then taken pofleflion of, and 
t^rious a£lions took place, by which, and the unhealthinefs of 
the climate, Mr. Thomas’s troops were reduced to one third 
only of their original ftrengih. This was the more unpleafant, 
as the brother of one of the chiefs abovementioned, who was 


• In ihii fenfc at Icaft it la underAood at prefcni, there be'nw no habitation weft of it> 
until you pafa the Sutledge, from whence commences the country of the Baloochbs# 
wbo arc atprefent tribaurkato Zemaun Shah king of Cabul.—ConfuU ihc Map. 
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at variance with him, commenced hoftilities againft Mr. Thomas, 
who, on account of the deficiency of his force, from the caufes 
above Hated, being fcarcely equal to the encounter, was compel¬ 
led to fortify his camp. 


By night, the enemy made frequent attacks, but, unfuccefsful 
in all attempts, at length gave up the point, and withdrew their 
army. 


Mr. Thomas tlien marched and took pofTefllon of the town 
of Futtahbad, which, with feveral others, he burnt, and would 
now, in all probability, have got poffeflion of the whole country, 
had not the enemy at this time, received affifiance from their 
neighbour, the Seik chief ofPuttialah. That chief, having fent 
1,000 cavalry to their aid, and concluded a treaty of alliance, 
Mr. Thomas, did not deem the prefent moment favorable for a 
profecution of hoftilities. He therefore, returned to jfyjur, in 
order to afford fome relief to his people from the diftempers they 
had contratled in the courfe of the campaign. 

About this time, Luckwa, through the intrigues of Mr. Perron, 
at Scindiah’s durbar, had been again fuperfeded in his command. 
To haften his downfall, and, if poflible, take him prifoner. Perron 
inarched againft him with his whole force. 
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But Luckwa, leaving his camp and baggage a prey to the 
enemy, (who, on their arrival, were too much taken up in plun¬ 
dering, to follow in the purfuit) and having, previoufly fent oflf 
his family to feek an afylum in the dominions of Joudpore, thus 
cffefiedhis ownefcape. 

Among the RAJPOOT STATES, the fituation of Joudpore 
is deferving of particular attention, and we (hall therefore, as on 
fimilar oocafions, turning afide from the detail of military tranfac- 
tions, embrace the opportunity thus afforded, of taking a re- 
trofpe£live fketch of the refources of the country, as well as 
prefent our readers with an account offomeof the manners and 
cufloms peculiar to this Angular people. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Geographical dejcription of Joudpoor, or Marwar— 
Manners and cujloms of the Inhabitants — Hijlory — Mr, 
THOMAS’S military operations—Capture ^Bhaut-— 
TranfaElions in the territories of ROY KELLAUN. 

Joudpoor or Marwar is bounded, on the north by Beykaneer, 
north weft by JefleJmere, and weft by the defert. On the fouth 
weft, by the country of the Sindys, fouth, by the province of 
Guzurat, fouth eaft by Mewar, and euit by the dominions of. 
Jypoor. 

It is in length 220 cofs, and in breath 180, at the computatioa 
of two Britilh miles to the coft. 


This extent of country is fuppofed, formerly, to have contained 
from 8 to 10 thoufand villages, including the capital towns within 
its range. The population was then great, but at prefent, it 
poffefles not more than 5 thoufand inhabited villages, with a 
confiderable decreafe of population. The fouthern, fouth 
caftern, and eaftern frontiers of Joudpoor, arc abundantly fertile^. 
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The land is well watered by flreams, which, as in Mcroar, {low 
from the mountains. It yields wheat, barley, and other kinds of 
grain common in India. Excluhve of thcfe advantages, lead mine.? 
are found, wdneh confiderably ad 1 to tiie revenues of the ilate. 
The imports into Joudpoor confill of cloths, fliawls, fpices, 
opium, rice, fugar, Heel, and iron. They export fait, canieh, 
bullocks, and horfes. The latter arc llrong, honey, and of high 
ftaturc. The bullocks are of a very large fize, as arehkcwlle the 
camels. In fliort the breed of cattle, in general, is fuperior to 
that of the neighbouring Hates. 

The inhabitants of Joudpoor are Rhatore Rajepoots. TJiey 
are not only a more comely raceof men, as to perfon, but are bra\- 
er, polfcfs a higher fenfe of honor, and arc more independant than 
their furrounding neighbours. Mr. Thomas afcribcs thcfe dif- 
tinguifliing cliaraderillics to phyfical caufes. To the influence of 
climate, and to their intermarrying with the purefl call of the 
Rajepoot trib-'s. Thefe are the See/'odyah, ilie KxUchcoafi, the 
^dila, and the Bazotce. To thefe caufes may be added the good ex¬ 
amples fet them both as to manners, and morals, by a fucceOion 
of wife and prudent Princes, who, fiift, by their atchevements in 
war abroad, and, afterMrards, by the care they took of their affairs 
at home, in the internal regulations of their country, have con¬ 
tributed, in a very high degree, to ameliorate the cliaraclcr and 
^ifpofitions of their fubjefls. 

Y 
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The Rhatore Rajepoots are mild in their manners, and are 
poflefled of a natural politenefs which renders their fociety 
extremely agreeable. When a Rhatore has pafled his word for 
protedion, it may llri£l]y be relied on. They areaverfe to litigious 
controverfy. In their focial converfations, they carefully avoid 
difputcs, and pay the greateft attention to the perfon who is 
fjjeaking. In their hofpitality, they exceed the bounds of more 
civilized nations; For, fo attentive arc they to the performance of 
this duty, that, in the interior parts of the country, the head of a 
village will not fit down to eat his own meal, until he has been 
fathfied that travellers, and flrangers, have received every accom¬ 
modation which his village affords. A rare and Angular inllance of 
primeval fimplicity of manners ! 

They delight in warlike exercife, are fond of the chafe, 
and firing their matchlocks. Retired after the fatigues of 
hunting, they are accullomcd to hold focial affemhlics, Thcyliden 
with great earneftnefs, and cagernefs to the BAUHTEE, or 
Poets, who, like the bards of old, recite, in heroic numbers, the 
warlike deeds of their anceffors. 

In the adminiflration of juflice they arealike Angular. Murder, 
the fouled of crimes, is feldom punifiied with death, and, for this 
rcafon, that it fcarcely ever occurs, except, when occaAoned by ^ 
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fpirit of revenge, for perfonal injuries, and for this they have 
the fanftion of cuftom from time immemorial. 

Theft is puniflied by banifhment. Smaller crimes by a re¬ 
primand, whicli, from the fpirit of theRhatore Rajepoot, general¬ 
ly terminates in a voluntary exile from his native country, where 
he cannot endure to live after being fubjefled to reproach. In 
this, likewife, the fpirit of this extraordinary race is confpicuous, 
a man who goes into voluntary exile may, if he pieafes, after a 
Hated period, return to his native place, whereas the polTibility of 
return is rigidly precluded to him who is baniftied for the de¬ 
grading vice of theft. Although the Rajepoot chiefs in their 
refpeflive diftrifls alfume to themfelvs an exclufive and arbitrary 
riglit over the lives and property of their fubjefts, yet it is not 
confidercd by the natives as a hardhiip, as their mild, conciliating 
fway, renders eafy the condition of the peafuntry. 


Fugitives of all defcriptions, from the neighbouring countries 
are received without diilinflion, and, except in cafes of theft, and 
murder, arc fure of proteflion and fupport. So high a fenfe do 
they entertain of the laws and rights of hofpitality, that they not 
only refufe to deliver up the delinquents, but are even accuRomed 
to alfill in forwarding them through the country, to the confines 
of the neighbouring Rate. 
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It does not appear that a cuftom fo Angular obtains in any 
■other part of Hindoftan. In the management of their donaeftic 
concerns the Rhatore Rajepoots, are no Icfs remarkable for their 
attention to the female part of the family. 

A plurality of wives, though admitted by the laws of the coun* 
try, is fcldom pradifed, except among the Princes, and great 
men, who, on thefe occafions, are aftuated by motives of policy 
and ambition. Among this tribe of Rajepoots, the mother of the 
eldeft fon is held in moft rcfpcfl;. 

Females on the death of their hufbands often refign themfelves 
to the flames, with the moft heroic fortitude. 

This a6l is, however, voluntary. But, in the opinion of the 
Rajepoots themfelves, thofe females would be diftionoured in the 
eftimation of their country women, who, preferred dragging on a 
reproachful exiflence. They would be fhunned in fociety, and, at 
the houfe of iheir father, or that of their father-in-law, generally, 
be conjpelled to pafs the remainder of their lives in folitary 
widowhood. 

From the early period of 6years of age, all Rajepoot females, 
are concealed from the fight and converfation of men, except 
their neareft relations. In the table of confanguinity, on this 
occafion, are included fathers, uncles, brothers, and coufins. 
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With thefc exceptions, a Rajpoot lady would confider her 
reputation as fullied by expofure to the fight of a man; to fo 

high a pitch indeed do they carry their proud fenfe of honor in 

( 

regard to the female charafter, that it not unfrequently termi¬ 
nates in a manner moil ferocious and lamentable. 

"When an honourable Rajpoot, whofe family is with him» 
finds himfclf furrounded by the enemy, and a force fo fuperior, 
that the hope or pofiibility of cfcape, is utterly excluded; he 
firfl enquires, whether if by furrender, he can fecure the honor 
of his family; fhould this be found impraflicablc, or even 
doubtful, he forms and immediately executes his defperato 
projefi;; Clothing himfelf in a yellow drefs, wdiich is the fymbol 
of dcfpair, he in company with others of his ncareft relations, 
repairs to the apartments of the women, when the whole of the 
females, arc involved in a promifeuous, and indiferiminate 
'laughter; the women themlelves, on this occafion, not unfre¬ 
quently railing their hands aga,inft their own livesl 


On the completion of .this horrid deed, the furious Rajpoot 
rufliing out like a lion, bears down every thing before him, 
it is death alone, that can fatisfy him for the lofs of his tenderell 
and dearefl. connexions, in this inflance alone will he flrike a 
falling foe; the aX, which he has lately committed, works him un 
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to a ftate of abfolute infanity; defpair gives him courage more 
than mortal, and, if by his enthufiaftic and furious onfet, he fhould 
chance to overcome the enemy, though ever fo fuperior in point 
of-numbers when oppofition is abfolutely at an end, and his 
frame exhaufled witli fatigue, is on the point of yielding to nature, 
he difdains to furvive the lofs of his family, but terminates the 
awful fccne, by gencrouOy plunging his fword into his own 
bofom! 


'For thefe, and other oulUuate prejudices/the Rajepoots, have 
been accufed of cruelty, but it mull be conlldcred in extenuation 
of the a£l, that this refolution is founded on principle, it is 
imbibed in their infancy, and almoft fucked in with their parent 
food, that it is juftified by cuftorn and pieecdcnt, and that a 
Rajepoot, who fliould furvive the difiionorof his udfe, and nunily, 
would be treated by his brethren, to the remainder of his life, v.dth 
contempt and never ending-reproach. 

Although the circumhances above related do fome times 
occur, it is by no means frequent, Hnce the fpirit of this people 
beingJ-rnown, it is not difEcuk- to be avoided. 

Throughout HindooHan, the finftiiy of xheHaram is in general 
refpcflcd, and except, in cafes of refiftance, holtility is feldoin 
carried tc extremity, while on the contrary, it-uotunfrcqueiitly 
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happens, that by a previous ftipulation between the contending 
parties, the females of either family are accuftomed to afk, and 
to receive, the proteftion of their enemies. 

The Rhatores intermarry with other tribes, but of the pureft 
blood, though they will not give their children either to the 
Bundalahs, Scindiahs, or Holkars, whom confider of inferior 
call and impure blood. 

The cuftom of putting to death the females of the family, as 
remarked on a former occafion, likewife obtains among the 
Rhatore Rajepoots, although one of their late Princes, Rajah 
Bc(jah Sing, by prohibiting the {bedding of blood of any kind 
throughout his dominions, endeavoured to reclaim them from this 
fanguinary prejudice, the prefent Sovereign of Joudpore by name 
Eccun Sing, being a weak Prince, eifeminatc, and luxurious, his 
fuS'-jefts have already relafped, into their ancient and moll abhori ed 
cuiloin. The chief force of Joudpore is in cavalry, and has 
always been'confidered a? formidable. 

Their horfes are good, and theii ftrength in cavalry, Mr. Tho*' 
liras computes at 25,000 men, though fince the acceflion of 
the late Rajah, and in their wars with the Marhattas, they 
have feldom been able to bring into the field, more than 20,oco 
Rliatore Rajepoots. 





Jijudpoor, has generally in his pay, ffom four 
llpifix.tHoaland mercenaries, 2,00a of which are cavalry, and 
in cafes of emergency he might expeft to be joined by the 
troops of Beykaneer, his force in cavalry,, may on the whole 
be cftimated at thirty thoufand men. 

On their infantry, like many others in the interior parts of 
Ipdia, they place but fmall reliance, being feldom employed, 
except in the garrifons. 


The artillery is numerous, and confifts of fevcral hundred 
pieces of cannon, mofl; of which, were taken by the anceftors 
of the prefent Rajah, when that Prince furprifed the camp of 
the Emperor AURUNG ZEBE, in the defiles of the Rhatore 
mountains, on the return of the Imperial army from the 
Deccan* 


This artillery however, feveral of the pieces being fo. 
much honey combed from age, and almoft all of them defti* 
tute of carriages, cannot excite much apprehenfion. The 
arms of a Rhatore Rajepoot confifts of a feimitar, made of a 
%ecie8 of iron, called Sarokee, which though well calculated for 
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ciitting»is britifc in fubHance'; a fpear, and fomeof them have 
matchlocks, tho’ in general the Rhatores trull to their fwords. 


Oftheir bravery we have before fpoken, but their lingularity 
of character extends even to their method in fighting, as they will 
not kill a flying enemy, or Ihed blood when refillance ceafes. 


Averfe to plunder, though even in the enemy’s country, they 
will not indulge themfelves in predatory warfare, a pra 61 ;ice fo 
common with the Mahrattas and other of their neighbours, it is 
in a£lual combat alone, they are truly formidable, in the charge 
of cavalry in particular Mr. Thomas thinks they are fuperior to 
moll of the horfemen in India; but, when headed by their 
Prince in perfon, or by a favorite and fuccefsful general, they 
are, in his opinion, irrefillible. 


The revenues of Joudpore arife chiefly from the Rah Dareest 
or road duties, there is likewife a duty levied on merchandife 
of all kinds, the exclufivc revenue produced from the Poll Tax 
in capital cities, which is confidered as a kind of privy purfc, to 
fupply the cxpcnces of the Sovereign, and a flipulated annual 


z 
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trilnitefrom thefe chiefs who held their lands in Jaiedad, for the 
payment of the troops. 


Thefe together may amount to about twenty lacks of rupees, 
which is the foie property of the Rajah. With regard to other 
funds, efpecially the tribute which is paid to the Mahrattas, the 
extra expences incurred by government in railing additional 
troops in times of emergency, and various other contingencies, 
thefe are fubferibed for by the principal landholders, and the 
money thus confolidated is thrown into the general treafury of 
the Rate. 


The Rhatore Rajepoots attribute their origin, and firfl fettle- 
mentin Joudpore to the following tradition as handed down in 
regular fuccelTion from father to fon. 


About 700 years fince, three brothers of a noble family at 
Kinnouge, quitted that city by mutual agreement, and travelled 
wcRward towards JclTelmere. 


Their name were Joud Sing, Rundal Sing, and another whofc 
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name Mr. Hiomas has forgotten. 


In their route to the place abovementioned, they pafled by the 
town of |oudporc,at that time.aninconfiderable place inhabited 
by Bramins, who happening to be at variance with their neigh¬ 
bours, folicited and obtained the afliftance of the three brothers, 
and were in confequence foon put in poffeflion of their rights. 
On the performance of this fcrvice, the Bramins would gladly 
have got rid of their powerful Allies, but they, liking the coun¬ 
try, were delirous of fettling in it altogether, and for this purpofe, 
they fent for their refpcftive families who had been left at 
Kinnouge. 


The Bramins however, at firft refilled this intrufion, but in the 
end being detcfted in a confpiracy to alTalfinate the Rajepoot 
chiefs, they fell a facrifice to their own treachery, and were 
themfelves without mercy put to the fword. 


From that period, the authority of theRajepoots commenced 
in Joudpore, and JOUD SING as the elder brother, gave his 
own name to the place where they had firft ftopped, he found- 
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^ Ihe prefent city of that name which io proceis of tiflae he» 
came the capital cf the Rbatore Rajepoots. 


Xundul Sing, the^c^ brother,,took poUeffion of the neigh¬ 
bouring territory of Beykaneer, where he fettled with his fami« 
ly, and the .dcfcendants, of the thirdJrother, at ^eknt occopy 
the,d.illri£l of Bekadra, 


Mr. Thomas, not chuling to remain inactive, and arrears to 
a large amount being due to him from his northern diflri£}:s, he 
refolved to march thither. In his route he punifhed a numerous 
and daring banditti who had frequently annoyed him by their 
predatory attacks, and having been joined by numbers of the pca- 
fantry who were alJcmWed in confiderable force at the village of 


Confident' in their numbers, they iffued forth from their 
ftronghold to give battle to Mr. Thomas on the plain, but their 
temerity proved their deftru6lion, for his troops after a defperate 
conflict, not only completely defeated the enemy by driving 
off the plain, but followed clofe at their heels as lo 





©mmm. TsmiM 

^ they kiU^^ 


wotiiuledE upwards of yboiaen.' His owtf 1 a& on this occafion 
iras coxifiderahle, but the capture dT this place firuck iuch terror 
throughout the country that the rcmabder fubmitted without 
a firuggle. 


Mr. Thomas having raifed the neceflary contributions, and 
being fatisficd in regard to the arrears due to his troops, next 
levied contributions on the diftrifts held by Simbonauth one of 
Luckwa’s colle6lors in the neighbourhood of Sehaurunpore; 
Simbonauth was at that time in the Doo Ab, with a numerous 
though confufed and diforderly rabble; he had lately fufiained 
fomc fmart fkirmifhes with the troops fent againfl; him by Mr: 
Perron, but his troops having been corrupted by means of a large 
fum of money, which Perron found means to diftribute, Simbo- 
nautli was at length neceffitated to fubmit and give up part of his 
diltrifls, to fee u re the remainder from the grafp of the Mar^ 
hattas. 

Mr. Thomas having thus raifed the fum required, returned to 
Ilanfi. About this time, Mr. Perron, who had in vain exerted 
himfelf to obtain poflellion of the perfon of Luckwa, or his family, 
returned from the army; well aware that little was to be gained 
by open hoftilities with the Rajepoots; he marched back to 



Tiiomas,) to gather caticr laurels frot^ 
4 |»giBih merchant, Simbonauth, who was by this time once 
more ready to attempt the recovery of the diftri£b, which he had 
been fo recently compelled to refign. 


Soon after his arrival at Delhi, Mr. Perron with a confiderable 
body of men, having croffed the Jumna, pafled into the Doo Ab 
to a6l againft Simbonauth, at the fame time he difpatched letters 
to Mr. Thomas, which he pretended to have received from the 
Paifliwa, containing orders enjoining him to aflift Luckwa, who 
was declared to be the proteflor of the family of the deceafed 
Scindial), and dire6led to remain in the fervice of his widow; 
thefe letters Mr. Thomas knew to be forged, and was more¬ 
over well aware, that Luckwa was at this time, as he had ever 
been, his declared and inveterate enemy; and on feveral occafions 
had endeavoured to overthrow his authority, by promiling 
grants of his country in the Paisiiwa’s name to other people. 
This behaviour induced Mr. Thomas to regret, not havinsr 
afforded aid to Simbonauth as he might at this junfture not 
only have faved hiin, but cruflied thofc who not long after 
effefted his own downfall. 


Simbonauth had requefted Mr. Thomas to come to his af- 
fiftance, but without fuccefs. 
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Mr. Th<jipaws however offered him an afylum within his own 
diftrifts} he advifcd him not to think of refifting Mr. Perron, 
with his prefent confufed and diforderly force; this advice, tho’ 
falutary, was of no avail, for Simbonauth confiding in the pro- 
teftations of his followers, refolved to remain in the Doo Ab, and 
wait the approach of the enemy. The event manifefied the 
truth of Mr. Thomas’s preditlion, as on the aflual appearance 
of the enemy, the troops of Simbonauth, not only deferted, but 
adlually endeavoured by treacherous means to feiz.c his perfon 
and deliver him up a prifoner; difippointcd in their treacherous 
defigns, they M cnt over to the enemy, but not before Simbonautlr 
had fortunately efietted his cfcape. 


Repairing to the Pun jib, he there fought ar.l obtained an 
afylum iu the dillntts ul Raug Sing cleef oi Boorcah. 


At tins time, Mr. Tltom’s receive 1 intcir.;ence, that fevcrel of 
his dilh-icls part’cuhr.’.y tbolh, in tlie vicinity of il A n ,si, were in a 
Bate of aAu 1 rebellion, ana h cl plan h're 1 tii'' m ,\\'bint,s rei irt- 
ing to lint pLicc, of a very confi lerabl * fu n '.u in in 'y a vl >)'.''.or 
valuable elf^il;. Among o:ncr> concernc 1 in this revo't, were 
the Zemindars of Bulhxlt, Sovaiu, Jo,':: j'pjvc, and 


This lafl mentioned town is compute 1 ’o contain 10,000 in¬ 
habitants, who retain a charafler fo remarkable lor bravery, that 
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Atibnig Beg with 26,000 men, 

mA too pieces of canfioai beffiogcd it for along time in vain. The 
inhabitants are RahtOre Rajepbots, and poflefs the accuftomcd 
valor of that tribe, aitho* thk charafler has in fome inftances 
been fuUied by a cruelty not ufual among the reft of their 
brethren. 

It being the rainy feafon, when this rebellion broke out, and 
Mr. Thomas apprehending the moll ferious confequences, if the 
cultivation of the lands was prevented, marched with all pollible 
expedition towards the rebels, and firll appeared before the town 
of Bulhalli, 

In that place were 3000 men, who although well armed, were 
badly fupplied with provifions; he might according to his ufual 
cuftom have ftormed, but thinking from the number and bravery 
of the garrifon, the event might prove doubtful, had recourfe to 
the furer means of reducing it by a blockade. 

Having eretfted a chain of redoubts well fortified and fupplied 
with artillery, he completely incirclcd the place, enconipafling the 
whole by a ditch 12 feet in depth. As no provifions could enter 
the town, the garrifon after fome days, experienced diftrefs, they 
made repeated fallies, but, having to crofs the ditch before they 
could reach the redoubts on the plain, they became expofed to the 
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whole fire of the trenches and were in confequence defeated il 
every fucceffive attack; to increafe their annoyance Mr. Thomas 
began to draw off the water from a neighbouring refervoir, which 
reduced them to the neceffity of drinking the water from the 
wells within the fort; thiabeing hitter in its quality rendered it 
unwholefome, and caufed fickncfs within the garrilbn. Provifions 
now became fo fcarce that nothing remained but damaged grain. 


During the fit”t miS place, the inhabitants of Bbowanee a 
neighbouring town had made fbveral attempts to throw in fuc- 
coursbut in vain; to retaliate upon them, Mr. Thomas ordered his 
cavalry to make excurfions, in the neighbourhood of Bhowanee 
and plunder the country; their exertions were attended with 
fuccels. upwards of 150 perfons were killed in refilling, and the 
cavalry brought away with them 3,000 head of cattle, which 
they depofited fafely in Mr. Thomas’s camp; this lall attack 
having deterred the people of Bhowanee from any further 
interruption, and no fuccours as yet having arrived from Mr. 
Perron, die garrifon, feeing no likelihood of aflifiance from 
without confented to capitulate. Compofed of people belong¬ 
ing to different villages and having feparate interefts to adjuft 
they could not come to any determination among themfelves. 
By this time from the want of provdfions, from difeafe and other 
caufes they were reduced to one third of their original number, 
even of the few that remained feveral were then ill; Mr. Tho- 
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mas defirous <£ putting an end to thefe altercations, drew out 
his troops, with intent to ftorm the place, but the enemy per* 
ceiving his refolution, at laft confented to capitulate; they 
agreed to pay him the fum of 30,000 rupees, and to deliver up 
the fort \vith the property contained therein. Hoftages having 
been taken for the performance of thefe articles, Mr. Thomas 
returned to Ilanfi, where he employed himfelf in completing 
ammunition, and (lores, fully determined to invade the Punjab 
and punifli the Rajah of Pattialah, for his treacherous condu£l 
in breaking the treaty, by affording aid to the Bailies in the 
preceding year. 

That chief (whofe force con filled of 1500 cavalry and 1,000 
infantry) was at this time befieging his fifter in her fort; aflured 
of fpeedy relief, this gallant Lady fhll continued to hold out, 
and Mr. Thomas’s preparations being at length completed, he 
firft marched to/ier relief, on his approach the Rajah thought 
proper to raife the feige and u tirc within the fortifications of 
Sonaum ;♦ thither he was followed by Mr. Thomas, who intended 
to have Itormed the place, but the unexpefted arrival of Tarah 
Sing, an ally, and fon-in-law of the Rajah, with a very coii- 
fidcrable force for the prefent prevented the attack. 


Sonaora a large town fituated si^cofs to the weft ward of PattiaUli* 
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By this time, alfo, the neighbouring pcafantry having joinei 
the Rajah’s ftahdard, determined Mr. Thomas to relinquilh hi$ 
intention, until a more favorable opportunity; numerous bodies of 
cavalry continued daily to hover round the fkirts of his army, 
during themarch, by which, he fuftained great annoyance; after 
a fatiguing march of four and twenty miles, on coming to bis- 
ground he was furprifedby the found of the Th amuck.* 


He encamped near the town of Bellud ; a large body of the 
enemy, who were concealed in a neighbouring jungle waited the 
event with impatience, and hoped to take advantageof the difoider 
of Mr. Thomas’s troops whilft attacked by the towns people and 
cut them to pieces; it is here ncceffary to remark, that in confe- 
quence of ih-e continued (late of warfare in thofe paits, the villages 
and towns arc llrongly fortified and capable of making a defperate 
refinance againll tiic attacks of their predatory neighbours. 


The of the town aforementioned were 9 feet thick v;ith a 

ditch 10 fee in dept'i and the garrifon numerous. Mr. Tliomas 
therefore widiout lofs of time made preparations for donning 
before he could be attacked by the enemy. By a vigorous aflault, 
he carried the place, with the lofs of only 80 of his own people. 


• Thamuck. It Ijrgc mili'ary drijir, in common ufs in ihe t.orih wi.ll paUs of 
the founding of which, is always confidtrcd js a prelude to hollilit.es. 
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ti|>wara^ of 500 to the enemy, and though he«*«led 
every ihcans in his potver, to prevent a continuance of the flahgh- 
ter he was unfuccesful, the rancorous enmity whiliili fubfified 
betwixt his own troOps who were Moofulmauns, and the Seiks 
being fo great that the former never omitted any opportunity of 
revenging themfelves on the latter in the fevereft manner. 


"The towns people, who furvived the aflault were ranfomed by a 
large fura of money; Mr. Thomas’s views were now dire£led to di¬ 
viding the enemy’s force, which confiUed of 10,000 men, to. raife 
contributions in the neighbouring diftrifts, and alfo to explore the 
country. To effeft thefe objefls he encamped in a centrical po¬ 
rtion between the towns of Pattialah and Sonaum. Defirous 
however of punifhingT^ta Sing whom as we have before feen, had 
come totheaffillanceof the Rajah, Mr. Thomas now determined 
to advance towards Malhere Kotela, the enemy’s principal 
refidence; This town is fituated on the Punjab frontier; the road 
lay through a thick jungle well adapted for an ambufeade; he 
Was marchng quietly along, when a fmart firing was heard in the 
front of his line; Inftantly reparing to the fpot he found that a 
party who had advanced to reconnoitre tvere attacked by a 
fuperi«r body of the enemy-, by the lime Mr. Thomas arrived 
the party attacked had got outof the jungle to the entrance of an 
cjttenfive plain and he now perceived that the prefent afiault 
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held been made only with a view to call off his attention from 
the large and populous village of Bhaut. 

This village was garrifoned by the troops of Tara Sing, to the 
amount of 3,000 men. 

Mr. Thomas neverthelefs refolved to ftorm it. The walls of 
the fort were 12 feet thick and 30 in height; four ftrong baftions 
well fortified with cannon commanded the town below, as well as 
the plain adjoining, it was in all refpefls a place difficult of ac- 
cefs. Mr. Thomas himfelfat the head of a fele( 5 l body of his troops, 
entered nearly oppofite tlic centre ofLhe/ctt’;?, whilft Mr, Hopkins 
the fon of a field officer in the Eaflindia Companys fervice, now- 
in Mr. Thomas’s employ, led on his party to ftorm the eaflern 
angle; the uifair was dcfpcratc, and though the town was foon fet 
on fire, the enemy made a brave and determined refiflance. Mr. 
Hopkins gali '.nlly adva-acing to the attack, flormcd in the quarter 
affio-ned him, thou-'h at the moment of fuccefs he was unfor- 
tunately ffiot through the body, and feveral other officers were 
killed or dilablcd, the enemy Hill keeping up a tremendous fire 
from the fort. The affair prefented a doubtful afpeft ; a large 
body of cavalry making their appearance without the town, Mr. 
Thomas’s troops; though in poffeffion of the place, whether from 
the exceffive heat occafioned by the furrounding flames, or the 
Ibvere fire they fuftained from the enemy in the/i?? /, were inclined 

A a 2 
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Mr* Thomas ha'Hag 

l|teatd& prefehee of mind» brought up a fix pounder el^ to^lho 
g^tte of the fort, by repeated difcharges almofi demoliflied it;. 
Ae enemy then gave up tl» conteft, and by fubmii&m laved 
further efiufion of blood on both fides. 

The lives of the people within the fort were granted* but Mr* 
Thomas compelled them to pay him 50,000 rupees. 

The chief of Malhere Kotelali now thought proper to change 
fides* and being like other Patans, adapted the praftice of his 
country men by connefling himfelf with the party, from- whom 
he expeftcd to derive moft advantage. 

He agreed to pay Mr. Thomas a fum of money, and moreover* 
fent a body of troops under the command of his nephew to join 
him. 

Kurrum Sing a Seik chief and ruler of the diftria of Shahabad 
had for fome time been hollile towards Mr. Thomas, and though 
at his firfl lettlement* he had made profeflions of friendlhip, very 
fbon altered his condua. To encourage his enmity towards 
^dr. Thomas, the R.ajah of Pattialah offered his daughter in 
marriage, to the fon of Kurrum Sing, and their union was follow¬ 
ed by an open declaration of war; the troops of Pattialah were 
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Se^ <Mi th<e juniEUoHi of thefe troops^ a gra^ 
was^ hdd, and it was there refolved; that a general^ 
cotnbihfttioa' of the Siek chiefs Ibould be formed^ to expel Mr. 
Thomas from the eountrythey confidered him as a dangerous 
person, and well knew, that if he was fuccefsful on the prefent 
Gccafion, they might hereafter expe£l the moft ferious ill confe- 
quences to their tribe,, from his future incurfions; 


Mr. I’homas, by his fpies in the enemies camp, received correfl 
information of all their deliberation.?, but had no apprehenfion 
for the event, being well convinced, that a body of mien though 
ever fo numerous,, being under the command of fo many different 
leaders, each of them influenced by their own feparate intereft^ 
wereincapable of executing any plan, with that degree ofprompu 
neft, which in military tranfaftions can alone infure fuccefs, 

A circumftance now arofe, tliat turned the fcale much in thcr 
enemy’s favor. 

Roy Kellaun an indepcndant chief, on the north weftera 
frontier of the Punjab,* and whofe revenue amounted to five 
lacks of rupees, had lately died and was fucceeded in his poC- 
feflions by his eldeft fon Roy Elias, then a youth. 


Confult the nap. 
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The Retmteg hi« mother, in confequence of the tender age of 
%er fon, thought proper to aflame the reigns of government, and 
tho’ defirous of doing all the juftice in her power, was from 
inexperience, wholly unfit to tranfaft the affairs of her coun¬ 
try ; The neighbouring Seiks, who during the life time of the 
late Rajah had through his policy and good management, con¬ 
tinued on friendly terms, now perceiving the unprotefted ftate 
of his infant fon, joined in invading his territories, which having 
plundered and over-run, they foon, with the exception of a 
few forts, (from their natural flrength deemed inacceflible) 
brought under fubjedlion the greater part of the country. About 
this time Zemmn Sfiak king of Cabul, arrived at Lahore, a 
city, fifty cofs diftant from the young Rajah’s capital; this 
proximity induced the Princefs Regent to implore the alliftance 
of that monarch, in reinflating her fon in his authority; and 
for that purpofe flie accordingly difpatched a vakeel to Lahore. 

The Seiks, whether it arofc from a dread of being attacked 
by Zemaun Shah, or, they were ajiprehenfive, that affillance 
wmuld be brought front another quarter, fliortly after this event, 
thought proper fuddcnly to evacuate tlie country, when the 
peafantry returned to their allegiance. But now, a new obftacle 
arofc, which not only prevented for the prefent a continuance of 
the Rkmce's tranquility, but plunged her into ftill deeper mis- 
fojtuoes than tho/e fbe had before expeyenccd. 
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CHAPTER XIII 


"Singular account of an Mpojtor among the Sitxs —jSIKf 
pretmfions; He is deteEled by a Seii chief-^ThreaUns Mr, 
Thomas —Is compelled to fly—ReduSion o/'K anhorI’« 
Attack of Srfebooo —Termination of the campaign* 

IN the Seik army was a man oi ihe CUTTRY tribe, am- 

V 

'bitious, artful, and intriguing, and whofe knowledge of mankind 
from long and deep refle£lion, had convinced him it no 
difficult matter to render his countrymen the .dupes of jyBpWa 
artifices: this man, who pretended to trace his lineage the 
great pr|jphet Nmick,, the founder and law-giver of the Seiks, 
bad a regular, correfpondence with fome of his crcatutes in the 
Abdalli camp, nad from time to time received intelligence o.f the 
niotions.and intentions of Zemaun Shak; Informed by* his 
emiffaries/that, the Shah had detcrhrijned to return to^hiS" own 
..^ominiOn^ ^hidthe «a6l tiine being fpecified for his fettibg-out, 
this.Jl^sit^wpoHor affembled* the .chiefs of the Seik army, 
ahd plyP^g to the gift of infpiration, ac<liiainted them, 
that during the preceding night he had been favoured with 
vifit from tHeir Prophet; who after lamenting, the hardfliips 
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had laboured by the invafion of 
'liitd throttgh the permiffion df the Almighty’^ 
ltd to prevail on Z£M;Aut< Shah to rtt«mi 40 his own 
intry, and, that at the moment they were now ^courfini[„ 
^t Prince had.a< 3 ually commenced his march. 



Surprifed at the apparent ab.furdity of this declaration, manyt 
of the chiefs treated, the infotmation with deferved ridicule, but 
when at 3 o’clock in the afternoon of the ISme day, intelirgence 
arrived of the a£lual march of the Shah, as predifled by the impof- 
tor, the whole army appeared ftruck with contrition for their 
’error, and infjfted on their chiefs deprecating the anger of- this do- 
Tcentkbtof Minted, by expiatory oiFerings,andprcfentsof all kinds. 

faiisfied with the ftfccefsof his ftratagem, he now affefted 
a lofty deportment, and it was with great difficult||^ that the 
chiefs prevailed on him to accept the proffered offerings, nor did 
he wholly relent, until they offered to return with an army to 
Xiodhf^^Jind put him in ^jffefiion- of the country of the unfor¬ 
tunate Roy Elias; to this he not only yielded a readyaffent, but 
ai^dod^ falfehood to his forjner deceit, by informing the chieff^ 
i^at,|hc late invafn)n of the Shah, had been folelyjt^wigg,i|p thft 
intrigues of the Rannee, aided by the.machinations'b^j^ neigh- 
jpo^r the Patah chief of Malhere, who had invited tlie* AbdaUl 
Bfince to tuk.e.pofle&}n of the Punjpb. 
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THe Seik ^rmy, daily increafing in numbers by acceflions 
peafantry, joined them from all quarters, now direaed theit 
inarch to Malhere, and refolved ta begin their operations with the 
&ege of that place. 

The Patans, who were in Malhcre,'cameout ,of the city to 
encounter the Seiks on ihe plain, but the prefence of their pre¬ 
tended Prophet infpiring them wiilx more than ufual confidence, 
the pafans were repulfed, and driven from the field with great 
daughter, and the, Seiks entering the town afang^ with the fugi¬ 
tive'!, the place was quickly taken, while tlic few who'remained 
having quitted the city, fought refuge in the fort of KotelaK 

The Seiks prepared to follow up their viflory, by laying fiege 
3 that place, and fa great was. the confternation of the Patans, 
that though it 'was defended by a very high wall, aditch,'and (Con¬ 
tained a garrifon ofooo men, they were utterly unable to refill, and 
had it not been for the afliflance of their ally the Rajah of Pat- 
lialah, who fent a body oV his 'own troops for their prote£lton, 
they mud have furrendered at diferetion. 

This addition of force, however, rendered abortive all attempts 
of the Sciks to-reduce Ktitela, they therefore feparated, though 
a .confiderable body, who taall appearance, dill adhered to the 
irtipoddr difperfed themfelves over iheRannee's country, of which, 
after much predatory warfare,-they got polieffion. 
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'RMftCWS to a fitttation truly deplorable, that Princefs had 
audit recourfe to negotiation; and, through the mediation of the 
^ef of Pattialah, concluded a treaty with the Seiks, by which 
Ihe agreed to pay the fum of two lacks of rupees, a part of 
\rhich was depofited' in calh, and >the jremainder in Jewell, 
iiorfes and warlike llore^ 


The ImpoftoT however, who ftill had a large force, would 
Agree to no terms, but the a6tual furrender of the whole of 
<ahe country, and, tho’ the young Rajah, with a view to mollify 
!lhe feverity of his demand, waited in perfon .upon him, threw 
himfelf at his feet, and in terms moft fubraiffive, implored an 
abatement of hb former rcfolve, he continued inexorable* 

Inthisilate of affairs, the Impoftor, who had now got poflef- 
lion of the perfon of the young Rajah, refufed to let him 
return to his mother and declared he Ihould remain a prifoner 
until he complied w,id» the terms proppfed. 

But Kurrum Sing one of the chiefs, who bad hitherto been 
in the fervice of the Impoftor, now repented of his credulity, 
and refolved to proteft the perfon of the Rajah and conduft 
him in fafety to his own refidence; this he refolutely effeaed, in 
fpite of. every effort to the contrary, he condu£led die youth 
to Mal^e and there left him in quiet poffcffion of his capi^l-t- 
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to d^ifure the behaviour of KurramS'mg o!!l 
bccafions, and to threaten him with the vengance of heaven, 
for thus oppofing the views of an infpired perfon; Kurrum Sing 
however only waited for an opportunity to deted his hypocrify, 
and cxpofe him to the world, which fortunately fbon happened. 


Topreferve the reputation, he had thus acquired for fanftlty, 
theimpoftor, among other tricks, ufed frequently at night, and by 
Health, to depofit a velTel filled with fweet meats under ground. 
This in the morning was produced to his followers, as a prefent 
from the divinity, declaring at the fame time, that none fhould 
partake of the contents, but fuch as vowed, to the utmoft of their 
ability, to join in the extermination of the MooJJulmaun Race, as 
enemies to their own Prophet and his religion. 


This farce was for a long time coniinuccl, and had ferved to 
imprefs the minds of his followers, with the highell rcfpeft and 
veneration for his chara6lcr, but the time was now arrived for his 
deteftion; Kurrum Sing, who was well verfed in the arts and 
deceits praftifed by Fakeers* upontlie vulgar, dire^ied fome of 
his own people to repair privately to the place, where the veflel 
was depofited,, and, after having thrown away the contents, to give 
a.more effectual air of ridicule to the difeovery, to replace them 
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by a quantity of horfe dung; In the morning, when as ufual, the 
VelTel was brought out, the company aflembled, fhewed marks of 
the utmoft horror and aftonifhment. 


But, the pretended Prophet not difinayed by the accident, 
replied to their enquiries with a fedate and unruffled counte> 
nance; that the rcafon of this extraordinary change was ma- 
niicit, as tlie great founder of their leligion, had chofen this 
method to evince his refentment, of their late impious condu£l, 
in concluding a treaty with Moossulman CnitFS, who 
were the acknowledged enemies of their own faith; 

This harangue, however .impudent, would have been at¬ 
tended with the defi red effect, had not Kurrum Smg at that 
inflant, ftepped forth from the crowd of chiefs, by which the 
Impollor was encircled; and in the moll public manner ac¬ 
companied with farcaftic obfervations, and much levity, expofed 
the whole of the deceit, which he had caufed to be prafclifeJ the 
preceding night. 

The charm was now dilToIved, the remaining chiefs aftiamed of 
having fubmitted to an impofition fo grofs, now abumloaed him 
to his fate, and be was left with only about looo of his own 
people, but the peafantry of the country, wdio, from reftieffnefs 
of fpirit, are always ready to change their rulers, ftill adheicd to 
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bis intereftsi aud having joined him in great numbers, brou^t 
with them an abundant fupply of provifions and other nece£- 
faries. 

The Fannee^ without proteflion, was in no condition to refift, 
and the Seik chiefs, although they would no longer embrace the 
Impoftor’s caufe, were neverihelefs unwilling to fight againft him, 
he, therefore, foon got pofleflion of the Rannee’s country, and 
had formed the fiege of Lodhana,* about the fame time, 
that Mr. Thomas, as we have before related, made himfelf mailer 
of the fort of Bhaut. 

It was in this fituation of her affairs, when reduced almoll 
to extremity, that the Rannee determined to apply to Mr, 
Thomas for, 4 /» affiflance in expelling the Impolfor from her 
territories; with this intention, flie difpatclicd a confidential 
fcivant to his camp, who on her part premifed him a renumera¬ 
tion of a lack of rupees, if he would efpoufe tier caufe, and 
reinitate hev fon the young Rajah in his authority. 

She promifed morever, to fend him an annual tribute of 50,000 
rupees, if he would guarantee her fon, in the undiflurbed pof- 
feifion of it. 


Confah the 
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Mr* iThoidaM, tho' well aware, that by accepting the prdEeat 
offer, he fhould draw on himfelfa procraftinated war, nevcrthelefi, 
obferves with that humane coniideration, which always marked 
his charafler, that the fallen condition of an antient and honor¬ 
able family, had great weight with him in forming his refolution 
on this head. 


In the mean time, the Impoftor hearing of the negotiations 
betwixt the Rannee and Mr. Thomas, fent tlie latter a letter, in 
which he ftated, that having called to his afliftance Runjeet Sing, 
and others the moll: powerful among the Seik chiefs, he was 
now on his march againft Mr. Thomas; and advifed him if he 
wiflied for quarter to fend a Vakeel, direflly to his camp; In this 
letter,arrogating to himfelf the title of fucceflbr of Nanick and 
foverelgn of the Seik nation, he recommended implicit 
obedience to his commands; Equally indignant at the flylc of the 
Impodor’s addrefs, as he was regardlefs of his menaces, Mr, 
Thomas replied, that had he feared the power of the Seiks, he 
would not have penetrated thus far into die Punjab, that he was 
accuflomed to and not to fend Vakeels, and, that if the 

ImpoUor wiflied to live on amicable terms, he mull not only pay 
a fum of money as others had been compelled to do, but likewife 
immediately evacuate the territories, which he had fo unjuftly 
ufurped from the infant Rajah. 
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Theboldptfs of this anfwer only contributed to incenfe the 
Impoftor, and he prepared to attack Mr. Thomas. 

Mean while, the young Rajah, defparing of profiting by a 
longer ftay with the chief of Pattialah, of his own accord took 
leave, and came ftralt to Mr. Thomas’s camp, “ The comely 
** appearance (fays he) of this youth, his fallen condition, and, 
** above all, the confidence he (hewed, in placing his whole 

reliance on one, againfl; whom, he was fo lately leagued in 
** enmity, altogether influenced me in his favor, and determined 
** me to ufe every exertion in fupport of his caufe,” 

The IinpoRor, who by this time had reinforced his army with 
the troops of Pattialah and others, was encamped in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, but, on Mr. Thomas’s advancing*, he thought proper 
to retreat, and his people having no artillery, evacuated the 
different polls much falter than Mr. Thomas could advance to 
take pofleffion; So rapid was his march, that in one place ho 
found the bed, palankeen, tent, and baggage, belonging to the 
Impollor, who by a timely retreat faved himfelf from being made 
prif:iner, and never afterwards occafloned any dilturbance. 

The Rannce and her fon were put in pofleflion of their country, 
the moll a6live of the rebels were lei^ed and it was not long 
before the Rajah’s authority was completely rc-cflabliflied. 
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During tihiefe tran{a< 5 tions« the chiefofPattialah, having been 
joined by others, advanced to attack Mr. Thomas with a 
determination to expel him the country; feveral Ikirmilhes 
enfued between the armies, but without much eSed on either 
fide, neither party being defirous of rifking a general engage¬ 
ment ; the war was therefore carried on in a defultory manner, 
the Seiks, wifiied by annoying his foraging parties to cut off 
the fupplies from his camp, this mode alfo prevented him, from 
making colleftions, and, tho’ nothing ferious occurred, yet 
the feene of aftion being on the borders of the young Rajah’s 
country, occafioned great lofs to the cultivation of the lands; 
Mr. Thomas therefore would willingly have carried the war 
immediately into the enemies territories; to this, however, 
neither the Rajah or his mother would confent, but, with the 
moft prelfing intreaties, requefled him to remain while the 
Seiks continued in that neighbourhood. 


So long as prudence allowed, Mr. Thomas, willingly liflen- 
ed to the folicitations of his allies, but his ammunition begin¬ 
ning to fall fhort, he was reluctantly compelled to march toward 
his own country to procure a fupply. 

The Seiks, as he had forefeen, harrafled him on the march, 
but their attempts proving ineffe6lual to do him any eflential 
injury, only incited him to retaliate, by deftroying their villages 
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Its lie palf^'atonjE^, Direfting his inarch towards Hanfi, he per¬ 
ceived not without fatisfaflion that the whole of the Seik’s army 
were foilowiDg him, by which means the country of his youthful 
ally would at leaft for the prefent be free, from their depredations. 

It muft now be remarked that previous to Mr. Thomas’s let¬ 
ting out for the Punjab frontier, the chiefs of Keithul, and Jeinit 
two of his moft powerful neighbours, had concluded a treaty, 
l^rwhich they agreed to a celfation of hoftilities during his 
abfence ; to abftain from the invafion of his territories, and allow 
him to profecute the war againft his enemies; Thofe chiefs per¬ 
ceiving the ftrong combination, which had been formed againft 
Mr. Thomas, now joined themfelves to his other enemies; He 
therefore prepared to punifh them; having by forced marches 
got a head of the Seik army, Mr. Thomas firft led his troops 
againft the fort of Kanhori which he took by ftorm and put 
the garrifon to the fword.. 

The acquifition of this fortrefs, which was only 30 cofs diftant 
from Puttialah was of great confequence to him; Situated on the 
borders of his own territory, and near the Cuggur river, it ap¬ 
peared fo well calculated for a depofit of ftores,and ammunition; 
that he repaired the fortifications, and placed in it a ftrong garri- 
fon. Then colle£ling hoftages from the neighbouring diftticls. 
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Mr. Thoinas next marched and laid fiege to S^eedoo, a town 
dependant upon the chief of Jeind; this place was built of brick, 
and the walls of uncommon height; having erefted three re¬ 
doubts, in which he placed eighteen cannon, twelve and fix 
pounders, he began to batter the fort, and kept up an incefifant 
fire until three o’clock in the afternoon; at this time, fearing, 
that the place might be reinforced during the enfuing night, 
Mr. Thomas determined on an immediate aflault; the garrifon 
confided of 700 men, 300 of which, remained within the fort, and 
the reft Tallying out, defcended into the ditch, which crolfing 
with rapidity, they commenced an attack upon Mr. Thomas’s 
advanced ports, but molt of the party, among whom, were fome 
chiefs of dirtinflion, were put to the fword; Mr. Thomas’s foldiers, 
in their turn, attempted to mount the breach, but thefcaling lad¬ 
ders being found too fhort, and the ftorming party, at the fame 
inftant, alfailed by the remainder of the troops within the garrifon, 
thefc gallant men were involved in the greatert difficulty, and 
entirely expoled to the enemy’s (hot, which fell fo thick among 
them, and diiv fo much execution, that after a defpernte and 
hard fought conflict of two hours, Mr. Thomas was com¬ 
pelled to retire, with the lols of 430 of his beft men; The 
gallant Mr. Hopkins, who had been confpicuous for his ar¬ 
dour throughout the attack, on this occafion, received another 
fevere wound,. 
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The enemy, who had likewife fuffered greatly, now attempted 
to cfcape from the fort, and to cut their way through Mr. 
Thomas’s troops; This, notwithftanding every exertion on hi& 
part, they effefted, and having taken fhelter in a thick foreft in the 
neighbourhood, Mr. Thomas thought it ufelefs to purfue them 
any longer, but returned to take poffeflion of the fort. 

During this tranfa£lion, the Seik army lay wiihin eighteen cofs, 
and that ofBappoo Scindiah, only nine, though both, happily for 
Mr. Thomas remained quiet. 

He next marched to Kythul; Here the Rajah of Puttialah and 
others of the Seik chiefs, fent Vakeels into his camp to negotiate 
a peace; Mr. Thomas on his part was lincerely inclined to put 
an end to the war, as he was well informed, that the army of Mr. 
Perron was now on its march from Delhi, for the avowed pur- 
pofe of affording aid to the Seiks. They likewife, had recently 
been informed, that difturbances prevailed in their own country 
and therefore haflened to conclude the prefent negotiations.' It 
was agreed therefore that the Seiks fhould pay the fum of 
1,35,000 rupees, and renounce all pretenfions to the country of 
Roy Kellaun; That the Rajah of Puttiala, fliould be reconciled to 
his fitter, with whom he had been fo long at variance, that this lady 
fhould be rcimburfed for the property; that had been confifeated;. 
That certain dittrids fltould be ceded to Mr. Thomas, and finally, 
that the Rajah of Puttialah fliould keep two battalions of infantry 






in oonftent jtoy, who were to be ftationed for the defence of thi 
Punjaub frontier, as a mutual fafeguard to either party. 


Thus, (fays Mr. Thomas in his ufual manly and energetic 
“ drain,) ended a campaign of feven months, in which I had 
been more fuccefsful than I could poflibly have expefted, 
“ when I firft took the Geld, with a force confiding of 5,000 
“ men and thirty-fix pieces of cannon ; I lod in killed, wound- 
“ ed and difabled, nearly one third of my force; but the enemy 
“ lod 5,000 perfons of all defcriptions, I realized near 200,00a 
” rupees, exclufive of the pay of my array, and was to receive 
“ an additional 1,00,000 for the hodages which were delivered 
“ up, I explored ihe country, formed alliances, and, in fhort, 
*' was dictator in all the countries belonging to-the Seiks, 
“ fouih of the river Suticdge.* 


* I^tforc we take leave of this inicrefting coantry, it may not bs improper toa.lvcrt to 
two of the D.fiihrata oi Maj r Kennel, which from a perufal of his excellent Memoir, 
accompanying the mnp of Hindoftan, appear to be as follows : — 

Fir/l to afeertaia tbe cxillence of a canal, which was to have been cut by the order of ihc 
Emperor F XROS from the river Suticdge, to the Jumnn, the execution of which defign 
would have opened a commiinitaiion by water from Cabul to AflTam. 

Sercjnf ihe altars of ALEXANDER, whLh, according to mufl; have been fituatcJ 

between the Bcyah and the SutLdg'-, near the modern city of Ferozepore*. 

It is much to be regretted, thit the fpirit of modern travel has not yet reached ihefe 
diftant, tho* to the Britllh ration, not wholly inacccffible regions, as no dojbt mniy 
very curious particulars in ancient hiflory'', which have hitherto remained in oblcuriiy* 
mightby diligent anJ accurate inveftigation be brought to light. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ReJleBions,—Combination formed againjl Mr. Thomas.— 
Commencement of Hof ilities—Battle withCA p t a i n Sm i x h— 
death of Mr. Hopkins— Mr. Thomas’s opponents 
become more and more formidable—Treacherous defigns of his 
Oficers—Multiplied difficulties — Mr. Thomas is compelled 
to fy—Reaches Han si— He capitulates — Arrives at the 
Britifi frontier—His death and charaEler. 

LIKE a fea worn mariner, who after encountering the dangers 
and hardfliips of a long and tedious voyage, is at length gratified 
with the fight of land, or as a beniglitcd traveller on his road 
after a weary journey lofing himfelf in defert wilds; or betrayed 
by falfe tra6ls in the treacherous fnow, looks forward to the en¬ 
joyments of his peaceful home, fo, are we happy to perceive a 
profpeftof terminating our labours, in view of adefired haven. 
To this haven, after a little more tolling on the tempeftuous ocean 
of life, and a few more viciflitudes of fortune, we are anxious to 
condu£l our friend and hero, and after fharing with him the perils 
and dangers of the voyage, finally to place him in that Afylum, 
where every trouble is forgotten, and where every forrow ceafes 
to exift. 



HwmrfUittimftg, might ap]^ear, the terminaticiri of the cam. 
pajgii, Mr. Thomas's good fortune, may at this period be faid to 
have attained its meridian fpendour, fince, a dark cloud, which 
bad long been gathering over his head, was now preparing to 
difcharge its malignant contents; Its baneful influence threatened 
even the utter extirpations of thofe hopes of fortune and 
independance, by which he had fo long been buoyed up, and 
which had therefore taken deep root in his afpiring mind. 

But as the combination, which was about to be formed againfl: 
him, was in the end produftive of his downfal, and the death blow 
to his hopes, it will be neceflary in this place, to take a retrofpec- 
tive Purvey of the ilrcngth and rcfources of that part of the 
Marhatta Empire, v/ilh which he was entering on an interefting 
and eventful wailarc. 

This will equally enable us, to comprehend the fituation of his 
numerous and powerful enemies; as to appreciate the exertion 
of thofe faculties and talents, which were now called forth, and 
which place his laft llruggles for thefupport of his authority, in a 
point of view highly creditable to his general charafler. On the 
death of Madhajee Scindiah in 1794, he was fucceeded in his 
poflelTions and authority by his nephew Dowlut Row Scindiah; 
This youth though of promifing parts, was by no means equal 
in< capacity to his renow’ned uncle. 
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Tjbrat politic Prince, aware of the advantages to be derived 
ftoxn the pra(Stice of the European fyftem of taftics, and the 
Introdu6lion of military difcipline into his armies, had, by the 
alTiflance of General Duboign, raifed feveral brigades of infantry, 
which he left entire to his nephew; Shortly after his elevation, 
Dowlut Row, conftituted Mr. Perron his commander in chief, 
whofe influence has continued to fway the mind of his mailer, 
from that period until the prefent time. 

The force thus raifed, amounted to 40 thoufand infantry, 30 
thouland cavalry, with 500 pieces of heavy artillery. 

This acceffion of force, though difperfed over an extenfive tra6l 
of country, the fruits of the late Scindiah’s conquefts, could, when 
circumftances required, be brought to aft in concert. 

On the other fide, Holkar, the ruler of Indore, (a province 
fituatedjn the centre of the Deccan) could at this time command 
an army of 50,000 men, with 300 pieces of cannon, and lalUy, 
the Seiks, who as we have already feen, were able to bring into 
the field nearly an equal number. 

Holkar, however, not being at variance with Mr. Thomas 
mull not therefore be numbered among h.is enemies though the 
prodigious acceidion of force againll him, in an union of the Seiks, 
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and Stmdiah, vm, of itfelf fufficient to sSlound and overwhelai 

him.’ 


To countera£l the defigns of his enemies, Mr. Thomas, at the 
period we are fpeaking of, had an army-, whofe utmoft force 
confilled of 8 battalions of infantry, amounting in all to 6,000 men, 
50 pieces of cannon, well appointed and well ferved, 1,000 
cavalry, and 15 hundred Rohillahs, with about 2,000 men, who 
garrifoned his different forts, but with this force, comparatively 
fo fmall, he had a fpirit and elevation of mind not to be fubdued 
by accident, or depreffecl by ill fortune, and not only waited the 
event with firmnefs, but declared previous to the commencement 
of hollilities, that if his refources in money did not fail he 
doubted not with his prefent army, to hold out againft the efforts 
of all the native Princes of India. 

To preferve however the thread of our narration, it will now 
be neceffary to remark, that repeated letters had lately been Cent 
by Scindiah to Mr. Thomas, to induce him to a£l in conjunflion 
with Mr. Pc ron, againlt their common enemies. 

In anfwer, he reprefentcJ that Mr. Perron, and himfelf being 
fubjefls of different nations, then in a ftate of aflual hoffility againlt 
each other, it was impoffible they could ever aft in concert, or 
with cordiality; He was moreover convinced, that as a Frenchman 
and poffeffedofa national enmity againft him, Mr. Perron would 



jalwaf& be induced to mpreleut hb adions^ in a. light moftosu 
favourable to his interefts; That principles of honor on tber 
prefent occafion, forbad his afting under the command of a 
Frenchman; but, if Scindiah was really delirous of employmg 
him to the advantage of the ftate, or to his own benefits, he 
might bellow on him a feparatc command, under the controul of 
a Marhatta general, or, concludes Mr. Thomas with much fpirit, 
“ Ihould you think proper to appoint me to the mannagement 
** of operations, either ofienfive, or defenfive in any part of the 
** Deccan, Hindollaun, or Punjab, 1 am ready, and willing to 
** undertake the charge, fo foon as the neccflaiy arrangements 

for the payment of my troops can be completed.” 

In reply to this reprefentation, Scindiah, who had been tutored 
for the occafion by Mr. Perron, urged in th.e ftrongefl manner 
the impoflibility of confenting to Mr. Thomas’s requcll, as it 
would ferve as an unfavourable precedent, he recommended 
moreover, that in the prefent inllance the national enmity of tliefe 
commanders fliould be laid afide; and their mutual exertions 
made for the general benefit of the fervice, but at all events 
defired Mr. Thomas to fufpend his refolution, until his own 
arrival in Hindoollaun, 

Some time after the above correfpondence, Mr. Perron wrote 
to Mr. Thomas, requefting him to fend a Vakeel to confer upon 
the fubjeft, for the mutual benefit of cither party. 
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Tl^ requefl: was inftantly complied with, and Mr. Thoimlifs 
Vakeel, having received the neceff-iry inftruflions, was difpatched 
to Delhi; arriving at Mr, Perron’s camp, which was pitched in 
the neighbourhood of that city, he was received in a manner the 
moft cordial and flattering. 

The afidirs of Sclndia were at this time in a fituation, that by 
no means juftified a protraclcd war in his pofleflions in Hindof- 
tan, being himfelf engaged in an eventful and difficult contelt 
with liis ancient enemy JefTvv’unt Row Ilolkar. 

The cautious chief therefore thought, that to temporife with 
Mr. Thomas would be the moft eligible method; as Ite might 
in the courfe of his prefent warfare, have occafion for the fcrvices 
of Mr. Perron’s troops.’ 

In liis maflers name thercfoie, Mr. Perron, requefled an inter¬ 
view; The fort of Bchaclur Ghur was the place named for the 
meeting, on his approach to that place, hir. Thomas was informed 
that Mr. Perron had put to death a Siek chief, who had lately 
revolted from Scindiah, and of whofc perfon he had got pofief. 
fion by treacherous means. 

This intelligence induced Mr, Thomas, to obferve the greateft 
circmyifpeflion in the approaching interview; Captain Smith, 

D d s 
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tbt lcsi o officer in the honorable Eafl: India Company*s 
iiervice, was difpatched by Mr. Perron to meet and condu6l him 
to the. Marhatta camp; Mr. Thomas took along with him on 
this occafion 300 cavalry, and two of his mofl; approved batr 
talions ; being determined to afford no opportunity to his enemies 
to elfeft his ruin by treacherous means. 


In the month of September, after fome previous negotiation 
between the parties, Mr. Perron and Mr. Thomas met for the 
liift time, at the town of Behadur Ghur; Mr. Thomas having 
received recent information, that the affuirs of Scindiah prefented 
an unfavourable afpeft, and that chief was unequal to the conteft 
with JelTwunt Row Holkar, hoped the prefent interview would 
be produflive of an amicable adjuftmentof all former differences 
and cflablifh the future tranquillity and good underflanding of 
both parties. 

In this, however, he was deceived, for at the fecond days meet¬ 
ing, he was much furprifed by a demand equally fudden as uneK- 
pefted from Mr. Perron, requefling him to give up the diftrifl of 
J)jur entirely to the Maihattas; in lieu of this, he was to receive 
for the fupport of his battalions, the monthly fum of 50,000 
rupees, and henceforth to be conlidercd as the immediate fervant 
of Dowlut Row Scindiah, 
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tills propofal might have been forereen, Mu 
Thomas gave it a pofitive denial; and perceiving the nature o^, 
the dcfign formed againft him, was aware, that he fliould be 
required to a6l againft Holkar in the prei'ent war, and, if it proved 
unfavorable to the interefts of that chief, and his authority was 
fubverted; Scindia would not only difcontinue the payment of 
the monthly fum, now offered to Mr. Thomas, but compel him 
to accept of any terms the Marhaita Government might think 
proper to impofe. 

Forthefe reafons, Mr. Thomas, without further difeufiion on 
the fubjcfl, abruptly broke up the conference, and marched 
away in dlfguft.. 

Pacific meafures being now at an end, Mr. Perron to begin 
the war with advantage, repaired direclly to Jyjur, which being 
unfortified, he immediately took poffenion; Mr. Thomas had 
ftill left, the fort of George Ghur, in v'hich having ftationed 
800 men, he expetfed would hold out a confiderable time, nor 
was he deceived; La Fontaine a commander in Mr. Perron's 
fervice, having approached that place in the hope of taking it by 
alTault, was fo warmly received by the garrifon as to be com¬ 
pelled to retreat with confiderable lofs. 

The period however of Mr. Thomas’s final difeomfiture was 
not far off; His enemies preffed on him on all fides with 0.0- 
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curnttlA^d vigour, and private treachery coming in .aid of 
public misfortune, he was foon reduced to a fituation the mod 
painfully diflrefling. 

The force of Mr. Perron at this time confided of lo battalions 
of infantry, 6oco horfe, a body of Rohillas, and 6o pieces of 
heavy artillery. The Seilis were hkewife preparing to fend 
againft him a confiderable force, and in addition to thele threatened 
evils, fcveral of his own ddlri£l.s perceiving the difallrous litua- 
tion of his affairs, joined their effurts to thofeof his enemies. 

A part of Mr. Perron’s forces was commanded by Captain 
Smith, whom wc have before had occafion to notice, while a 
fecond divifion was led by Mr. Lewis. 

On his arrival at Ilanfi, Mr. Thomas loft no time in completing 
his ammunition and other ftore.s; his intention w'as ftrft to attack 
Mr. Lewis, but Captain Smith having lately invefted the fort 
of George Ghur, by which means the collef'tions in that dilhicl 
were interrupted, he refolvcd to proceed to its relief. 

George Ghur* is a fraall fort erefted by Mr. Thomas, when 
he firft took poflcITion of the purgunnahs made over to him by 

• Fcr this account of ihc pofition of Ccor^c Cbur^ I am indebted to the kindnefs of my 
friend Captain Salkdd of the cavalry. 



A* B GEORGE THOMAS, 

Appakftndarow'; it is fituated 4 cofs fouth of Jyjur, aiid 30 di§ 
tant from Delhi. The unquiet ftate of the purgunnahs hai in¬ 
duced Mr, Thomas to ere£l this fort with a view to overawe the 
neighbouring villages, and when finilhed he placed a ftrong body 
of troops in it for its defence. 

Mr. Thomas having left a body of Rohillas to defend HanfT, 
advanced towards Captain Smith, and after a march of 11 cofs 
encamped at the town of Mahim, Mr. Lewis at this time being 
17 cofs to the north weft of that place. 

Here he was informed that Captain Smith who had got im*. 
perfe6l intelligence of his advance, had withdrawn his guns from, 
the batteries and ftruck his camp, 

Mr. Thomas having ordered the cavalry to proceed with all 
expedition, continued his march with the infantry towards 
George Ghur, wliere on his arrival late in the evening he learnt 
that Captain Smith had retreated. 

Early on the enfuing morning Mr. Thomas commenced the 
purfuit, but Moortuza Khnwn the commandant of his fecond 
regiment who had received orders to proceed in advance, and cut 
of the retreat of Captain Smith, moft unaccountably loft his 
road, and the foldiers being fatigued did not come up with their 
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colours ; with the only battalion that remained Mr. Thomas on 
reaching the rear of Captain Smith’s line of march commenced 
the attack; Captain Smith in order to cover the retreat of his 
artillery, and baggage, drew up to receive Mr. Thomas, and 
after a flight cannonade continued his route; at this time Mr. 
Thomas’s fecond regiment made its appearance of which from 
the caufes before flated, not more than 70 men had yet come up, 
and they advancing incautioufly into a field of Joar* on the right, 
without having previoufly reconnoitred, were fuddenly attacked 
by a battalion of the enemy; his men being fo few in number 
made but a feeble refiflance, and before they had time to unlimber, 
the enemy took pofieflion of 4 of their guns. 

Mr. Thomas hearing of this difafter immediately advanced to 
the relief of his troops; he was attended on this occafion by 
Afalut Khawn, a native oflicer formerly in the fervice of the 
Eafl India Company, they charged the enemy with vigor fword 
in hand, and after a fevere conflifl in which the comman lant of 
the enemy was taken prifoner, gave them a complete d<. feat. 

Mr. Thomas’s men, thinned in tlieir numbers, and exhaufled 
with fatigue, were unable to continue the purfuit, he fent his 
cavalry however after the fugitives, who picked up fevcral 
ftands of colours, and fmall arms which had been thrown away 
in the retreat. 


^ A g’-ain verr common in India, 
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In this encounter the enemy loft 700 men, while that of 
Thomas did not exceed one hundred, and had it not been for the 
foldier like precautions taken by Captain Smith in fending for¬ 
ward his artillery and baggage, while he made head againft Mr. 
Thomas with his infantry, the whole would inevitably have been 
captured, as it was, he loft the greater part of his ammunition 
and baggage. 


Captain Smith on his defeat returned to Jyjur, and Mr. Thomas 
pitched his camp about two miles diftant from that place. 


In the morning he was preparing for a fecond attack when 
his hircarrahs who had been on the look out, brought intelligence 
of the approach of Mr. Lewis from an oppofite dire£lion and 
his own troops being not only fatigued, but many of them dif- 
perfed in fearch of plunder, he did not think it advifeable at 
that time to hazard an engagement. 


Mr. Thomas now returned to George Ghur, but had fcarcely 
reached that place when he received intelligence of Mr. Peron’s 
army having arrived at Byree, 3 cofs from his own encampment. 

On the enfuing morning the enemy prepared to attack him. 
His fituation was at this lime critical; the battalions who had 
before retreated from George Ghur now came back, and took 
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poft wkhin cannon Ihot to the eaftward of his encampment; the 
force under Mr, Lewis was ftationcd to the South Weft; while 
the enemies numerous cavalry attacked him in front. 

About 4 o’clock in the afternoon the aftion commenced by a 
heavy cannonade on both fides; the motions of the enemy had 
induced Mr. Thomas to divide his army according to the ground 
he occupied, the advantage of which, allowing for the quality 
of the troops, was much in his favor, but his battalions not 
being accuftomed to be expofed to a cannonade, he drew up his 
army on a loofe fand which thereby deadened the fliot and pre¬ 
vented their riling after the firft graze. 

His force confifled of lo battalions of infantry, 50 pieces of 
cannon, Coo Rohillas, and about 500 cavalry, not exceeding in 
the aggregate 5000 men, of which number only 4000 could be 
brought into a£lion. 

Of this force 5 battalions were oppofed to Mr. Lewis, two 
were affigned for the battalions oppofite the centre of his line, 
and three to fuftain the fhock of the enemy’s horfc; on the 
commencement of the aflion Mr. Lewis’s divifion came on brifldy 
having their guns at the drag ropes, Mr. Thomas by a rapid 
difeharge of round and grape ihot from his artillery, at firft 
threw them into confufion, and had he been able at this moment 
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to fir«¥eitt t^ps from giving way^ would have entirely ^ 
feated the enemy, but the center of his line at this time being 
hard prefled by the enemy’s cavalry, gave way and no c£Fort 
could prevent the remainder from following their example. 

This rendered an immediate and fpirited advance neceflary to 
fupport; for this purpofe Mr. Thomas ordered Mr. Hopkins 
with the right wing, and Mr. Bisch the left, to advance and 
charge with bayonets in their refpeftive wings, which fervice 
they performed with no lefs gallantry than fuccefs. 

The enemy halted, and began to retreat, but a heavy fire 
being Hill continued from their numerous and well ferved 
artillery, Mr. Thomas’s people fell in great numbers, which the 
enemy’s cavalry perceiving charged a fecond time. 

They were not only repulfed with lofs, but purfued by Mr. 
Thomas’s horfe to a confiderable diftance from the field of 
battle, at this time, intelligence was brought to Mr. Thomas,'who 
was on the left wing, that Mr. Hopkins had received a fevere 
contufion by a cannon Ihot, which broke his leg, this circum- 
ftance fo difheartened his men, that they fell back in diforder, and 
increafed the confufion in the centre of his line. 

A ftrong detachment of the enemy, who were ftationed in 
Mr. Thomas’s rear prevented his receiving any fupport from 
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to tiiein, smA be could onlf fpare one liau 
ttfien to fupport tbe centre; this bodf however ccmduSed 
Ijbentlelves with fo much gallantry, that could Mr. Thomas have 
afiPorded the additional aid of lOO refolute men, they might have 
advanced, and would in all probability have decided the fate of 
the day. 


Night approaching and his people being fatigued with the 
fevere fervice they had undergone, deferted their colours and 
took fhelter in the neighbouring ravines.. 

Mr. Thomas exerted every elFort to rally them, but without 
eflPe6l; In this exigency he called in a body of Rohillas, who had 
been flationed in an adjoining village, for the protefiion of the 
baggage, and to llinmlate their exertions to a renewal of the 
attack, proffered, but in vain, a large increafe of pay. 

Both armies now drew off, and during the night lay on their 
arms, and the next morning after a fliort and but diftant can¬ 
nonade the enemy left Mr. Thomas raafler of the field of battle. 


In this aflion, the enemy loft two thoufand men, and 30 pieces' 
of artillery; Mr. Thomas’s lofs was 700 men and 20 pieces of 
cannon, rendered unfit for further fervice; the caufe of this lofs 
in artillery, was occafioned partly, by his cannon being difraounted 
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eaeUKfi Biot, and partly by the breaking of their axle trem 
aa the ckrriafes of thegunS) inftead of recoiling as ufual after the 
difoharge, from the nature of the ibil^ being a deep and heavy 
land, ftopt fhort and broke. 

A few days after this a£lion, the gallant Mr. Hopkins died 
of his wounds, the death of this young man was a great lofs to 
Mr; Thomas’s interefts, and the firranefs of his behaviour during 
the whole of his fervice, as well as the manly refignation, which 
he exhibited at the clofe of life, (lamps his charafter as an amiable 
man, a brave and gallant foldier.*- 

The enemy were daily reinforced by confiderable numbers, 
among the nribofwhom, were the troops under Bapoo Scindiab, 
Goordut Sing, Bunga Sing, Jpnde Sing, and fevoral other Seik 
chieftains, added their forces on the prefent occafion, Runject 
Sing alfo ruler of Buripoor, the Hattrafs Rajah, Ramdeen 
of Katheler and the troops of Rajah ‘Ramdial, and Neen Sing 
from the Northern parts of the Dooab completed this formida¬ 
ble aggregate. 

To do Juftice to the memory of my frieid, I cannoS on tins occafion, forbear to 
mention^ that after the dcdih of the gallant youth, ^/^r. "i hoira^, with a liberality of 
fpirit which rcflt^ils thchigheft cicdit on hia charafler, fent tic young man*&dift onfolatc 
fifter (then become an orphan by hei father’s death) a prefent of a,ooo rupees with a 
promlfe, if that fum was not thought fufEcient to fupply her wants^ to exteed hit bctiero* 
leacci though oot of the remains of a ruiotd fortune of his own. 
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Thixty thou&^meny and a train of no pieces of artillery’, 
had now furrounded Mr. Thomas on all fides; they fo much 
overawed the neighbouring peafantry, that they not only im¬ 
mediately fubmitted, but, difcontinued their ufual fupplies of 
provifions for his camp, by which means his difficulties were fo 
feverely augmented, that all he could now hope for, was an im¬ 
mediate attack on his camp, thereby to afford him an opportunity 
of evincing the bravery of his fmall force, by a vigorous and de- 
jcifive encounter. 


But being too weak to draw out his force in the open field, he 
was compelled to remain without his lines and fortify the camp 
in the beft poffible manner, by drawing round it a hedge of the 
fame kind of thorn trees, he had made ufe of, when under fimilar 
embarraffment in the Jypoor dominions. 

Having provided for tlie fecurity of his camp, and poffeffmg 
a ftock of provifions fufficient for a months confumption, he de¬ 
termined to remain in his prefent polition, until alliftance could 
arrive from Luckwah, who on the commencement of hoffilities, 
had given him affurances of coming to his fupport. 

On the right of his encampment, adivifion of Mr. Perron’s 
force had thrown up fome entrenched works, but Mr. Thomas 
by a brilk fire from his guns, quickly compelled them to abandon 
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it, wWcIi %ourea by the darknefs of the night, they accom 
pliftied. 

Skirmifiies between the armies daily took place, in which the 
troops of Mr. Thomas, though much inferior in point of num¬ 
bers, had manifeflly the advantage. 

The enemys cavalry conilantly hovered round his camp to 
annoy his foraging parties, and prevent fupplies of provifions 
from getting in; Though inferior to the enemy, in point of 
numbers Mr. Thomas’s cavalry, from aflive and conftant fer- 
vice had a decided advantage, and fo very alert were his people, 
that two of the principal commanders of the enemy narrowly 
efcaped being made prifoners, in an attempt to furprife his 
camp. 

Warned at length by experience that nothing was to be gain¬ 
ed by thefe defultory attacks, and that Mr. Thomas flrenuoufly 
perfevered in his fyllem of keeping clofe within his lines, they 
endeavoured to effeCl by corrupt and treacherous means, what 
they had vainly hoped to accomplifli by open and manly war¬ 
fare. 

It mull here be remarked, that the families of feveral of Mr. 
Thomas’s officers refided within Mr, Perron’s diftrifls; He, 
in order to avail hirafelf of their dependant fituation and acce- 
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Iffatte Mr; Th<»X)as*s ruin, had at the commencement of hofttiities 
|»laced a guard over their refpeftive houfes; among the princi. 
pal were the families of Shah Tab Khawn and Khirrate Khawn, 
the former a colleftor of Mr. Thomas’s revenue, and the latter, 
the commandant of his firll machlock regiment. 

Thefe men, who had been at firft confined by Mr. Perron, 
were afterwards liberated and fent for by him to the fort of Coel 
his place of refidence. 

He there by prefent bribes and dill larger promifes of reward 
in future, perfuaded them to join in cfFedling the ruin of their 
principal, the ungrateful men although they had on various 
occaficns, experienced the greatefl: proofs of kindnefs and bene¬ 
volence from Mr. Thomas, and whom he had raided from low 
fituations in his army to authority and command, fcrupled not to 
defert him in the hour of his ddlrcfs, and to join with his enemies 
in hallening his downfal. 

Their opportunities, to this, v/erc too favourable, Shah 

Tab Khawn, who commanded in the fort of George Gimr, had 
caufed feme Hacks of hay within the fort, which formed the 
chief fupport of his cattle, to be treacheroufiy fet on fire, the 
fmall fupply of grain alfo, which now conflituted the fupport of 
the garrifon, was privately made away with, by means equally 
nefarious. 
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l^ot c<»ste(|iit irithtlie d}e€t already produced on the minus oc 
Mr. Thomas’s people by circumftances fo untoward, thefe per¬ 
fidious men were conftantly inftilling into the minds of the troops, 
the periloufnefs of their fituation, and apparent impoffibiljty, of 
ever extricating themfelves except by fubmiffion to the enemy 
and uniting with them,—of thefe treacherous defigns Mr. Thomas 
Was not informed until it was too late to frullrate their effeft, by 
any exertions on his part; Luckwah, whom he impatiently ex- 
pefted, did not arrive, and other chiefs, who had promifed their 
aflillance, not only wiiheld it, but aftually joined his enemies; 
about this time likewife Colonel Helling the commandant of 
Agra arrived and added himfelf to the number of Mr. Thomas's 
foes. 

Several of his ofTieers wliofe habitations were in Mr. Perron’s 
diftri£ls deferred from his camp, his cattle, were either killed or 
difabled, his grain had failed, and his ammunition fell fliort; 
With the uimoll exertion, he was fcarccly able to procure grain, 
by detaching parlies fecretly at night, who brought him in a 
fcanty fupply in the morning, though not without frequent di¬ 
minution of his fmall force in cavalry. 

In this diftrefs; Mr. Thomas, had no refource, but either to 
attack the enemy by n’ght, to Tally forth and try the event of a 
conteft in the day, or, attended by his cavalry to attempt his ic- 
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114#'MvJftg thQ /^antfy to make the beii terms they cdtild 
itiith me enemy. 

After mature deliberation he refolved to attack the enemy and 
force his way to Hanfi, which if he could reach in fafety, he hop¬ 
ed to be able to continue his refiflance with elFe(5t, until aflif- 
ilance fiiould arrive from Luckwah. 

He accordingly gave the neceflary direftions for carrying this 
refolution into effeft; But his people, fufpe6ling his intention 
of returning to Hanfi, now began to pack up their baggage and 
openly to defert the camp, 

On receiving intimation of this defign, Mr. Thomas aficmbled 
the officers and enquired of them the caufe of this commotion; 
He was informed, that no reliance could be placed on the foldicrs, 
who, diflieartened at their fituation, and the diftrefs they daily en¬ 
dured, would no longer remain with their colours. 

To quiet their appreheniions, and reftore confidence with re¬ 
gard to his fuppofed march to Hanfi, Mr. Thomas himfelf re¬ 
mained within the lines, and to encourage the drooping fpirit of 
hk people, gave orders for an attack to be made on one of the 
enemy’s advanced pofts, which from its fituation appeared eafv 
to be taken. 
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ili thh m^mint k difficulty arofe regarding the bullock drivoes, 
nho had deferti^ the camp; Som^ ifepoys, however, encouraged 
bythepromife of liberal reward, undertook the office and a 
feled detachment quitted the camp. 

But, whether from being infefled with the general depreffion 
of fpirits that prevailed throughout the troops, or they were 
really unfit for the occupation, the fcpoys conducted them- 
felvcs in fo aukward a manner, and made lo little exertion in 
getting on the guns, that Mr. Thomas thought it more pru¬ 
dent to recall the detachment altogether, and it accordingly re¬ 
turned to camp. 

Shortly after, his Hircarrahs brought informal on, that the 
enemy having been apprlfed of his intentions in forcing his 
way to Hanfi, had got their line underarms ready to oppofe liis 
progrefi, and which if he had attempted it in the prefent dif- 
contented ftate of his troops, would in all probability have termi¬ 
nated in his diftrrace. 


Defiitute of forage, in want of ammunition, there being 
no poffibility of any fupply arriving from without, his foldiers 
daily deferiing, and, the few who remained even refuGng to 
fight, except in the actual defence of the camp, in this fuuat;on, 
Mr. Thomas aflembled a council of his officers, who on his 
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^ tkx i:ireiimilafflO€$, give it their nnaaimimi 
oplmoia» that there was nothing to be done,, but by an unc(mdtti« 
onal furreader to the enemy. 


Mr. Thomas av^ ^^iauau.t> aAxa.iai5 axia.! Z, TCtrCSlt td 

Hanfi was ftill praflicable, but his exertions were ineffeftual, 
and a difmal arpe£l prefented itfelE on all tides.. 

For the laft three days, no grain had been ferved out in the 
garrifon, but as, many of the foldiers had been provident in 
times of plenty, to fave from, their refpe6live allowances, there 
exified no real want of that article in the camp, and fait and 
fugar were ftill to be had in great abundance; a fmall quantity 
of wheat ftill remained, which Mr. Thomas humanely appro¬ 
priated to the- ufe of the tick and wounded. The fcarcity of 
provilions operated more feverely upon the Hindoo, than the 
MoolTulman foldiers, as the latter could fubfift upon the cattle, 
that were daily deftroyed by the enemys {hot, 

A body of Rohillas, who were ftationed in the pofts, that com¬ 
manded the water ufed for the fupply of the camp; fuddenly 
went over to the enemy; Mr. Thomas inftantly appointed 
others to guard the pofts thus abandoned, but to his forrow, foon 
found that the fpirit of defertion, had feized on the Mooffulman 
troops in general, the cavalry alone excepted, at 7 o’clock in the 






©tlBWl* whole of the troop|:i 

Rationed t^ci out pofts of the camp had deferted*, that the 
enemy were making preparations for a general aflault, and at the 
infiant of receiving thia intelligence Mr. Thomas had the atU 
ditional mortification to perceive the laft ftack of his hay in 
flames by the incendiaries; this, as it afterwards appeared, was 
a preconcerted fignal between tlie enenty and the traitors in. his 
own camp.' 


Diftrefled at this intelligence, Mr. Thomas demanded of the 
perfon, who informed him, wherefore he had fo long delayed the' 
communication, but received in reply, only a vague and unfatis- 
faflory excufe. The feene of treachery now began to difclofe* > 
idelf. 


Shortly after Mr. Thomas’s hircarrahs brought word, that 
SiiAii Tab Khan, 'who commanded in George Ghur, had already 
mounted his horfe attended by his people, and all their elfefts, 
and was preparing to leave the fort, being at that inftant in 
conference with a party of the enemy, who had approached the 
walls with a determination to efcort the traitor to their own camp. 

Hisefcape was eafily efrc£led,Mr.Thomas being in-no conoition 
to puniih him, and on his departure, a party fiom camp was or- 
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font but bytbt4erer^a ofiSIbtli 
j^lidbr lLhtn, tite '&ct of i^irs vfaa altered confiderabiy fbt tius 
irorfe. The matphlock men were now defertmg the camp hi 
:rowds, and in all dire£lions; a few of the officers of the whole 
regiment, being the only perfons who remained. 


Mr. Thoma^s foie reliance was now on the attachment of the 
regiment, which had been commanded by the gallant but un¬ 
fortunate Mr. Hopkins, at the commencement of the campaign, 
it was 700 firong, but during the late fevere fervice, had been 
reduced to one third of the original number; ** thefe (fays Mr, 
** Thomas in the bitternefs of his anguifh occafioned by fo many 
defertions) were the only men that flood true to my interefls,” 


But even with this force, though comparatively fo infignifi- 
•cant, had there been provifions and forage in the place, he might 
4 liU have defended the fort of George Ghur, but excepting the 
fmall portion allotted for the fuilenance of the lick and wounded 
meninotafeer of rice, or gram, could be procured ; to complete 
iheir di/lrefs, the enemy perceiving their forlorn fituation pre¬ 
pared to advance and overwhelm them with numbers; nothing 
now remainedfor Mr. Thomas, but to attempt a retreat, and if 
poffible, carry into effe£l his former determination of throwing 
bimCdf into Haufl. 
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^isr determination, having ordered the cavalfy 
to hold ^xdlishres in readinefs, he about 9 o’clock in the evetv 
ing quitted his camp. 

Not long after, he fell in with a party of the enemy, who at¬ 
tacked him with vigor; his men, difheariened by the late 
events, having loft their accuftomed fpirit, gave way on all tides* 
and he was compelled with a few followers to fly for his life. 

The enemy continuing the purfuit, he was compelled to make 
a circuitous route in order to avoid falling in with ftraggling 
parties, by which means, though Hj,nJi was not more than 40 
cofs from George Ghur, he was compelled to travel nearly dou¬ 
ble that diftance.* 

Arrived at length in fafety at Hanfi, Mr. Thomas’s firft care 
was direSed to its defence.+ 

• In thi» retreat Mr. Thomas rode a favorite Perfian hotfe of a very foperiot 
breed, and the higheft fpiiit, on this generous animal, without allowing any inter 
tniffion on the road, he performed a journey of iso miles within the twenty .four 
hours.—This horfe which Mr. Thomas brought with him down the country, it now 
in the pofleffion of Sir Frederic Mamiitoh, Bart, of Benares. 

+ Haitji, according to the Atbck Akbiki is included in the Soobab of Dslhi. 
Speaking of the rivers contained within this Subah, the author of the Ayeen Akbr ri ob- 
ferres, “ there are alfo many leffer ftrearos, and tmongft them the Kenkkar, vulg. 
V (Coggnr). Hanfi, is an ancienl city where repofes Sheik Jmiil fuccelTor ctSie:* 

Gg 
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1^ftjiedc{]i^rte»ce the treacherous difpofition of 
Me^ttlmaihs, the charge of the fort and city to 

Ids faithful Rajepoots. whom on all occaiions and in the moil 
trying fituations, he had ever found worthy his confidence. 


not miftaken in his conjeflures, as daily inftances 
occurred during the fiege, of the inconftancy and treachery of the 
others. 


Two pieces of artillery were all that remained in the fort fit 
for fervice. The dilatory march of the enemy to inveft the 
town, afforded Mr. Thomas fufficient time to caft and mount 
eight additional cannon. The enemy advancing by eafy ftages, 
pofTeffed themielves of the wells in the neighbourhood of Hand 
and at length com.menced the fiege. 

The Rajpoots, whoftill adhered to Mr. Thomas, by this time 
reduced in their numbers to 300 men, were ttationed within the 

*• FtruJ SbuhrGwij (of whpm we have fpokm in oux detail of the Batue countrji). 
•* The city of HtiiAa was founded by Sultaun Ferofe who dog a canal, which brings 
“ the water of the Jumna near this city. This canal paffes the town ot Serf ah 5 Hifar. 
•• ha* tery few rivets and in orjdtr to make wells the inhabitants are obliged to dig to 
^ great depth.** 

See Mr. Gladwin's Tntnflation of the Ayeen Akbaiy, Calcutta Edition-Article. 
Mhy-vol, ad. 
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fort; 'die confifting of about goo me% 

were diAributed for the defence of the city and the out pofts^ 
aware of his very critical fituation, Mr. Thomas himfelf remained 
within the fort taking care to keep a ftrifl'guard during the night. 

The troops deftined for the fecurity of the outpoils, hadfoarcely 
occupied their refpeflive ftations^ when in a manner moft 
daftardly and treacherous, they delivered them over to the enemy, 
and the fort and city were thus left to be defended, by a handful 
of men. 

This even was rendered imprafticable by the treachery of 
fome Rohillas, who invited the enemy to advance to the attack ;• 
The affauk was accordingly made; on the entrance of the enemy 
into the town, a defperate conflifl was maintained on either fide, 
Mr. Thomas’s, remaining troops fighting with the moft deter¬ 
mined valour; Three different times the enemy were repulCed 
with lofs, but numbers at length prevailing, Mr. Thomas could, 
no longer perfuade his men to continue the confliQ;, he waa 
therefore reluflantly compelled to take ftielter, within the fort, 
and abandon the town, of which the enemy took immediate 
poffelfion.. 

Of his whole force, 700 men now only remained, the enemy 
haying erefted their batteries, commenced the feige of the fort 
which, notwithftanding its feige, and the fmall garrifon which it 





a of proyifion«« could ftUl 

l^^eiDiaiea fuccefs&l rcfiftaoce; but prdvidom wcro fcarce, 
kbe Mahomedan troops were clamorous for theif pay, and 
^Vtcaving no fatisfadory anfwer on this head, they made offers 
to Mr. Perron of joining his army, on condition of payment of 
of their arrears, and an advance of money as a reward for their 
treacheiy. 

Mr. Perron would readily have agreed to this propofal, had 
he not conceived Mr. Thomas could flill defend the place with 
his remaining Rajepoots, in which cafe he might lofe many of his 
own men, he accordingly made Mr. Thomas acquainted with 
the treachery that was carrying on within the garrifonj and advif. 
ed him to be upon his guard. 

** Considering, therefore (concludes Mr. Thomas) that I 
" had entirely loft my party, and with it, the hopes of at prefen t 
fubduing my enemies, the Seiks, and powers in the French in- 
** terefts; that 1 had no expedition of fuccour from any quarter, 
” JLuckwah having gone to Joudpore, that if hofiilities continued, 
** my relburce in money would have failed, in this Situation, I 
** agreed to evacuate the fort; and, the neceffary arrangements 
** bdng completed, 1 ftipulated for a battalion of fepoys to efcort 
** me to the EngUfh fronner, where 1 arrived in the middle of Ja. 
"nuary 1802,’* 
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ItEATHand CHARACTER of GEORGE THOMAS, 

Not long after his arrival on the Britifli frontier Mr. Thomas 
infpefled his affairs, and on collefiing^ the wreck of his fortune 
acquired with fo much toil and labour, he found himfelf polTefled 
of a fum, not more than fufficient to procure thecomforts of life 
in his native country, with this he determined to retire fron\ 
public life to the enjoyment of domellic eafe and quiet; and 
with this intention was proceeding to Calcutta, when deatlv 
arrefted his progrefs near the military cantonments of Berhampooi\ 
on the 2ad Augufl 1802. He was interred in the burying, 
ground of that place, and a monument is now errefling to his- 
memory. 

George Thomas v;as a native of Tipperary in Ireland, about 
46 years of age; tall in his perfon (being upwards of 6 feet in 
height) and of a proportionate flrength of body; his counte¬ 
nance was bold and ctefl:; but from the conflant and a£live ufe 
of his limbs-, during his long and arduous warfare, he had con- 
tra£led an elevation of tlie head which gave him the appearance 
of ftilfiiefs, though in confequence of this tdevation, his look was 
more martial, and imlicative of the intrepidity of fpirit, which 
reigned within and which wholly polTcired his mind to the lad 
hour of his life. 


G g X. 
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Mf. Thomas appeared formed by nature to execute the boldeft 
defigns, and though uncultivated* by education, he poflefled 
a native and inherent vigor of mind, which qualified him for the 
performance of great afiions, and placed him on a level with 
diftinguilhed officers of the prefent days. 


That he pofl^fTed fuperior military talents, has we truft been 
evinced by the relation of the tranfaflions in the proceeding 
pages, and in reviewing his conduft during a long and multifarious 
warfare, a more competent ellimatc may perhaps be formed of 
his abilities, if we refle£l on the nature and extent of one of his 
plans, which he detailed to the compiler of thefe memoirs, during 
his reudcnce at Benares. When fined in his rcfidence at Hanfi, 
he firll conceived, and would if unforefeert and untoward cir- 
.cumfianccs had not occurred, have executed the bold dcfign of 
extending his conquefl, to the mouth.'; of the Indus; This was to 
liavc been effc^lcd by a fleet of boats, conllruQed from timber 


procured in the rorclls near tlie city ofFcrofopoor on tlic hanks 
of tlie r>utludge river; of proccciing fh>'\’n that river vriih his 
r.rrry, and fetding tiic countries I.c migiii fubduo on his rente. 


• On Ills firfl arriv?! at rifnaTC?, rfeer having promifed His LxctHcncy^ ibe 

hlnr(]xi:s UWifJIv to afford every infurmatlon within his power, of the ftatc of the Wwftern 
cr-untiifs ; Mr, Thomas propofed to the comp ler of thtTc Memoirs to cUliver Iiis infer* 
riatiiin i» the Perj^an adding that from conflnnt uf* it was bec >me more familiar 

to him than ins native tongue,— This offer for ohvioa« rcafo .s, was declined ; but it 
piovf* Mr. I'hom.it’i’ cipacity ur.der every difticlvant/^c aslui g from a want of regular 
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a daring 6ntdrprife and conceived in the true fpirit of an ancient 
Roman; On the conclufion of this defign it was his intention to 
turn his arms againit the Punjaub, which he expefled to reduce 
in the courfe of a couple of years, and, which, confidering the 
wealth he would then have acquired, and the amazing refources 
he would have polTefled, thefe fucceffes combined, would doubtlefs 
have contributed to ellablilh his authority on a firm and folid 
bafis. 


Apprehenfive however, of the ultimate fuccefs of his arms, 
when he confidered the number and flrength of his enemies, 
Mr. Thomas, about the time he was occupied in the contem¬ 
plation of the aforementioned plan, made an offer * of his 
fervice to the Britifli government, which, though circumftan- 
ces of political confuicraiion miglit not have inclined govern¬ 
ment to adopt, is nevcrthclcfs fufficient to prefent a corre<5t idea 
of the cnteroririPi'' fpirit of the man. Having offered to ad- 
vance, and take pofTcITion of the Punjaub, and give up his army 


cc^ticatlon; a ia I Invc no lie » at’oi In c’ar’ng m3 opinion, ihat if Mr. Tliomas Imd 
found Icifare to cu’t:va:c hii mind, his progvef^ in the mofl ufvful brancf.c.^ r'f {it*ra me 
would have been fjrp.'irng’y rapidfp-;! c, r,rote, and icad, tbs II r.d .o.lany, diid 
PerTan I4ngu.'i_;;c3, wit) uncommon furn y and pi^cifun. 


• Corrcrpo’'ci(!ncc wall Captain II, V. Wiiltr, to v hom the 
offer, hi^ hin^en adino vled;;*me is f »r fevera intcie.lirg ar.c: 


roTipilcr leave ci 

in tl'.c latfer j'>rc 


of Mr. Tboaia‘.\s c’.rccr. 
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to the cUreflton and controul of the Englifli ; To take the conn* 
try, and, in Ihort, to become an a6iive partifan in their caule; 
He thus in a patriotic and truly loyal {train, concludes his re¬ 
marks on the interefling fubjeft ; * By this plan ( ** fays he) I 
“ have nothing in view but the welfare of my King and coun- 
'' try ; it could not be concerted foon enough to be of any ufc 
in the approaching conflift; (His difpute with the'Mar- 
“ hattas) therefore it is not to better myfelf that I have thought 
** of it, I fhall be forry to fee my conqucfls fall to the Marhat- 
** tas, I wiHi to give them to my King, and to ferve him the 
“ remainder of my days, and this I can only do as a foldier in 
this part of the world.’* 

His knowledge of the fpirit, and chara£ler of the different 
tiibes, and nations, that compofe the interior of the vafl penin- 
fula of India, was various, extenfive, andcorreft; and, no man 
perhaps ever more throughly fludiedj or more properly ap¬ 
preciated, the Indian charafter at large; In his manners, he 
was gentle, and inoffenfive, and poffeffed a natural politer.efs 
and evinced a difpofition to pleafc fuperior to moll men. He 
was, as w’e have already fecn, equally a loyal fubjeft to his 
King, as a real and fincere well wifher to the profperity and 
permanence of the Britilh Empire in the Eafl. He was open, 
generous, charitable, and humane, and his behaviour tow'ards 


* Captain White’i cortcfpoadcncc^. 
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the families of thofe perfons, who fell in his fcrvice, evinces 
a benevolence of heart, and a philanthropy of fpirit highly 
honourable to his characler. 

But, with thefe good qualities, the impartiality of hiftory 
demands, that we ihjuld Hate his errors, and endeavour to 
difcover fome lhades, in a cl.ai after otherwifc fpendid ; a 
quicknefs of temper, liable to fr.qujnt agitations, and the 
ebullitions of hally wrath, not tinfrequer.tly rendered his ap. 
pearance ferocious, yet, tliis only occurred in inflinces where 
the conviviality of his temper obfenred his rcaf )!i ; and for 
this, on conviftion, no man was ever readier to make every 
acknowledgement and reparation in his power; 

Perfeft correftnefs of condnft, cannot be expefted from a 
charafter like the one now under coahderation, as, a feclu- 
fion from civilized life, and long .ihrciicc from the exercife of 
thofe duties, wliicli con'litute the chief enjoyment of focial 
happinefi, nr ill neccir.j.rily have tindlurcd the manners of the 
man with fome portit>n of the fpirit of the barbarians, with 
whom he was fo long an inmate. 

Upon the v.diolc however, v/c be jaflified in remarking, 
that on a review of the life, ait 1 a.;tions, this very extra¬ 
ordinary man, it is difucult, which moll to admire, whether, the 
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intrepidity of fpirit, by which he was incited to the perform* 
ance of a6lions, which by their cffeft raifed him from the con¬ 
dition of a private fubjeft to rank and diliinflion among Princes; 
or, the wonderful and uncommon attachment generally exhibi¬ 
tedtowards his perfon, and intereflis, by natives of every de- 
fcription, who fought and conquered with him in his long and 
arduous career, and, whofe alTiftance exalted him for a time 
to a height of refpeftability and confequence that feldom falls 
to the lot of an individual. 

f I N I S. 
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OJ the Trade in general carried on in the countries t<f the 
North Wejt of Delui. 


I. PUNJAB. 

open trade with this country from every part of Hin- 
dooftaun has long iince ceafed, but petty merchants by apply¬ 
ing for pafTporls from the repeflive chiefs of the Seik territo¬ 
ries previous to entering their boundaries, are generally fup- 
plied with them and by this means ftill continue a trifling com¬ 
mercial iiitcrcDurre. 

Tlieir cxpoits to the countries weft of the Attock. conGft of 
fugar, rice, indigo, w^heat, and white cloth; Their imports 
from thofe countries are fwords, Lorfes, fruit, lead and fpices ; 
Their exports to Caflnnerc may be confidered nearly the fame 
as into Poifui; their imports fiom Q.fiimcre are fliawls and 
a variety of cloths, fjffron, and fruit. 
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With the inhabitants of the mountains they exchange cloth, 
matchlocks, and horfes, for iron, and other inferior commodities; 
from the Dcccan are imported, fufphuV, indigo, fait, lead, iron, 
Europe coarfe broad cloth, and fpices: their exports are horfes, 
camels, fugar, rice, white cloth, matchlocks, fwords, and bows 
and arrows. 

This trade is not carried on by any particular route, but 
depends on the charafter of the cliiefs of thofe dift riels, through 
which they pals, the rnoft confiderable part of the trade is, 
however, carried on from Anirut Seer, by way of Machaytoara 
toDuttyala; fouthward by way of Hanfi, Rauge Ghur and 
Oreecha into the wefiern part of the Rajepoot country by 
way of Kythul Jeind, and Dadery, and finally by Karnaul 
towards Delhi and ihc Ganges. 

II. BATTIES. 

The exports of the Battles, corJill of horfes, camels, bul¬ 
locks, buffaloes, and ghee; their imports are coarfe white cloth, 
fugar, and fait, but the trade is very in confiderable and is car¬ 
ried on by petty merchants of Bahadra, Noher, and other towns 
through the means of the difciples of Shitkh Fereed; The Hifar 
or Harriana diftrifls, import matchlocks, fwords, coarfe white 
cloth, fa’r, fugar, a fmall quantity of rice, wheat and fpices, 
their exports are horfes, camels; bullocks and ghee. 
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Ht BEYKANEER. 

BeykANEer imports coarfe and fine rice, fugar, opium, 
and indigo; The former articles they import from tlie Punjab 
and by Rauge Ghur and Churoo; fait they get from Sambcr, 
and wheat from the Jypoor country; Spices, copper, and coarfe 
cloth from Jeflelmere; they have no exports but cattle, and 
thofe are of an inferiour breed. 

IV. JOUDPOOR. 

The country of Joudpoor imports iron, copper, cloth of 
different forts, red and yellow broad cloth, rice, opium, fugar 
and fpices. The copper and broad cloth, are brouglit from 
Surat, from Tatta on the Indus, and ftom the Jypoor and Mewar 
countries. 

Rice, fugar and wiicat from Mewar, Goorwara, and the fou- 
thern parts of their ov\rn country. 

Their expoi 13 are horfes, bullocks, and camels, of fuperior 
fize, which are in great requcfl in various parts of India, fait 
likewife from tlie Sam her lake and other places in its vicinity is 
exported to the Punjab to the eaft and to the fouth. 

The trade to this country, from Surat paffes chiefly through 
Gujerath, and Ahumdabad; From Tatta, through the Sindy 
country, and Jeftlmere, and to the Deccan, by Mewar, and Kota. 
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t'he tovrn of PaViy b the greateft mart in this^part of Raje- 
,pootana;* for there, the merchants exchange the commodities of 
Europe, Perfia, and Deccan, for ihofe of Caihmere, Punjab, and 
Hindooilaun.. 


The trade in moil parts of the Rajepoot country, is carried 
on by camels or bullocks, this is unavoidable the fandincfs of 
the foil rendering it almoft imj)aflable to carriages., 

V. KOTA AND BOOiNDY. 

The pr-jduce of Me war, Kota and Boondy, the eaftern parts of 
the dominions of Jypoor, and the diRrias pojfTeRed by the Rajah 
ofKaroolee, may be mentioned under the following heads; horfes, 
camels, and other eattle, but inferior to thofe produced in the 
more weftern countries; matchlocks, fwords, cloth of a coarfe 
jnanuFaaurc, wheat, rice, fugar, chuna, barley, and all other 
Indian grain; and though about 14 or 15 cofs north of thccityof 
Oudipoor fulphuris produced, it is inferior to that, which comes 
from Surat. 


I rom the abundant produaion of thofe countries, a perfbn 
would naturally think, the inhabitants w'ere in want of few im« 
p(,fi itUions, but they are extravagant in their mode of living, 
rpid fond of foreign luxuries. 
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Their imports and exports corrcfpond with thofe of Jypoori 
European and Perfian articles come by the channels of Gujerath, 
Jefelmere, andPawIee; From the Deccan by way of Bopaul 
Soronge, Udjeen, and Endore, to Kota and Beelwara, in the 
Mewar di{lri£L 

The Ghoflcins of Nathdorah a place 12 cofs north from the 
city of Oudipoor carry on a confiderable trade with the pro¬ 
vinces of Gujerath, and Tatta, and with Rajepootana, Punjab 
and Hindooftan. 

This trade confifts of pearls, precious Hones, arms (bawls, cloth 
of every fort, and in (liort the produdtion of all nations that trade 
to India; Kota being in a central pofition and the Rajah a man of 
good charafter, is a place of great trade and ferves as a general 
depofit for merchandize,' 

VI. JYPOOR. 

The Jypoor country producing in itfelf almofl; every nccelfary 
article does not (land in fuch real want of foreign commodities, 
The Rajah is in part polfclfor of Samber, which produces 
plenty of fait as likewife do the dillrifls of Senganah, and Berath; 
To thefe may be added copper, mines, allum, blue (lone and 
verdigreafe ; there are hkewife in mod parts of Jypoor good cat¬ 
tle, though not in quality equal to thofe of Joudpoor, 

li 



APRBNDIX L 

^ ill pans dF tlwe Jypoor dondnions are manufaaprt**^ aT 
clothe of fwords, and of matchlocks. 

Its importSi are, fine cloths, the tifiue, manafa£lures of 
Benares, and fhawls from Kulhmeer.—From Guzzerath and 
Tatta are fupplied opium, lead and Iheet copper, horfes and 
fruits from Perfia were formerly introduced by the route of 
Beykaneer, but at prefent the Karwans pafs through Jefelmeer, 
and Joudpoor. The Court of Jypoor being fplendid and luxuri¬ 
ous, fo is the confumption of the produftions of other countries 
confiderable. This encourages trade, and leads to an inter- 
courfe with all parts of India. 
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T 

X HE following profpeftus drawn up about eleven years ago, 
when the compiler of thefe memoirs was employed on a furvcy 
ordered by government througli the Dooab, and the countries 
adjacent will exhibit to the reader the outlines of a plan, the 
greater part of which is now by Gods blelfing, happily ac- 
complilhcd. 

It is here therefore that he w'fhrs tpay the tribute fo deferv- 
cdlydueto the memory of that dlullriou; luminary, the father of 
oriental literature; Mis honoivd and revern! fnen !; SIR WILLI¬ 
AM JONES, whofe k’.ndencouragement fiift inlpircd the compil¬ 
er with an ardour for culUrn literature, anl whofe bright exam¬ 
ple, and uncommon aeqairement.s, in every branch of polite 
learning, mult ever prove, the bell and ftrongeft incentive to 
the exertions of Britilh youth. 

PROSPECTUS. 

Having been appointed in 1792 to accompany an efcort, or- 
'dered to attend Captain Reynolds of the Bombay cflablifli- 



4^ H. 

iHiBi: lux the Dooaband the adjoining^ € 04 ii 

ttiRS^'^^tip^ars to tnei that in the courfe of this expedition 
cnuch information 4i»ay be gained on fubje6l8 not hitherto fufR? 
ciently inveftigated and developed; What I conceive to be 
tnoft ufeful in the refearches above alluded to may be reduced 
under the following heads, 

ift. The natural produSions of the Dooab, with its commer¬ 
cial advantages, and a comparative view of its former and pre- 
fcnt revenues, with as accurate a calculation of its inhabitants 
as can be procured 

2nd, The places of note, and the monuments of Mahome- 
dan grandeur fince the conqueft of the Moguls. 

3rd. An account of Calpee, and Etyah, and of the im¬ 
provements that may be made in the inland commerce with 
the neighbouring countries. 

4th. The cities of Agra, and Delhi, and their environs* 
notwithftanding their prcfent ruinous ftate, will nevcrtheleft 
yield materials for many interefting remarks. The hiftory of 
the revolutions at Delhi, and the unfortunate cataftrophe of 
the prefent defeendant of Timoor, would I am perfuaded be 
interefling to my countrymen at home,, and great and aceti- 





m 


tftif^uDjca:,mfty, pe gained by perfon|| 
amvefiaieiiiWilib feveral of the a£lors in this revolution, who 
tore now living at Delhi. * 

5th. The cekbrated city of Matiiur 4, and the plains of 
Bind R AB u ND, prefcnt a field for the invcftigalion of the ancient 
government of the Hindoo?, for, on this foot, confecratrd for ages 
by the fuperRition of their anceflors, wc may hope to find, thofe 
primitive manners, and cufioins deferibed in their SANSCRIT 
manufi-ripts; and, tiicir religion.'; opinion.? being clofely con- 
nc 6 ic(] vtith. their civil ordinations, vre may be able to form a 

more corrc 6 l idea or-t’'.e fpiilt cf their ancient government, 

> 

Gih. On the r./utli, an;l foinl; v.-;!}, of the Jiinma, the pro- 
■ vlncrs of Boondeelcn;!;!, and Gol.n ', v, I’.irh have lately been 
reduce ti by tlie Marl;r.ttn governmem, '.vitli rcfpeci to their fiina- 
tk-n ItAvard'; '.he Vu'.ies’.s Frontier, arc objecl? oi conrcquencc to 
the Biitiili nation, and demand an ai;ciiti\o inv<.fl:galton. 


yth. Frcn 
IV.nil natural’ 
tlic attention 
■ofhism''i ■' 


d e late Ineccrier; attendant on Scindia’s arms, ■we 
y crnicl'.t'ic-it Ix’cn owinq in a great degree to 
liehas pai.l t > tlv' internal chfei} line and economy 
' r. ,'lr.n, it is tlvtVAre rny intcni.'m to obfi’n .“j 


rr.fcr.t 
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^accoaiit ^fbe Marietta gov«f*iititeiit.* 

THE SIEKSi 

Sth. This nation, fo obfcure as hardly to^be mentioned, even 
as a tribe, at the beginning of the prefent century, have within 
thefe lafl; 30 years, raifed themfelves in fuch reputation, as not 
only to attraft the notice but excite the alarm of their neigh' 
hours, on both fides of their government. 

They poffcls the whole of the Punjab, and it is very probable 
will one day or other, have an eye to a participation of the Vi¬ 
ziers provinces; I propofe therefore, to obtain every poflible 
information of their tribe, manners, cudoms, and fplrit of go. 
vemment, and, fhould we be able to penetrate^into the Punjdb, 
to defcribe the face of that country and the natural and com¬ 
mercial produ£lions.t 

9th, The DESIDERATA of Major Rennel, which from a 
perufal of his moft excellent memoir I find to be; ill, the afcer- 
taining the exillence of one of the grand defigns of the Emperor 
Feroze, which was, to have cut a canal from the Sutledge to the 
Jumna, which would have opened a communication by water from 

• Tbtlatt iUHAKAJAH MADAJEE SCINDIAH, 
f Stf tht kiftofy Shth Aulum and prefent woik. 





^ intiiaatipn hai beeni 


','' ’rt’;;', 


The remains* of fach a magnificent work, 
if any fifil exifi, muft doubde& be difcovered by an infpe^n on 
die ffjot.. 


loth. I have in my pofTelfion a hifiory of the celebrated 
TIMQOR or Tamerlane, faid to be written by himfelf, this work 
contains the whole of Timoor*s expeditions, from an early period 
of his life, until near his death, the Indian exptdiiion in particular^ 
' u detailed in a very accurate fflanner» 

THE ALTARS OF ALEXANDER. 

nth. I have been the more induced to prefent to the public 
the above Profpeflus, as an evidence, that the leifurc allowed to 
officers in the hours of relaxation from their profeflional duties, has 
not altogether been thrown away, and alfo in the entertaining a 
confident hope that the honell purfuit of laudable fiudies, will 
ever meet with public approbation, and fupport, 

* See. the xif. chip, .of the pretent woik*. 


Hem&l Jiatment of tin forces of feverdl of ike natives Prin^s^ 
md fiaies in the "toeflefn parts of the peninfula. 


r'Ti 

A HE prefent force of DowlutRow Scindiah, maybe 
.ftated under the following heads. 

ift.—Cavalry, Marhatta and Hindooftanny, in. 
eluding the cavalry ftationed with the difFerenf Col- 
leftors that might be bought to aft in a war, - 20,000 

Ambajee’s cavalry in the diftrift of Gualior, -- 4 )^^® 

Mr. Perron might*mufter in Hindooftaun L e. 

Delhi, Agrah, Jauts, Bapoo Scindiah and Madhoo 

Rows cavalry, excluHve of Seiks or Rajepoots, - ■ y ,000 


Entire force of Scintliah’s cavalry, 


Total 31,000 



pt DMtpiioits, at tinder 

Pe!^<»i. .amount each' 


jg^erally con&ih dF500 men, gunners and 
Bghiing men of every defcription included; each 
battalion is provided with 4 field pieces, a carronade 
or Howitzer, and fome pieces of ordnance of large 
caliber for the purpofeof throwing grape. 


A brigade confifls of 8 battalions; it has generally 
a feparate park of 10 pieces of Artillery, attached to 
it. This park, is compofed of battering guns and 
fpare field pieces. 

The ftrcngth of each brigade will confift as fol¬ 
lows. 

Strengthen officers and fighting men of every def¬ 
cription, -------- 

Pieces of artillery, - - - - - - 

Strength of five brigades, - - - - 

Pieces of artillery, • - - - - 




Five battaitmu of Col. John H£Ssin0 > 

Ordnaiice. . . . « . ^ 



,jAml>ajee*s battalions may be computed at 400 
tnen eiich; of which he has, 16 battalions, - - 6,4^0 

His artillery is not regularly attached to his bat. 
talions, and therefore often varies, but generally 
.'fpeaking may be computed at four pic;ces to each 
battalion, - ... . . . 64 


The battering train likewife varies! |>ut may be 
computed at pieces, ... . _ 20 

Total artillery of Ambajee’s pieces, • B4 

BEGUM SOMROO. 

• Five battalions of about 600 men each, - 

Pieces of artillery. , - . « . 2<4 

^yalry, » - - - . . ^ 1^0 


1 find by tkli, that the fiatemeiit. of the Bfgnm force, at jiren in the hifiory of 
ihih Aulmn If pirti/ iaeorre^* 


rwnm 'CIPQ wVwllXillio, 

AitSld^ piecfs, 

Total foirce Scindiah in cavalry. 

Total forc6 in in&ntry, 

Grand total infantry and cavalry. 

Grand total artillery ditto pieces, 

REMARKS BY MR. THOMAS. 

• It is proper to obferve that Mr. Perron and Ambajee are 
now levying troops, which may caufe a material error in this 
ftatement a few months hence; Ambajee, and Perron, are pol- 
feffed of artillery exclufive of the abovementioned, and Scindiah, 
by the atillery taken fiom Holkar, is able to add confiderably to 
his own pa 

Prefent Hate of Scindiahs artillery.—‘They are the worft in 
India, are not commanded by officers of experience, nor well 
armed, nor cordially attached to the fervice of their mailer; 
they are in arrears of pay and would be defeated by a fmall force 


1,000 

lO 


. 3*.*S0 
- 38.050 



• This ftatement was made i8osi» 



inlknti^ itt in appearanci tlie lieft troc^ %e- 
f- 3 nif|p% to Scmdiali ; they afe trader better fubcndiiiattimi t^o 
tbnir nfficmiy and are more tegularIv naid, armed clothed nnd 
difcipimed* 

The troops of the late Col. Felofe and thofe of Col. Ilefling* 
axet^ual to thofe of Mr. Perron. 

Thofe of Begum Somroo are in a Hate of infubordination and 
mutino 

TTiofe of Ambajee and Bapoo Sdndiali, do not dcfcrve the 
name of troops, they are undifciplined and ill armed. 

Their artillery is in general bad, and is frequently difmounted 
of itftlf, in the ufual courfe of firing in a field of battle; Mr. 
Thomas relates one in fiance, where 25 pieces of cannon were 
rendered unfit for.fervice, 8 of which only, were firuck by the 
enemy’s feot. 


FORCE OF ALI BEHAUDUR. 

All Behaudur the Marhatta chief, who is in pofleflion of the 
open country, as likewife feveral of the ftrong holds., in Boon- 
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m 

codiRbg of faetween 5 M S' 
thoti&nd mfaRtiy, 6 or 7 thouraad cavalry, with 40 or 50 pieces 
of artillery, all of the very word: quality: The txittalions each 

VI 

about 500 ftrong, are without difcipline or military regulation 
of any kind; and may be confidered as a rabble. * 

The infantry confifls of Rohillas, Boondeelahs, and Malwa, 
Sebundys, who are armed with matchlocks. 

The cavalry conGfts of MarhattaMoolTulmans from CUTTAIR 
(Rohilcund) and from the Doo Ab. 


The beft troops in the intereft of this chief are the cavalry of 
his aflbeiate Himmut Behaudur the GholTeen, they are in 
number about 200a and are chofen men^ 


Himmut Behaudur, has likewTe a body of infantry amounting 
to about 3000. We may therefore compute the colle6led force 
of Ali Behaudur at 21,000 chiefly rabble and incapable (fays 
Mr. Thomas) of oppofing a regular and difeiplined force 
though far inferior in point of numbers. 

At the head of this rabble, thefe chiefs keep poffelGon of 
country capable of yielding a revenue of one crore of rupees. 


K.k A 



fMtk of All BeKanjiitr. ^ battalions 

flojen, 

Irregular infantry do. - - - - - 

Cavalry, « 

Artillery, -i 


2,000 

6,000 

7,000 

SO 


FORCE OFffIMMUTBEHAUnUR. 
(intkejervice of Ali BehaudurJ 

Irregular infantry, - .. - .«• - 3>000 

Cavalry, - • ^ - 2,000 

Artillery pieces, - 20 

Combined force of Ali Behaudur and Himmut Behaudur, 
Cavalry p,000 

Infantry, ^ ^ ^ • 11,000 

To which may be added infantry attached to the 
guns . 1,000 

Grand Total men> ,000 

70 


Pieces of Artillery, 
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PRESENT FORCE OF KASHI ROW HOLKAR AND 
JfESSWUNT ROW ffOLKA R. 

The cavalry of thefe two chiefs may be computed at 30,000 
exclufive of the Pindarics or irregular horfe; In this'ftatement 
made from information received from writers and foldiers in 
their fervice who feldom fail to add to the number, there may 
probably be fome error. But it is certain that Jeffwunt 
Row Holkar is aftually at the head of a body of cavalry a- 
mounting to 20,000 men, Kaflii Row Holkar has from 4 to 5000 
cavalry at Indore (his capital) to which if the cavalry of 
Ameer Khaun, a tributary be added, as likewife that under the 
diflferent colle£lors, the number will amount in the aggregate to 
30,000 ; Thefe chiefs occafionally receive the aid of from 6 to 
10,000 Pindarics a banditti, who lay wade the countries through 
which they pafs, by predatory warfare. 

FORCE IN INFANTRY. 

Confiding of 8 battalions computed at 400 men 
per battalion, ^,200 

Artillerymen, - " - - - - 600 

Rohillas,.. 10,000 

Total infantry 13 »^ 



JOTENDIX, m. 


Atplery jpeces, gO 

Holkar’s cavalry, are fuperior to thofe Scindiah bein^ 
better officered, and more correfpondent vrith the real Mar- 
hatta cuftom of predatory warfare. 

The infantry (obferves Mr. Thomas) are very bad; They 
are ill paid, badly officered, and without fubordination; undifei* 
plined, nor can they make ufe of their arms in a6lion. 

The Rohillas in Holkars fervice are a faithlefs rabble, who* 
will fiand true only as long as they find it their intereft; they 
are always ready to leave or ruin him, if not regularly paid, 
or when expefted to move againft an enemy of fuperior force, 
or, if by any means they ftiould have accumulated money. 

Detailed Jlatement of the coUeSled force of 
KASHI ROW HOLKAR AND JESSWUNT ROW HOLKAR. 

Cavalry, ----- _ , 

PINDARIES OR LOOTIES, 

Mounted on fmall horfe;}, - . 10,000 


Total cavalry, 40,000 




8 i)tttaliooiat 40 one&eicli, 

■ • j • 3^^®^ 

AitiOtrymeii&c. ; * 

i i : . ^00 

Roiia^ •. : ^ 

, . . .10,000 

csssssssa 


Totalin&ntry, 

Artillery piece*, - • 

.... ^0 


Grand Total, 53)^00 
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'^'general obJlroB of the countries, and their inhabitants in the 
north mjt parts of tht peninfula of Hindoofaun; with the 
diflance of the capital citiesf%om Delhi in hritifh miles* 


The Pttnjaub or country of the Seiks is compofed of 
the province of Lahore and the chukla or divifion called Sirhind. 
The inhabitants in general are Seiks, though the cultivators of 
the foil are many .of them Jauts. 

Force Cavalry 60,000, Artillery 40, Pieces. 
Infantry 5,000, Revenue 5, Crorcs, 


Capital Lahoee, N. W, by N, 300 Miles, 



W, cotmtry, is ioduded in ih« Strkar H 

BiflWt it it callisd in the map, ^e Lefler Baloochiftaun. Thef 
inhahitants are chiefly Jauts with the exception of a few Rajpoot, 
and Rimgur villages, which laft application is given to fuch of 
the Rajpoots who have embraced the Mahomedan religion. Does 
not Rungur imply coloured, or Rained, or, of mixed blood? 

Capital Hissar, W. N. W. io8 MUes. • 


3d. The country called Tahneflar, confifts of the weflei 
parts of Tahneflar, Kernaul, Kythul, Panniput, Sefeedoo, Jeind, 
Kofohan and Dehatarut. The inhabitants are chiefly Jauts, 
though fome have become Seiks, and a few are Rajpoots, but of 
alow call. 


No particular capital. 


4th. The Battee country; the chiefs of which are Rajpoot 
Muflulmans; the common people are Jauts who have become 
Muflulmans, and the cultivators of the foil are termed RyU 
and are a peacable inoffenfive race. 


Capital Batnier, W. N. W. 219 Miles. 



' » fevers^ .fty . Eajepdolt*' ^ 

are Jautsi 

Force Cavalry 2,000, Artillery 30 Pieces. 
In&ntry 3,000, Revenue 5 Lacks. 

Capital Bzykanbjbr. 


6th. The Jypoor country is governed by Rajepoots of the 
Kutchwah tribe; the cultivators are Jauts, Bramins and Meenas. 

Cavalry 30,000, Artillery 40 Pieces; 

Infantry 10,000, Revenue 60 Lacks. 

Capital Jypoor or Jynachur, S. W. 150 Miles. 


7th. The Row Rajah is a Rathore Rajpoot; the cultivators 
of his country are Jauts Mewattes, and Aheers, a favage tribe 
approaching in their manners to the Jauts. 

Cavalry 1,500, Artillery 16 
Infantry 2,000, Revenue 6 Lacks. 

Capital Alwur,* S. W, by S. 50 Miles. 

TUi phce, the fort of which, it fituated on the fommit of s high hill, i| 



oiiiea we Hajah, an! 

Alarwar JLajah^ be is a Kawore Rajpoot, of the pureft, and mofl 
ancient blood, of the R^poots the cultivators are Jauts. 

Cavalry 27,000, Artillery 30 Pieces., 

Infantry 3,000, Revenue 20 Lacks. 

Capital JouDPOOR, S. W. by W. 350 Miles. 


thus dffcribeJ in a work publil>cH fome years iince by Elias Habesci, but better known 

* 

to the Englifl\ reader under the name of Count GIKA.—The Emperors had likewiCa 
itept AlooR| a country very feitilc in mines and not at a great diflance from Matita^ 
** On ihofe mountains, there is another diftin£t nation called MinAi whofe moft 
fplcndid quality i*, that they excell all others in Healing, and we are affured that 
they are the moft dexterous pilferers of India. They arc capable of carrying off a 
horfe or a prifoncr from the moft vigilant guard, all ihcfc coamriei produce infinit* 
** quantities of caitle, in which their principal trade conflfts* 

The richeft, moft agrecdblc, and moft commodious place in thofe parti, is the 
** plain or valley of Tanragafi j Two leagues in length, and one in breath; which con- 
tains now fcventcen mines that arc opened, and as they are well explored they be 
reckoned to produce a Crorb of Rupres annually. The province of Aloar is de« 
dependant on Joypoor, or (hould be; it is in general as fertile in mines as the o^her, 
and is rich, but the little province of Tanmgafi, which is fubjcdl to Aloar, is really 
•• the moft fubftantial part, Tannagafi lies at only four days fmall journics from Mattra, 
** The capital and only town, bears the fame name, it is pretty large, trades confider- 
ably, and is fituated at the foot 'of a mountain, on which there is a fort with fome 
pieces of artillery* In 1780 and 1781,8 Frenchman commanding the artillery of 
Nadjifkan onderminedthis ganifon, bnt it furrendered before the mine was fpvung- 
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T.m. 




tribe of Ki^poot ealled 


iJtaiioO; tb[e icultivatiors are Jauts, Bramins^ and Meenas. 


Cavalry 6,000, Artillery 12 Pieces. 
Infantry 2,000, Revenue 5 Lacks. 

Capital Karolee, South 140. 


Ai trts vuvrc tofcizeoti Aloar and Tannagafi, their armwhich I fuppo^c 

« to be encamped at Matcrti mult march to Deeg in a Hngle day ; proceeding thcnee, 
** they (hould leave Aloar lO Englifli miles to the right* they would Bnd no oppofuion 
** hitherto; it is only at Sakmin Ghiir* that we had a fort which com nands the | lain 
** ihat leads to a pafi on the road to Tannagad ; at that pafs, there is another fmall 
fort and bo h together could not hold out hours againd an attack in form. Tan- 
nagali is the terieftiial paradife of that country ; it is there that decent employmcr^t 
•* would be found* for aoo Individuals of the Englilh nation, and aided by a battali- 
** ona, they would be enable to explore peaceably all iis mines* and make them produce 
•• 60 lacks of f u{^es, dear of all expences* in each year; but in the ctfc 2 redoubts 
** lliould be condruArd on the 2 banks of the Jumna, to protc( 5 l the pafT^gc boats for 
** merchandize and minerals* they might fend from TannagaG rfeorted by a company of 
the battalions, that would be llaiioncd there ; From Mattra the goods might pafs on 
** to Futty Ghur, or fomc other place on the Ganges, to be font thence to a greater 
** diUsnce. The navigation of the Jumna as far as Allahabad* might be attempted.** 

See ^bjcfls intoeHing to the Engllfh nation voh zd. page 113 and 114. Csicutu 
Edition^ a, 1793* 



joA. Thii KiSien Uhttr Rajab, is of the ti^e of RathorC 
Rajpoots; the cultivators are Jauts, 

Capital Kishen Ghur, S. W. by W. 200 Miles. 

11th, Oudipoor, or Mewar, -wliofe ruler is called likewife 
the Rannah of Chittore from the celebrated fort of that name 
fituated within his dominions. Confult Col. Dows hiftory of 
Hindoflaun; this Prince is alfo called Urfee Rannah, which 
was aflumed by one of his anceftors, and adopted by his fuc- 
cefiTors. He is of the tribe called Sefodiah, the cultivators of 
Oudipoor are compofed of Rajpoots, J uits, Bratnins, and Beils. 

Cavalry 12,000, 

Infantry 6,000, 

Capital Oudipoor, S. W. 350. 

12th. The principalities of Kota and Boondee, whofc chiefs 
are of the Chohan tribe, and are likewife denominated Addah 
Rajepoots; the cultivators are Rajepoots, Jauts, Bramins, Bcels, 
•and other claffes. 

Force Infantry 2,000, 

Cavalry 3,000, 

Artillery 20, Pieces, 

Revenue 30, Lacks. 

Capital Kota and Boondee, S, W, 250 Miles. 




it a tha eultivatois a(« 


Force, Cavalry 1,000, 

Infantry 2,000, 

Artillery 20, 

Revenue 15, Lacks 

Capital Burt^oor, South 100 Miles. 


* 0 /chii fiagular Uibe» the ingeniout author of Objects intbrestikg to the 
English Nation thus remarks.—The Jattes derive their origin from a fingle herfd 
<< of a family, whofe name vras Ratn*gee; he had thirty foor children^ who gave him 
many grand children* who all refpe^ed him as iheir father and prince. The eldeft 
of the family in direct line, has ahvaj s been acknowledged as Ram gee hlmfelf; they 
** were cnltivators. thence their attachment to agriculture. They remained in obfeurity 
until the fall of the Mogul Empire, they have feized on Agra, and extended their power 
as far ai Siren, on the rotd to Labor. Their chiefs rcfided at Agra whh the title of 
** Rsjahi;; the firft of them that acquired reputation was named Jonas Slog, his fuccelTors 
name was Creten Sing, and that of the lad chief was Naval Sing ; fiiice this nation 
** has been defeated by Nadjuf Kan, it has fallen into contem^ t and oblivion, for they 
have loft their conquefts and are now confined to Burtpoor, which is the capital of 
their little country; but it is very, ft:oog, its ditches are of a breadth more than is 
** nfual elfewhere, they are fifty fix feet deep and are always filled with water, that 
<* comes from a perennial fpring. Their prefent chief who now retains the title of 
Hsjah is called Rengit Sing, who is at the fame time the chief of their relig^cnj which 
** is that of the Hindoos. 


See objedainterefiing to the Englifh nation vpl. is, p, laoand ler. 



CONCLUSION. 


IN the force above detailed, a ftatement of the militia of the 
country is not included, their numbers are confiderable, and 
they in faft conftitute the chief fupport of their refpeSive ftates. 

Under the head, revenue, that which is paid into the treafury 
of each Prince, is here defignated; the revenue arifing from 
lands granted to the different cheifs in Jaiedad, is not included 
in any ftate, excepting in the Punjiib, as more fully expl^ned ia 
our account of that country. 

By the artillery, here mentioned is only what is capable of 
being brought into the field, few of which are in good order; 
fome of the chiefs have a numerous artillery in their forts, to 
which however they pay but little attention. 

Confidering the furprifing fertility of foil, the abundance of all 
things necelfary for the fupport of the inhabitants, and, the in¬ 
ternal riches of thefe countries, and their capability of improve- 

M 



soent^ ai rejgard to commercial, as political relations, it i» 

matter of no fmall fiirprile to think, they ibould for fo long a 
time have remained almofl: unknown to the Britifh nation in India; 
and, that after being Sovereigns of fo confiderable a part of this 
extenfive Empire; we fliould now for the firlltime, receive in¬ 
formation, that the fairefl; part of the country is yet unknown 
to us. 

This however is the fa£t, and it would appear, that Great 
Britain mightderive confiderable advantages from aclofer alliance, 
and more intimate acquaintance, with the countries in the interior 
parts of India; and, more efpecially with the Rajepoot States. 
Thcfe countries, as well from the advantages of natural iituation, 
as from their immenfe internal refources, would be able to form, 
the ftrongeft barrier, againfl the entrance of our political rivals,^ 
the French, to the central parts of the peninfula, whenever a. 
renewal of hoflilities may induce the attempt. 


FIN/S.. 





The compiler of thefe Memoirs^ has particular pleafure in delivering 
to his readers a letter, lately received from an ojicer of rank, in 
the fervice of Scindia, refpeSling Mr. Thomas's charoBer, and 
which comes in a manner more peculiarly appropriate, as being 
*the genuine efpufions of a liberal mind, and the honorable tejli- 
mony of a gentleman, who though an enemy from necefily, has 
for the fake of jufice alone paid the tribute, which he thought 
due to Mr. Thomas's merits as a man and a foldier^ 


Dear Sir, . 

l am happy to learn from the public prints, that we are foon to 
liave the pleafure of a life of the late George Thomas, from your 
pen; as he was a lingular charader, which deferves to be refeued' 
from oblivion, and as I was intimately acquainted with him, 
and was principally employed by General Perron, to perfuade • 
him-to enter, with his troops, into the fervrice of Soindia; more- - 



bciiag cottceraea in «ii|D|pbi^lb# ^pkulatioa of Hnalb 
liber iie M the mbfokt^^ to lofe hh almy, and in conducing 
to die Britifh frontier; if you think I could fupply any fads, 
or offer any materials, which might elucidate or add to the work, 
I thall be not only happy, but proud to contribute all in my 
power. 

I had a fincere refpeft for his charafter, I regretted his mit 
fortunes, and 1 did all in ray power to obviate ihofe misfortunes 
by my advice and my condud; all my influence with General 
Perron was exerted to ferve him, and I did every thing in my 
power to meliorate the feverity of his misfortunes, after he h^ 
been unfortunate from the doubtful event of war, and I fliould be 
happy if I could afford the fmalleft matter towards the record of 
his fame. With fome oddities, and many fingularites, he was an 
uncommon charader, and his exertion towards flation, power, 
riches, and glory were ftill more uncommon; he was uncommonly 
ambitious, which was the principal caufe that led to his ruin, he 
would be all, or nothing; to ferve under the orders of another, 
was an inglorious dependence in his eflimation of things; and 
the diflradion which then prevailed in Scindia’s government, 
.offered an enticing field to difplay his courage and his abilities; 
for courage he poffeffed to an eminent degree, and he certainly 
had abilities, if a clear head, a folid judgement, and acute difcern- 
ment mfy be called by that name. Hoping you will pardon this 





Your mofi obedient Servanfn' 
tSWiS F. SMITHi 



this work ever rtcxh a Jeeond it is the. Ci^fiiers> 

iaierdion to avchil hivife^ of, Mstjor Smiths vity polite offer* 






BKRAT4. 


«—149 — for p\m read 

—197-- 2, ht village read tern, 

— 248— 3, for tkro^hly read thorm^hfy, 

— 263 Appendix, 

Place 11 oppojite the altars of Alexander and not oppoJUe Note. 


ADDENDA TO THE ERRATA. 


¥age 26^ for Scm^Ms artille?y,read/nfanijy. 



